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Dedication 

 

This book is dedicated to the continuing fight against cancer, a disease 

that has affected me since 1985. 

Cancer has touched my Life 

Ann Ring, my beloved wife, and mother of my three incredible sons, was 

diagnosed with breast cancer in 1985 and after a brave struggle, finally 

succumbed to the disease in 1990. 

Eleven years later in 2001, I met my wonderful second life partner, Pat 

Wood, who has twice survived breast cancer - experiencing surgery, 

radiation, and chemotherapy - and has been cancer-free since 2004. 

Finally, in 2013/2014 I had three early skin cancers surgically removed 

from my head - a squamous cell, early melanoma, and basil cell - an 

experience that my dermatologist referred to as a rare “trifecta.” 

My objectives with this book 

As my small part in battling cancer, I am self-publishing this book and 

giving the books away while copies last.  Readers can also view the book 

online in color on my website at ringbrothershistory.com. 

I strongly encourage readers to make a generous donation to an 

appropriate cancer treatment or support organization so that we can 

permanently eradicate this disease and/or ease the burden of those 

afflicted. 
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The “Gunfight at the OK Corral” in Tombstone, Arizona lasted approximately 

30 seconds.  Cowboys Tom and Frank McLaury and Billy Clanton were killed.  

Virgil and Morgan Earp and “Doc” Holiday were wounded and survived.  

Wyatt Earp was unharmed.  It is regarded as the most legendary gunfight in 

the history of the Wild West.   (Courtesy of pdxretro.com) 
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 Historical Events 

 

11,500 BC - 7,500 BC Paleo-Indian Tradition 

7,500 BC - AD 200  Archaic Desert and Cochise Cultures 

AD 200 - AD 1450  Prehistoric Hohokam and Mogollon Cultures 

1450-1691  O’odham and Apache Native American tribes   

    proliferate independently 

1540-1542  Spanish Conquistador Francisco Vasquez de Coronado  

    explores American southwest with entry/exit through  

    southeastern Arizona 

1691   Father Eusebio Kino begins Spanish mission building 

1720s   Spanish settlers establish ranches at headwaters of  

    Santa Cruz River 

1736   Planches de Plata silver discovery in northern Sonora  

1751   Pima Indian Revolt in central Santa Cruz Valley 

1752   First European settlement in Arizona at Tubac 

1762   Sobaipuri Indians abandon San Pedro Valley 

1775   Tucson established as Spanish settlement 

1786   Spain establishes Peace Camps for Apaches 

1807/1811  Spain issues Land Grants to encourage settlement 

1821   Mexico achieves independence from Spain 

1821-1833  Mexico honors Spanish Land Grants and issues new  

    ones for ranching 

1846   Mormon Battalion marches through southern Arizona  

   to supplement U.S. troops in California 

1849   “Forty-niner” gold seekers cross southern Arizona on  

    way to California 

1854   Gadsden Purchase - southern Arizona becomes part of  

    New Mexico Territory in U.S. 
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1858   American silver mining begins in upper Santa Cruz  

    Valley 

1858   Butterfield Overland Stage service begins across   

    southern Arizona 

1861-1865  U.S. Civil War 

1861-1862  Confederate States of America claim southern Arizona  

    as part of Confederacy 

1863   Arizona becomes separate U.S. Territory 

1874   Tohono O’odham Indian Reservation established  

    southwest of Tucson 

1877   Mormon community of St. David founded 

1877   Silver discovered at Tombstone 

1878   Copper discovered at Bisbee 

1881   Gunfight at the OK Corral in Tombstone 

1883   Southern Pacific transcontinental railroad completed 

1886   Arizona’s Indian Wars end with surrender of Apache  

    leader Geronimo 

1908   Coronado National Forest established 

1910   Mexican Revolution started 

1912   Arizona becomes 48
th

 U.S. state 

1913, 1915, 1918  Skirmishes between U.S. Army and Mexican militia in  

    Nogales over border tensions caused by Mexican  

    Revolution 

1917   Striking Bisbee miners deported to New Mexico 

c. 1924   Dude ranching begins 

1947   Tucson moves its municipal airport from Davis-  

    Monthan Field to its current location 

1963-1987   Titan II missile sites operational around Tucson 

1978   Pascua Yaqui Indian Reservation established just   

    southwest of Tucson 

1978   Interstate 19 completed between Tucson and Nogales 

1990   Interstate 10 completed between Tucson and New  

    Mexico  border 
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Southeastern Arizona is defined here as the area of Arizona that is both south 

of Interstate 10 and east of Interstate 19.  (Courtesy of the Rand McNally 

Road Atlas) 
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Introduction 

 

This is the story of southeastern Arizona - defined here as the part of 

Arizona that is both south of Interstate 10, and east of Interstate 19.  The 

region extends about 115 miles west to east and averages about 58 miles 

north to south.  The area is approximately 6,670 square miles, or 5.8% of 

the area of the state of Arizona - a little less than the combined area of 

Connecticut and Rhode Island.  As defined, the region is made up of parts 

of three Arizona counties:  Pima, Cochise, and Santa Cruz. 

There will be some exceptions to this geographical scope, along the 

“edges” of the region, in order to include material directly related to the 

overall story, particularly Tucson and the full extent of the Santa Cruz 

River. 

The objective of this effort is to document the complete history of 

southeastern Arizona.  After a description of the natural landscape, the 

story includes the arrival of the first humans more than 13 thousand 

years ago, to include the hunter-gatherer Paleo-Indian tradition and the 

Clovis Culture; the Archaic Period, with the Desert and Cochise Cultures; 

Prehistoric Civilizations, including the Hohokam and Mogollon; Native 

Americans, including the O’odham and Apache; the Spanish era; the 

Mexican period; and finally the American period, both as a Territory and 

State; finishing up with some reflections on the future of southeastern 

Arizona. 

Three appendices list the museums of southeastern Arizona for easy 

reference; document the history of northern Sonora, Mexico that relates 

to that of southeastern Arizona; and provide a positive look at the 

Hispanic heritage of southeastern Arizona.  
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  These are the principal mountain ranges and rivers of southeastern Arizona.   

(Courtesy of Islands in the Desert) 
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Chapter 1 

 

 Natural Landscape 

 

Southeastern Arizona is a region of narrow mountain ranges separating 

wider valleys or basins.  According to John P. Wilson, in his book Islands in 

the Desert, each “range is typically less than thirty miles in length, often 

much less, and has a single crest line that trends north-south or 

northwest-southwest.” This area of isolated mountains is sometimes 

referred to as “Sky Islands.” 

The topography began forming millions of years ago during a period of 

intense folding and faulting of the Earth’s crust, causing mountain ranges 

to rise, and leaving valleys between them. This so-called Basin and Range 

physical geography extends across southern Arizona and New Mexico, 

and northern Mexico.  Molten rock from the earth’s core escaped 

through the weakened surface crust in the form of oozing lava, 

sometimes explosively through volcanic action, depositing major ore 

bodies of silver and copper.  Today, mountain elevations range from 

4,000 to almost 10,000 feet, with Chiricahua Peak, in the Chiricahua 

Mountains, the highest point in the southeastern Arizona at 9,759 feet.  

The average mountain elevation ranges between 3,000 and 5,500 feet. 

When humans first migrated into southeastern Arizona from the north - 

probably more than 13,000 years ago - the terrain was very similar as it is 

today, but freshwater Lake Cochise mostly filled the Sulfur Springs Valley.  

The Earth then was experiencing the early stages of a warmer period 

(continuing today) between regularly occurring glacial periods.  Melting 
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glaciers created moisture that resulted in lush flora and abundant lakes, 

rivers, and bogs.  The climate was cooler and wetter than today’s warm, 

dry climate. 

Southeastern Arizona contained three major north-flowing rivers, the 

Santa Cruz, the San Pedro, and the San Simon, flowing year round into the 

Gila River 50-100 miles to the north of the current Interstate 10.  None of 

these rivers has perennial flow throughout its length today. 

Thirteen millennia ago, valleys were open meadows and grasslands, 

where grazed small horses, llama-like camels, tapirs, four-horned 

antelope, large long-horned bison, and huge mammoths - all extinct 

today.  These days, Javelinas and coatis travel through wooded creek 

bottoms.   

Highland animals included desert bighorn sheep, turkeys, and whitetail 

deer - still present today.  Occasional visitors today include three tropical 

cats, the margay, ocelot, jaguar, and the Mexican gray wolf.  Today 

southeastern Arizona is home to 29 species of bats and over a hundred 

mammal species. 

Birds have always been a key part of the southeastern Arizona 

environment.  These include several varieties of owls, hawks, 

hummingbirds, doves, quail and numerous others, as southeastern 

Arizona has become a bird watchers paradise, including more than half of 

the bird species in North America. 

Flora in southeastern Arizona is equally diverse.  Mountain trees include 

ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, aspen, yellow pine, manzanita, juniper, oak, 

and mountain mahogany, along with mescal and claret cup cactus.  In 

canyon bottoms are sycamore, silver leaf oak, madrone, chokeberry, 

coyote willow, desert willow, and hackberry.   

The high desert plant environment now includes fluff grass, creosote 

bushes, mariola, tarbush and a variety of cactus, including the majestic 

saguaro. 

Another common environment are marshes or cienegas, in areas where 

permanent water stands.  These are distinguished by expanses of bunch 
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grass, cattails, and rushes, with groves of cottonwood and black willow.  A 

large cienega can shelter mallards and teal, herons and ibis.  Closed basin 

lakebeds, with standing water from winter rains, are winter home to 

thousands of migratory birds, especially Sandhill cranes. 

Water has become a critical resource of the natural landscape.  The 

climate in southeastern Arizona is now arid or semiarid.  Moisture in the 

mountains keeps the creeks and springs flowing and maintains the water 

table, but in non-mountainous regions, the limited rainfall and snow melt 

sinks into underground pockets called aquifers, that have been 

increasingly tapped by man to supply his needs. 

 

 
  



14 
 

 
  

This representative scene shows Paleo-Indians surrounding a bogged down 

mammoth with Clovis point tipped spears ready for the kill.  (Courtesy of 

wattsupwiththat.com) 
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Chapter 2 

 

Paleo-Indian Tradition                           

(11,500 BC - 7,500 BC) 

 

Between about 45,000 BC and 12,000 BC, Paleo-Indians (ancient ones) 

followed herds of large game animals from Siberia across a land bridge1 in 

the Bering Strait into Alaska.  Over the centuries, descendants of these 

people gradually migrated to the south and east, and slowly populated 

North America.    

The nomadic hunters tracked the large mammals of the period, including 

woolly mammoths, bison, camels, tapirs, and native horses - as well as 

smaller game.  They supplemented their diet by gathering seeds, nuts, 

berries, and other wild plants (hence the term hunter-gatherers).  They 

took shelter in caves, under overhangs, and in brushwood lean-tos.  

Initially, they crafted stone and bone implements for chopping and 

scraping, and probably used fire to harden the tips of their wooden 

spears. 

With time, Paleo-Indians learned how to “work” hard stone by flaking off 

pieces to make sharp knives, scrapers, choppers, and most importantly, 

                                                           
1
 During this period, massive glaciers covered much of North America, using up 

enough water to lower the sea level and temporarily expose a strip of land across 
what is now the Bering Strait.   
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spear points for hunting.  Distinctive Paleo-Indian cultures in North 

America were identified according to the type of spear point they used, 

usually named for the site where it was first found. 

Whatever we know about these 

first North Americans has been 

gleaned by archaeologists and 

anthropologists from artifacts 

found at campsites and animal-kill 

sites.  The earliest evidence of 

human habitation so far discovered 

in the continental United States 

includes well documented sites in 

Pennsylvania (14,000 BC), Texas 

(13,500 BC), Virginia (13,070 BC), 

and Oregon (12,300 BC).  

The dominant Paleo-Indian culture 

in southeastern Arizona was the 

Clovis Culture, named for the large 

razor-sharp, distinctively grooved 

spear points, first discovered in the 

1920s and 1930s near the town of 

Clovis, in eastern New Mexico.  The 

New Mexico Clovis site is 

estimated to date from about 9,500 BC.  Based on recent excavations, the 

oldest Clovis sites in North America are the El Fin del Mundo site in 

northwestern Sonora, Mexico, about 60 miles southwest of Tucson, dated 

at 11,550 BC, and the Aubrey site in Denton County Texas, dated at the 

almost the identical age.  

The earliest evidence of Clovis activity in southeastern Arizona 

(discovered so far) dates from approximately 9,000 BC, but considering 

the much earlier evidence from northwest Sonora and Texas, there were 

probably Paleo-Indians in southeastern Arizona prior to 11,500 BC.   No 

skeletal evidence of these early hunter-gatherers has yet been found and 

they left few traces of habitation.  Only a single campsite is known in 

southeastern Arizona - near today’s Sierra Vista.  Clovis people ranged 

Clovis points were chipped out of 

stone on both sides and were 1-1/2 

to 8 inches in length.  (Courtesy of 

Wikimedia)  
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over large areas, lived in small groups of 25-30 people, and didn’t stay 

long in one location.  Their movements were probably determined by the 

amount of game, the season, and availability of native plants.   

Hunters trapped mammoths and other large animals along streams and 

lakes and killed them with spears tipped with Clovis points.       

At least five deeply buried Clovis and/or animal-kill sites, along with Clovis 

points and other stone tools, have been found among the bones of 

mammoths and bison in the San Pedro Valley, which was then a wooded 

area with ponds, marshes, and lush grasslands. 

Three of the better known sites are: 

Lehner Mammoth-Kill Site.  About 15 miles west of Bisbee, near 

Hereford.  Discovered in 1952, excavated in 1955-56 and 1974-75.  

Artifacts found included 13 fluted Clovis spear points, butchering tools, 

chipped stone debris and fire hearth features.  Animal bones found 

included 12 immature mammoths, one horse, one tapir, several bison, 

one camel, one bear, several rabbits, and a garter snake.  Radiocarbon 

dates set the age of the site at about 9,000 BC.  The site was declared a 

National Historic Landmark in 1967.   

Naco Mammoth-Kill Site.  About 10 miles southeast of Hereford, near 

Naco on the Mexican border.  Discovered in 1951, excavated in 1952.  

Discovered fossil bones of one mammoth killed with at least eight Clovis-

point-tipped spears.  

Murray Springs Clovis Site.  A few miles northeast of Sierra Vista, near 

the San Pedro River.  Discovered in 1966; excavated in 1967-1971.  The 

five buried animal-kill and processing locations contained bones of 

mammoths, buffaloes, horses, camels, and rodents.  Artifacts found 

included hearths, a bone tool, projectile points, and stone tools.  The site 

was designated a National Historic Landmark in 2012. 

In addition to kill sites, archaeologists have found two Clovis spear points 

near Tucson, one along the Santa Cruz River in the southern Tucson Valley 

and another in the northern Tucson Valley.   
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As the effects of the melting glaciers receded, the southeastern Arizona 

climate continued to warm and dry.  Mammoths and other big game 

animals began to die off, probably because they couldn’t adjust to the 

climate changes, but perhaps because they were killed off by their human 

hunters.  By about 7,500 BC, the large mammals were mostly gone.   
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Chapter 3   

 

Archaic Period                                               

(7,500 BC - AD 200) 

 

For the purposes of this 

history, the beginning of the 

Archaic Period in southeastern 

Arizona corresponds roughly 

with the extinction of the large 

animals that Paleo-Indians had 

hunted for thousands of years.  

A long period of cool, wet 

weather was giving way to a 

time of heat and drought.  Lake 

Cochise, once filled by rainfall, 

covering an area of 140 square 

miles at a maximum depth of 

46 feet, began to evaporate.  

Low elevation forests died of 

thirst, pines retreated up 

mountain slopes, and 

mesquites began to appear 

along the rivers.  Desert plants 

and animals, formerly confined 

to the more arid southern 

Archaic Period man returning from a 

hunt.  The man is holding a desert 

cottontail and carrying a spear and 

atlatl.  (Courtesy of the Desert Indian 

Museum) 
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range of the Mexican states of Sonora and Chihuahua, began to advance 

northward into the drying basins.  The mighty saguaro cactus first 

appeared in southern Arizona at the start of Archaic period.  The climate 

stabilized by about 2,500 BC, closely resembling the climate of today. 

Southeastern Arizona’s Archaic Indians gradually adapted to the changing 

environment. Two distinct cultures evolved:  the traditional Desert 

Culture, encompassing the Santa Cruz and San Pedro River Valleys, 

extending north to central Arizona and south into northern Sonora; and 

the Cochise Culture (named for Lake Cochise) in the rugged mountains 

farther east in southeastern Arizona and western New Mexico, extending 

into northern Sonora.2 

Desert Culture big game hunters now hunted smaller game like deer, big-

horn sheep, squirrels, rabbits, and quail.  They transitioned from long 

hand-thrown spears to smaller spears launched with an atlatl, or spear 

thrower, an 18-20-inch stick that in effect lengthened the spear thrower’s 

arm and provided great propulsive force.  Instead of Clovis points, they 

used cruder triangular points with deep corner notches.  They expanded 

their foraging to get more food from a variety of edible wild plants, like 

wild onions, potatoes, pinon nuts, acorns, berries, seeds, and grains. 

The Desert Culture 

people stayed in one 

place longer than their 

predecessors.  They 

maintained seasonal 

migratory patterns but 

returned to the same 

place.  They lived 

primarily in the open, 

but probably built 

temporary shelters.  

                                                           
2
 A third Archaic culture in Arizona, the Basket Maker Culture, occupied the 

Colorado Plateau in the Four Corners area, was known for masterful baskets and 
sandals, and was the forerunner of the influential Ancestral Pueblo prehistoric 
civilization.  A fourth Archaic culture, the San Dieguito Culture, occupied western 
Arizona and was the ancestor of the Patayan prehistoric civilization. 

Reconstruction of Archaic Period pithouse.  

(Courtesy of the Desert Indian Museum) 
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The eventually learned to make pithouses - brush structures over holes 

dug in the ground. 

The beginning of this Desert Culture was marked by the appearance for 

the first time of seed-milling equipment in the form of hand-held stone 

grinding slabs.  Porridge and bread were then a part of the diet. By about 

3,000 BC, the Desert people’s grinding equipment had evolved to deep 

basin bottom-stones or mutates, small round handstones or manos, 

mortars, and large stone pestles.   

Late in the Archaic 

Period, people started 

growing their own 

food (introduced from 

earlier developing 

civilizations in 

southern Mexico and 

Central America) 

including corn, beans, 

and squash.  Thus 

began a transition 

from hunter-gathering 

to a life centered on farming, leading to permanent, if only seasonally 

occupied, small settlements.  

The Desert people planted crops near camps with permanent water 

supplies.  After planting they resumed hunting and gathering native plant 

foods, returning to harvest the ripened crops.  By 1,500 BC these early 

farmers were constructing short irrigation canals along the Santa Cruz 

and San Pedro Rivers.  Flood farming during the summer monsoon season 

was practiced along the banks of the rivers and their tributaries by at 

least 800 BC.    

Meanwhile, as Lake Cochise dried up, succeeding generations of Cochise 

people adapted a desert and cliff environment.  Taking shelter in caves 

and under ledges, the Cochise peoples ranged from mesa top to desert 

floor with the seasons.  While hunting and foraging, food caches provided 

a base of operations.  The earliest evidence of agriculture north of 

Grinding stones with prickly pear cactus pads and 

mesquite beans.  (Courtesy of the Desert Indian 

Museum) 
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Mexico, primitive small cob corn, was found in Bat Cave, a Cochise 

Culture site in west central New Mexico, and was dated around 3,500 BC.  

By about 1,000 BC, agriculture was firmly established in the Cochise 

Culture. 

In both the Desert and Cochise cultures, small farming camps grew into 

small agricultural settlements or villages by about 400 BC.  Only a few of 

these Archaic Indian sites have been found in or near southeastern 

Arizona so far.  These include Bat Cave; the Double Adobe site in 

Whitewater Draw, near Douglas; Cave Creek Village, near Portal; and 

several sites along the Santa Cruz River in the Tucson Valley, where 

evidence of short irrigation canals has been found.  

Plant remains recovered from these settlements reveal that the farmers 

grew maize and eventually beans, squash, agave, and cotton (for food as 

seeds and fiber for weaving).  Excavation has revealed small round or oval 

pit houses, bell-shaped storage pits, roasting pits, small fire pits, 

carbonized fragments of corn, and human burials.  Other artifacts from 

this period include marine shell beads and small pendants.  Small fire-

hardened clay human figures and beads have also been found.   

Fired figurines, shell jewelry, bell-shaped pits, and corn farming all 

developed in Mexico centuries earlier than in southeastern Arizona.  

Marine shells and some of the other materials used in tools and 

ornaments were not locally available, suggesting that early farmers 

traded with Mexico. Thus began the long-term influence that Mexico 

would have on southeastern Arizona. There is also evidence of early east-

west trading - from the Pacific Coast through southern Arizona to New 

Mexico. 

By AD 200, undecorated, unpolished pottery (brownware) was widely 

used in southeastern Arizona as containers or for storage.  Reliance on 

crops continued to increase.  Populations grew.  Trade in shells, 

turquoise, and obsidian increased along newly developing trade 

networks. 

A new age was about to dawn.  People started coming together in more 

permanent settlements, built more substantial buildings and massive 

irrigation systems, and formalized their games and rituals. 
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Chapter 4 

 

Prehistoric Civilizations                          

(AD 200 - AD 1450) 

 

With influence from advanced agrarian civilizations in Mexico, two 

prehistoric civilizations arose out of the earlier Desert and Cochise 

Cultures to dominate in southeastern Arizona between about AD 200 and 

AD 1450.  The Hohokam lived in Arizona’s southwestern desert, central 

Arizona, the Santa Cruz and San Pedro River valleys, and northwestern 

Mexico.  The Mogollon lived in eastern Arizona, the rugged mountains of 

southeastern Arizona, southern New Mexico into western Texas, and 

northern Mexico.   

A third prehistoric civilization, the Ancestral Pueblo people, occupied the 

high mesas and deep canyons of the Four Corners area, extending east 

into northern New Mexico and north into southern Utah and southern 

Colorado.  And a fourth, peripheral civilization, the Patayan, was centered 

along the Colorado River, south of the Grand Canyon, in western 

Arizona.3 

Each civilization mastered its environment.  Farming and a more 

sedentary village life made possible the further development of tools, 

arts, and crafts, especially pottery.  Each culture was influenced by the 

                                                           
3
 For a discussion of all four prehistoric civilizations, see “The History of Native 

Americans in Arizona,” from the book, Arizona Reflections by Bob Ring. 
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others through extensive intermingling, sharing, and trading, but each 

also had distinctive characteristics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hohokam 

According to Henry D. Wallace of Desert Archaeology, Inc. in The 

Hohokam Millennium, scientists now believe that the Hohokam Culture 

“developed in place” from small farming villages of Desert Culture people 

along the Santa Cruz River in the Tucson Valley and then expanded 

These prehistoric civilizations occupied Arizona from AD 200 

to AD 1450.  (Map courtesy of Tom Bergin) 
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northward into settled communities at the junction of the Salt and Gila 

Rivers in the Phoenix area in about AD 450.   

The Hohokam used extensive irrigation systems to become the master 

farmers of the prehistoric southwest.  They dug hundreds of miles of 

irrigation canals with elaborate webs of reservoirs, and exploited 

floodwaters to produce two crops annually.  Crops included corn, squash, 

beans and cotton.  Cotton was used for both food (in the form of cotton-

seed cakes) and clothing (where cotton fiber was spun into yarn and 

woven into poncho, shirts, and belts).  Agave was also grown for food and 

fiber.  

 

At first the Hohokam lived in small groups of pithouses, then larger 

groups surrounding a central plaza.  Later, settlements aggregated into 

large communities of perhaps a few thousand people with above ground 

adobe buildings, platform mounds for both living and ceremonial 

purposes, and large basin-shaped ball courts for sports.  Most 

importantly, people lived in structures atop the mounds, suggesting an 

elevated status and the beginning of a social hierarchy. 

The largest Hohokam settlements were to the north:  Snaketown in the 

Phoenix area, and Casa Grande in the middle Gila River Valley.  Except for 

the Great House in Casa Grande, and unlike some well-preserved 

A reconstruction of a Hohokam village from about AD 1125.  (Rob Ciaccio, 

courtesy of Desert Archaeology, Inc.) 
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Ancestral Pueblo ruins to the north (like Canyon de Chelly and Navajo 

National Monument), Hohokam ruins today consist mostly of traces of 

the old canal systems and excavated building foundations.  Numerous 

archaeological sites have been found, excavated, and analyzed in 

southeastern Arizona, including the Tucson Valley, along the Santa Cruz 

River; the San Pedro Valley and along the San Pedro’s main tributary, the 

Babocomari River; the base of the Huachuca Mountains; and along Texas 

Canyon, 20 miles of Benson.  

 

The Hohokam produced red-on-brown pottery, made plaited baskets 

from plant fibers, and were possibly the first people in the world to 

master an etching process - in this case decoration of shells obtained 

from Mexico by etching designs with acidic fermented saguaro cactus 

fruit. 

Besides extensive trade, influence from Mexico can be seen in Hohokam 

truncated earthen pyramids, large ball courts, human figurines of clay, 

and elaborate textiles. 

 

Illustration of a Hohokam tower-type mound from about AD 1275.  (Ziba 

Ghassemi, courtesy of Desert Archaeology, Inc.) 
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Mogollon 

The Mogollon Culture was identified by the University of Arizona’s Emil 

Haury in the 1930s based on differences between architecture and 

artifacts from the Ancestral Pueblo and Hohokam Cultures.  Key 

differences included deeply excavated pithouses with log frames and 

roofs of saplings, reeds, bark and mud; underground social and 

ceremonial structures; and distinctive coiled pottery. 

The Mogollon are thought to be descendants from the archaic Cochise 

Culture.   

Their farming methods were primitive, with the use of a simple digging 

stick, but did include mountainside contour terrace gardening.  Crops 

included corn, beans, squash, tobacco, and cotton.  Mogollon people 

continued to depend on small-game hunting, aided about 500 AD by the 

adoption of the bow and arrow, and wild food gathering, including roots, 

berries, seeds, nuts, and insects.  

Gila Cliff Dwelling was occupied by the Mogollon people late in the prehistoric 

period.  (Courtesy of Wikimedia) 
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Late in the prehistoric period, under influence from the Ancestral Pueblo 

people to the north, the Mogollon Culture appeared to concentrate in 

southwestern New Mexico, where they built above ground pueblos and 

cliff dwellings.  Villages grew to as many as 30 structures.   

There are very few architectural remains of the Mogollon culture today, 

the most significant perhaps being the Gila Cliff dwelling in southwestern 

New Mexico.  Several Mogollon sites have been found in southeastern 

Arizona, including San Simon Village on Gold Gulch, ten miles west of 

Bowie; sites on both sides of the Chiricahua Mountains, including sites at 

the mouth of every major canyon emerging from the Chiricahua’s; and 

canyons emerging from the Peloncillo Mountains.    

Because the Mogollon civilization extended far into northern Mexico, 

there was considerable trade with other prehistoric peoples of central 

Mexico and the coast of the Gulf of California. 

Mogollon people are also 

known for weaving clothing 

and blankets, made from 

cotton, feathers, and animal 

fur yarn; and for feather-

decorated baskets.  Of 

particular note is the 

fabulous pottery from the 

Mimbres region in 

southwestern New Mexico - 

black-on-white pieces 

painted with stylized 

representations of daily life 

and geometric designs.   

Disappearance of Prehistoric Civilizations 

By about AD 1300 Arizona’s prehistoric civilizations began to decline.  The 

Hohokam people started abandoning their settlements, scattering in 

small groups.  By AD 1450 the Hohokam culture had largely disappeared.  

The Mogollon culture lost its distinct identity.  Some were absorbed by 

Mogollon black on white pottery from the 

Mimbres region (Courtesy of 

rarepottery.info) 
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the then well-advanced Ancestral Pueblo civilization; others abandoned 

the region and emigrated south to Sonora, Mexico.  

The Ancestral Pueblo people also began abandoning their villages with 

most of them migrating towards the south.  Amazingly, Arizona’s Patayan 

culture and concurrent prehistoric societies across the rest of America, 

disappeared at roughly the same time.   

Potential reasons for the decline of southeastern Arizona’s prehistoric 

civilizations include drought, pestilence, famine, plague, nomadic 

invaders, and internal political issues.  As of today, nobody really knows!   
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These Indian tribes were prominent in Arizona before the Spanish 

came in large numbers.  (Map courtesy of Tom Bergin) 
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Chapter 5   

 

Native Americans - Independent      

(1450 - 1691) 

 

This time period is defined as the interval between the end of the 

Prehistoric Period and the start of significant influence of the Spanish in 

southeastern Arizona.  Prior to 1691, Native Americans enjoyed relative 

independence. 

The accompanying map shows the approximate tribal boundaries for the 

future state of Arizona in the year 1600.  Arizona’s Indian tribes included 

both descendants of Arizona’s prehistoric civilizations and new 

immigrants to the region. 

The agrarian pueblo-building Hopi and Zuni were acknowledged 

descendants of the Ancestral Pueblo culture.  The people in western 

Arizona, also farmers - including the Cocopah, Yuma, Halchidhoma, 

Mohave, Hualapai, Havasupai, Maricopa, and Yavapai - were thought to 

be descendants of the Patayan culture.   

The farming and hunter southern Paiutes began moving into 

northwestern Arizona from central Oregon and Nevada about the year 

1000.   

The Apaches and Navajos were also late arrivals to the southwest, 

completing a long immigration journey from Alaska and western Canada 

sometime between 1200 and 1500.  The Navajos were originally raiders, 
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but eventually adopted a pastoral life style.  The Apaches were nomadic 

raiders.   

The desert and river-valley farming O’odhams were probably descendants 

of the Hohokam.   

As shown in the map, it was O’odhams and Apaches who populated 

southeastern Arizona. 

O’odham 

O’odham is the name of the Uto-Aztecan language4 spoken by the Native 

Americans of southern Arizona and northern Sonora, Mexico.  O’odham-

speaking people were classified by scholars into two distinct subgroups 

on the basis of cultural, economic, and linguistic differences.  The Tohono 

O’odham people (formerly called Papago) or “Desert People,” lived in the 

desert, west and south of Tucson, including northern Sonora, Mexico.  

The Akimel O’odham group (traditionally called Pima) or “River People,” 

lived along Arizona’s Salt and Gila Rivers, and along the Altar River in 

Sonora.  A further subgroup of Piman natives, named Sobaipuris, lived in 

the valleys of the San Pedro and Santa Cruz Rivers - and were the people 

who greeted Italian-born Spanish Jesuit missionary Father Eusebio Kino 

who first visited southeastern Arizona in 1691.  All three of these 

O’odham groups had similar languages and believed in a common origin, 

according to shared oral traditions.  

There is no clear transition between the Hohokam culture and the 

O’odham people. 

Tohono O’odham.  The Tohono O’odhams were moderately mobile; they 

lived in dispersed small settlements, migrating with the seasons from 

desert valleys to cooler mountains.  During the summer monsoon season, 

along the rivers and in the washes that crisscrossed the valleys, Tohono 

O’odhams cultivated crops of white tepary beans, Papago peas, squash, 

sugar cane, and melons.  Through foraging they ate a variety of regional 

                                                           
4
 Uto-Aztecan is a Native American language family consisting of over 30 

languages, found almost entirely in the western United States and Mexico.  The 
name of the language family was created to show that it includes both the Ute 
language of Utah and the Aztecan language of Mexico. 
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plants, including ironwood seed, mesquite bean pods, hog potatoes, 

cholla buds, and saguaro cactus fruit.  In the winter, from mountain well 

sites, they hunted pronghorn antelope, deer, rabbits, and javelina; 

gathered hornworm larvae; and trapped pack rats as sources of meat.   

Preparation of foods included steaming plants in pits and roasting meat 

on an open fire.  They lived in circular houses constructed of saguaro and 

ocotillo ribs, and mesquite, covered with mud and brush.  Ceremonial 

houses were similar but larger. 

Each village had a headman, but the business of the village was discussed 

by a council of elders who only took action when they reached 

unanimous agreement. 

They specialized in black and white baskets made of coiled willow, devil’s 

claw, yucca, and bear grass.  The baskets were used as food containers, 

medicine and trinket holders, and strainers for liquids.  Baskets 

progressed to an art with various patterns and designs. 

The Tohono O’odham traded meat, baskets, pottery, salt, shells, mineral 

pigments, and macaws for corn - with neighboring tribes. 

For recreation, they played stickball and ran races. 

Sobaipuri. Over the past 30 years, archaeologist Deni Seymour has 

investigated multiple sites on the San Pedro and Santa Cruz Rivers that 

produced evidence of Sobaipuri occupation in the 1400s, as the Hohokam 

civilization was ending.  (More recent evidence indicates Sobaipuri 

presence as early as the 1200s.)  Whether the Sobaipuris displaced the 

remaining Hohokam, or emerged from them, is still a question today.  

The Sobaipuris employed irrigation farming, exploiting the old Hohokam 

irrigation canals along the Santa Cruz and San Pedro Rivers, and building 

and modifying their own.  They also collected water from Monsoon rains.  

Crops included corn, beans, squash, melons, and cotton.  They were 

sedentary farmers, living year round in consistently laid out villages, 

sharing a central ramada and kitchen area.  According to archaeologist 

Seymour, 
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“They lived in dome-shaped elongated and oval houses, 

some of which tended toward rectangular with rounded 

corners.  These were covered by bent-poles and then 

with mats that were sometimes covered with dirt or mud, 

or they were covered by brush.” 

The Sobaipuri lacked a winter crop, so were forced to gather goods such 

as mesquite, devils claw and cactus, or hunt rodents, birds, deer, and 

pronghorn or mountain sheep for survival. 

Each village had a leader, but government was by consensus and the 

leader depended upon his powers of persuasion. 

The Sobaipuri produced intricate black and white baskets used to store 

food, hold water, roast corn, and serve food.  They also wove cloth for 

This representation of a Sobaipuri village shows typical dome-shaped 

shelters.   (Courtesy of shiftingfocus.com) 
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clothing.  From brown clay, they made plain (minimally decorated) 

pottery with matte or wiped surfaces.   

Neighboring settlements would participate in games and religious 

observances, such as a rain ceremony. 

Apache 

After their arrival in the southwest, the Apaches evolved into six major 

groups,5 with the Chiricahua historically living in the rugged mountains of 

southeastern Arizona, southwestern New Mexico, and northern Sonora.  

Unlike most other, longer-established tribes in Arizona, and because of 

their relatively recent migration from Alaska to the desert southwest, 

Apaches speak a language from the Athabaskan language family.6   

For many years, archaeologists thought that the Apaches didn’t reach the 

southwest until the 1500s or 1600s.  Recently, however, Deni Seymour 

has produced convincing evidence of ancestral Apache presence in 

southeastern Arizona’s Dragoon and Peloncillo Mountains in the 1300s.   

Apaches were nomadic; they moved from place to place frequently - from 

valley floor to mountain peaks, while (originally) hunting and gathering 

for their sustenance.  They hunted deer, pronghorn and mountain sheep, 

quail, rabbits, and squirrels.  They gathered wild plants such as roots of 

wild potatoes, sorrel leaves, cattail shoots, heads of yucca, flowers 

(including stalks, blossoms, and seeds), berries, and nuts.  Century plants 

(mescal) and mesquite beans were the big staples. 

Frequent moves based on scattered and seasonally available resources 

meant that homes had to be simple, quickly erected, and easily 

abandoned.  Archaeologist Alden Hayes, in his book A Portal to Paradise, 

described these shelters,  

“The traditional Chiricahua wickiup was made by stabbing 

the butts of long flexible poles into the ground, tying their 

                                                           
5
 Chiricahua, Jicarilla, Lipan, Mescalero, Plains Apache, and Western Apache. 

 
6
 This is a large family of indigenous languages of western North America, 

including Alaska, western Canada, and the U.S. northwest Pacific Coast. 
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tips together in a domelike frame, and thatching it with 

sacaton or beargrass or covering it with hides.  For short 

stops this shelter could be quite small, but for a stay of 

several weeks it might be twelve feet across at the floor 

and high enough to stand in.” 

 

Apache women made large baskets to store food from thin sticks of 

willow, cottonwood, or sumac - stitched together with the same material 

and then soaked in water to make them more flexible.  Devils claw was 

added for designs in black, the bark of the yucca root for red. They also 

made twined back baskets for carrying things, bottle shaped baskets, 

covered with sap from trees, to carry water, and simple pottery for 

cooking. 

Apaches were thinly spread, scattered into small groups across large 

territories, consequently tribal cohesion was minimal. A matrilineal 

society, the largest practical unit was the “local group” of approximately 

In the foreground, an Apache native constructs a temporary shelter.  

(Courtesy of hubpage.com) 
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30 extended families, where members were related either by blood or 

marriage. The “local group” was the nucleus of government, social 

organization, hunting, warfare, and religious ceremonies. Tribal chiefs 

provided local group leadership. 

The Apache nomadic way of life complicates accurate dating of 

archaeological sites because they constructed less substantial dwellings 

than other southwestern Native American groups, e.g. the Sobaipuri.  

They left behind a more austere set of tools and material goods than 

other southwestern cultures. 

According to archaeologist Seymour, Apaches were initially friendly with 

their neighbors, the Sobaipuri.  They traded with one another, sometimes 

raided together, and even intermarried. 

Conclusion 

Before the Spanish arrived in numbers, Arizona Indians lived in harmony 

with their environment and the impact on the land was small.  Sometimes 

the Indian tribes fought with each other and sometimes they traded 

goods.  Their religion was based upon nature and the environment. 
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In this oil painting by Frederick Remington, Spanish Conquistador Francisco 

Coronado begins his expedition north from Mexico City in 1540.  (Courtesy of 

Wikimedia) 
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Chapter 6  

 

Spanish Era                                              

(1539 - 1821) 

 

The Spanish conquest of the “new world” began in 1492 with Columbus’s 

arrival in the West Indies, and quickly extended to half of South America, 

most of Central America, and much of North America, including present 

day Mexico, Florida, and the Southwestern and Pacific Coastal regions of 

the United States.   

The first Spanish ship-landing in Mexico occurred on the Yucatan 

Peninsula in 1517, followed in 1519-1521 by Hernan Cortez’s conquest of 

the Aztec Empire in central Mexico.  The Spanish colonization of Mexico 

had begun. 

Exploration       

It was Spanish gold seekers from Mexico who first explored Arizona.  In 

1539 Spanish Franciscan Missionary Marcos de Niza came north from 

Mexico City looking for rumored “vast riches.”  Niza traveled down the 

San Pedro River Valley, finding his way almost to the Zuni villages in 

northeastern Arizona, but returned to Mexico City before seeing them 

because the natives killed his advance scout.  

A year later, in 1540, Spanish Conquistador Francisco Vazquez de 

Coronado, with an army of 300 horsemen and foot soldiers, guided by 

Marcos de Niza, came north looking for “seven cities of gold.”  Coronado 
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entered southeastern Arizona along the San Pedro River, turned 

northeast before reaching present day Benson, and turned north again at 

present day Safford to reach the westernmost Zuni villages.  

It was standard Spanish practice to read a royal decree to any Indian 

tribes encountered, informing them of their duty to the Pope and the 

Crown, and their right to freedom if they submitted, along with the threat 

of war and enslavement if they did not.  Indians were considered pagan 

savages. 

Coronado stormed the Zuni villages and confiscated the natives’ food 

supplies, fighting the first battles between Indians and whites in what is 

now the United States. 

Coronado found no gold, but exploring parties from the main expedition 

traveled westward to encounter Hopi villages and the Grand Canyon.  

Coronado continued to the northeast, reaching all the way to present day 

Kansas, and then returned to Mexico City on the same route to complete 

a three-year trek.   

The Coronado expedition reported contact only with poor natives in 

southeastern Arizona, probably small mobile groups who subsisted on 

wild plant and animal foods.  Archaeologist Deni Seymour suggests that 

“Coronado did not encounter the Sobaipuri [natives] … because he turned 

before reaching their southernmost settlement” on the San Pedro River. 

The next significant Spanish expedition into Arizona was accomplished in 

northern Arizona in 1583 by Spanish explorer Antonio de Espejo.  Spanish 

colonization had reached the northern part of today’s Mexican state of 

Chihuahua, from which Espejo traveled northward to explore present day 

New Mexico.  He also visited the Zuni and Hopi villages in present day 

Arizona, heard stories of silver mines further west, and continued in 

search of them, probably reaching the Verde Valley.  Espejo didn’t find 

impressive mining potential, but the expedition created interest in 

establishing a Spanish colony in New Mexico’s Rio Grande Valley.  

In 1598 the Province of New Mexico was officially created by the King of 

Spain, including most of present day New Mexico, with Juan De Onate 

named as governor.  In 1604-1605 Onate made the most extensive 
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exploration of Arizona to date, marching west from New Mexico, past the 

Zuni and Hopi villages in Arizona, reaching the Verde Valley and the 

Prescott area, finally arriving at the Colorado River, and then heading 

south to the Gulf of California. 

Neither of these expeditions affected southeastern Arizona directly. 

Even before the first Spaniard saw Arizona, the native Indians were 

probably infected with European diseases (e.g., smallpox, influenza, and 

measles) for which they had no immunity.  That’s because after the first 

Spanish ship-landing in Mexico in 1517, in the years before the Spanish 

got to Arizona, severe disease could have been transmitted along Indian 

trade routes from central Mexico to Arizona.  After the Spanish came, 

things undoubtedly got worse.7   

The legacy to Arizona Indians of the early Spanish explorations was 

probably limited to a few stray horses and livestock animals, and wider-

spread disease.  

Mission Building Starts      

Disappointed at finding no riches, but desiring to control Arizona as a 

barrier against Russian, French, and English efforts to penetrate their 

empire’s northern colonial frontier, in the early 1600s, Spain began to 

make Spanish-speaking Catholics out of as many natives as possible.   

According to historian Henry F. Dobins in Spanish Colonial Tucson, 

“Colonial officials relied heavily on missionaries to concentrate scattered 

native populations at a relatively few mission sites” to foster farming and 

stock-raising, while preparing natives to “become tribute-paying subjects 

of the Crown.”   

                                                           
7 While there is no accurate data on Native American deaths caused by European 

diseases in Arizona, it has been estimated that the average loss of life from 

infectious diseases America-wide was a horrifying 25-50 percent of the Indian 

population.  
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By 1610, Spanish Colonial expansion northward had reached Santa Fe, 

New Mexico and southern Sonora, Mexico.  Spanish missionary efforts 

were about to surround southeastern Arizona. 

In 1629-1633 Franciscan missionaries from Santa Fe founded three 

missions among the Hopi pueblos in northeastern Arizona.  But the Hopi 

resisted heavy-handed Spanish efforts to totally eliminate their religious 

practices - efforts that included imprisonment, execution, and destroying 

religious articles.  A successful “Pueblo Revolt” in 1680 ended the Spanish 

missionary and settlement efforts in northeastern Arizona.  

Even earlier, in 1600, to the south, Spanish Jesuit priests began 

establishing mission settlements in Sonora with the native Mayos, Yaquis, 

and Opata.  Perhaps inspired by the Pueblo Revolt, there were periodic 

native rebellions in Sonora due to Spanish coercion and physical abuse of 

the indigenous people.  Even so, there was a steady expansion northward 

of Spanish missions towards southeastern Arizona. 

Besides this steady, and sometimes violent, Spanish mission founding 

effort, the situation was further complicated by the incursion of Apache 

raiders from southeastern Arizona into northern Sonora, beginning in 

1682.  Prior to this, Apaches had often helped themselves to the corn of 

the sedentary Sobaipuris, though it wasn’t a significant contribution to 

their food supply.  But as Spanish settlers, following the missionaries, 

became established in northern Sonora, Apaches began raiding for 

livestock, which soon became an important part of their economy.  The 

Apaches quickly acquired horses, improving their mobility for quick raids 

on missions and settlements. 

Jesuit Father Eusebio Kino arrived in northern Sonora in 1687 and began 

establishing missions in the Altar River Valley. In 1691 Sobaipuri Indians 

invited Father Kino to visit their villages in southeastern Arizona, along 

the Santa Cruz River at Tumacácori and 15 miles south, at Guevavi, where 

he established the region’s first missions.   

Ironically, at the same time that Father Kino became the first European to 

start exploring the Santa Cruz River Valley, Spanish troops mounted their 

first campaign into southeastern Arizona against Apaches in the 

Chiricahua Mountains. 
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In 1692 Father Kino established 

a mission at the Sabaipuri village 

of Bac, also along the Santa Cruz 

River, about seven miles south 

of Tucson.  Mission San Xavier 

del Bac was the northern-most 

Jesuit mission in southern 

Arizona.  At the time of its 

founding, there were 800 

natives farming irrigated fields. 

In 1694, while traveling 

northward through the Santa 

Cruz Valley, Father Kino found a 

Sopaipuri village called 

Schookson (later called Tucson 

by the Spanish) - on the west 

side of the Santa Cruz River at 

the foot of A-Mountain.  Three years later on another visit, he counted 

750 people living there in 186 houses stretched out along the river.    

At Schookson, Father Kino saw that from a combination of the free-

flowing river, tapping underground flows in river marshes, plus natural 

springs in the marshes, the natives irrigated their crops using canals 

probably left behind by the Hohokam.  Between A-Mountain and the 

Rillito River, on the east bank of the Santa Cruz River, the Sobaipuris also 

irrigated crops in the floodplain.  They grew corn, beans, squash, melons, 

and cotton. 

From 1687-1711, Father Kino established more than 20 missions in 

Mexican Sonora and southeastern Arizona.   

In 1692, 1696 and 1697, Padre Kino also visited Sobaipuri villages on the 

San Pedro River, made serious efforts to convert the natives, but was 

unsuccessful in establishing permanent missions. 

Father Kino introduced wheat, cattle, horses and mules to the natives.  

Other Jesuit missionaries introduced barley, peaches and sheep to 

Julian Martinez commemorated Father 

Eusebio Kino in this statue, located in 

Tucson.  (Courtesy of Bob Ring) 
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complement the native summer crops and wild food resources.  The 

seeds for better agriculture and ranching had been planted. 

In 1699-1701 Father Kino traveled north to the Gila River and twice made 

trips to the west to the Colorado River, exploring, mapping, preaching, 

and giving agriculture instruction to the Indians he encountered. 

After Father Kino’s death in 1711, his mission program faltered.  Without 

resident priests in the three missions on the Santa Cruz River, for the next 

20 years, it was left for Jesuit fathers from northern Sonora to periodically 

visit southeastern Arizona.  It wasn’t until 1732 that the Sobaipuri 

communities along the Santa Cruz and the San Pedro rivers saw resident 

missionaries again.  About that time, the San Ignacio de Sonoitac mission 

was established at an old rancheria in Sonoita, near Patagonia. 

Meanwhile to the east, Apache raids into northern Sonora, and Spanish 

retributions into southeastern Arizona, had both increased and 

intensified.  In 1698 Apaches raided a Sobaipuri village on the San Pedro 

River and were beaten back with heavy losses, but from that point on, 

Apaches regularly attacked Sobaipuris in the San Pedro River Valley.   

This constant pressure from Apaches had two important long range 

effects.  First, some of the Sobaipuris started to relocate westward, 

beginning with the Sonoita area, followed by the Santa Cruz River Valley.  

Second, the Sobaipuris became hardened enemies of Apaches, leading to 

their prominent future role in helping the Spanish defend the frontier 

against them. 

Initial Settlement   

Spanish settlement of southeastern Arizona began in the 1690s with a 

small cattle ranch in the San Rafael Valley, at the headwaters of the Santa 

Cruz River, and possibly also in the San Bernardino Valley, east of present 

day Douglas, in the headwaters region of Sonora’s Yaqui River.   

According to anthropologist Thomas E. Sheridan, “the most important 

impetus to Spanish settlement” in southeastern Arizona was a silver strike 

in 1736 in northern Sonora, a few miles southwest of present day 

Douglas, that resulted in a large migration of Spanish fortune seekers into 
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Arizona.  Prospectors began to explore silver mining potential in the Santa 

Rita and Patagonia Mountains. 

In addition to mining, some of these adventurers were impressed by the 

fertile Santa Cruz Valley and stayed to farm or start cattle ranches.   

This brought the interlopers into land conflicts with the native Sobaipuris 

and Tohono O’odhams who were already chaffing at harsh treatment by 

Jesuit missionaries.8  Gradual loss of autonomy and territory during the 

spread of Spanish settlement fueled bad feelings. 

Fearful of the increasing numbers of Spanish colonists and tired of 

Spanish forced labor practices and administrative interference in their 

affairs, in 1751 Pimas and Tohono O’odhams in Sonora’s Altar River 

Valley, together with Sobaipuri and Tohono O’odhams in southeastern 

Arizona, revolted against Spanish control, attacking a number of ranches, 

mines, and missions.  Following the deaths of two Spanish missionaries, 

and over a hundred settlers and peaceful natives, the Spanish military, 

over a period of several months, defeated a large force of natives and the 

so-called “Pima Revolt” ended with a negotiated peace. 

The next year in 1752, the Spanish set up a fort, or presidio, at Tubac to 

protect Spanish interests in the Santa Cruz Valley.  This was the first 

permanent Spanish settlement in Arizona.   

Mission building continued in the Santa Cruz River Valley. In 1753 the 

mission at Tumacácori was moved from the east bank to the west bank of 

the river. In 1756 Mission San Cayetano de Calabazas was founded by 

Spanish Jesuit missionary Father Francisco Xavier Pauer.  The mission was 

located between Tubac and Guevavi, along the Santa Cruz River.  

The first attempt at establishing a permanent mission in Tucson occurred 

in 1757 when German-born Jesuit Bernhard Middendorff arrived, 

accompanied by ten soldiers to provide security.  But after only five 

months, Middendorff was driven out by the Sobaipuri natives and he fled 

                                                           
8
 The same contentious situation had been developing for years in northern 

Sonora, with increasing native resistance.  By 1751 native discontent included the 
Pimas and Tohono O’odhams in the Altar River Valley.  (See Appendix 2, A Short 
History of Northern Sonora, Mexico)   
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to Mission San Xavier del Bac, with Tucson reverting to the status of a 

“branch” mission, or visita, San Cosme y Damián de Tucson.   

 

Farther east, Apaches continued deadly raids against the Sobaipuris living 

on the San Pedro River.  With the Sobaipuris much reduced in numbers, 

in 1762 Spanish Colonial officials, trying to strengthen their northern 

frontier, ordered Spanish troops to relocate the Sobaipuris from their 

native land to existing missions to the west.  About 250 Sobaipuris came 

to Tucson.  One unfortunate result of this move was the removal of a 

barrier to Apache plundering to the south and west.   

While the remaining Sobaipuris were consolidating in the Santa Cruz River 

Valley, suddenly in 1767, King Charles III of Spain expelled the Jesuits 

from the Americas because their model of independent mission 

communities didn’t fit Spain’s emerging desire to exploit their colonial 

lands and native labor for private gain.   

 

Tubac presidio, circa 1775, the first permanent Spanish settlement in Arizona.  

(Courtesy of briannalehman.com) 
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King Charles ordered another Catholic religious order, the Franciscan 

College of the Holy Cross, to operate the northern Sonora and 

southeastern Arizona missions.  The Franciscans assigned Spanish-born 

friar, Fray Francisco Garcés, to the San Xavier del Bac Mission and the 

associated natives at Tucson.  Immediately after arriving in 1768, Fray 

Garcés established Mission San Agustin del Tucson and began splitting his 

time between Bac and Tucson. 

Meanwhile the Apaches had expanded their warlike activities.  They 

began raiding missions, mines and ranches in the Santa Cruz River Valley.  

The Sabaipuri village of Bac suffered three attacks by Apaches in 1768 and 

1769. The Sobaipuris at Mission San Ignacio de Sonoitac were attacked 

and their village devastated by Apaches in 1769.  Guevavi was deserted in 

1774 because of the furious hostility of Apaches.9  That same year, 

Apaches attacked the Tubac Presidio, and drove off their entire herd of 

500 horses.  Calabazas was abandoned in 1786 due to frequent Apache 

attacks.10  Mining camps and ranches were abandoned under constant 

                                                           
9
 The mission at Guevavi was never inhabited again.  Ruins of the old mission can 

be seen today on guided tours of the National Park Service from Tumacácori 
Mission. 
 

The Spanish established these Catholic missions to convert the natives, and the 

presidios for protection from O’odham revolts and Apache raids. The 

“QUIBURI” presidio is mislabeled; recent research has established that it 

should be “Santa Cruz de Terrenate.  (Adapted from Historical Atlas of 

Arizona) 
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pressure from Apaches.  It seemed that Apaches now controlled all of 

southeastern Arizona.  

Spanish officials had begun thinking about building new presidios and 

relocating others to provide a “unified line of defense” against British and 

Russian interests in the northwest, and more effective defense against 

Apaches.  Spanish soldier, Irish mercenary, Colonel Hugo O’Conor was 

given the responsibility of selecting the sites. 

On August 20, 1775, O’Conor announced his decision to move the 

garrison at Tubac to Tucson.  The new site was to be on the east terrace 

of the Santa Cruz River, opposite the Sobaipuri village and Mission San 

Agustin del Tucson.  Troops moved into the new presidio in 1776. 

                                                                                                                                     
10

 The Calabazas Mission was later used as a stock ranch for the Tumacácori 
Mission and after that as a private ranch.  In the early 1900s, the small village of 
Calabazas sprang up along the railroad tracks just north of the old mission.  Like 
Guevavi, ruins of the Calabazas Mission can be seen on National Park Service 
guided tours. 

Tucson artist Cal Peter’s conceptual drawing of the Spanish Presidio in 

Tucson, circa 1795.  View looking southeast.  (Courtesy of Arizona 

Historical Society, 597 15) 
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O’Conor also relocated two presidios in northern Sonora northward to 

southeastern Arizona to try to better protect Sonora against Apaches.  In 

1775 Presidio Santa Cruz de Terrenate was established west of the future 

site of Tombstone, on a bluff overlooking the San Pedro River.  But the 

presidio only lasted through 1780, before it was abandoned due to 

constant Apache attacks.  A second presidio was established in 1776, a 

few miles east of today’s Douglas.  But Presidio de San Bernardino also 

had to be abandoned in 1780 because of strong opposition by the 

Apaches.  So both of these short-lived garrisons were moved back to their 

previous locations in northern Sonora. 

During this period of presidio building and relocation, Juan Bautista de 

Anza, Spanish Captain of the Tubac Presidio, and later to be the Governor 

of New Mexico, made two trips to northern California that helped 

establish a land route to the west and enabled the settlement of San 

Francisco to provide a buffer against Russian colonization of the Americas 

advancing from the north. De Anza’s first trip in 1774 was an exploratory 

trip from Tubac through northern Sonora (to avoid Apaches) to the future 

site of Yuma and then north to Monterey, California.  De Anza returned on 

the same route to Yuma, then turned east along the Gila River.   

De Anza’s second trek to California started in October 1775 while the 

Tucson Presidio was being constructed.  De Anza led a group of colonists 

from northern Sonora, through Tubac, north along the Santa Cruz River to 

the Gila River, and on to California on the by now well-established trail, 

today marked as the Juan Batista de Anza National Historic Trail.  De Anza 

returned to Arizona in 1776 in time for his troops to move into the new 

Tucson Presidio. 

Fray Garcés accompanied Juan Bautista de Anza on the two trips to the 

Colorado River, helping to establish overland routes to California.  On the 

second trip, Garcés traveled north along the Colorado River to the Grand 

Canyon and east to the pueblo country in northeastern Arizona.  He 

established peaceful relations for Spain with Indians along the way, 

including the Quechan, Mojave, Havasupai, and Hopi.  

Garcés continued his ministry at Bac and Tucson through 1779, before 

moving on to other missions on the Spanish colonial frontier.  In 1781 he 
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was killed along the Colorado River by Yuma Indians rebelling against 

harsh Spanish treatment.     

Even the Tucson Presidio was not invulnerable to Apaches.  Through 

1784, the new presidio suffered four direct Apache attacks, with up to 

500 warriors. 

Battered as they were, Spanish soldiers from northern Sonora and the 

southeastern Arizona presidios, often accompanied by their new allies, 

the Sobaipuris, “carried the war to the enemy’s land,” conducting 

relentless campaigns against Apaches, deep into their mountain retreats.   

In 1787 the old Tubac Presidio was occupied by an 80-man force of 

Sobaipuris, with Spanish officers, that helped defend the frontier for 

more than half a century.  Historian Thomas E. Sheridan emphasizes the 

importance of these natives to the continuing struggle against Apaches:  

“Without O’odham allies [mostly Sobaipuris at this time], Hispanic 

Arizona would not have survived.” 

After a particularly active and successful “search and destroy” campaign 

by the frontier military in 1788, some of the Apache bands began “suing 

for peace.”  This coincided with a new pacification policy adopted by 

Spanish officials to encourage Apaches to settle near presidios, where 

they would be “rewarded” with food rations, spirits, and (inferior) 

weapons.  As John P. Wilson puts it in his book, Islands in the Desert, “The 

new strategy worked surprisingly well. … the frontier entered a period of 

relative peace that endured for nearly forty years.” 

Tucson acquired its first Apache residents in 1793, when about 100 men, 

women, and children built their wickiups beside the Santa Cruz River at 

the northern end of the presidio. Within a few years, most of the 

Chiricahua Apaches, more than 2,000 people, had settled in these “peace 

establishments” at Tucson and Tubac, and in northern Sonora. 

But the Sobaipuri population was not faring so well.  For years, the 

Spanish missions in the Santa Cruz River Valley had been in decline, as 

historian Wilson states,  
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“suffering severe population losses from diseases more 

than from Apache arrows.  [Many of the] Sobaipuris had 

either died off, moved north to villages on the Gila River, 

or fled [west into the desert to join their cousins, the 

Tohono O’odhams]. … To maintain their congregations, 

the priests were forced to recruit desert dwelling 

[Tohono O’odhams] to come and settle at the missions.” 

Archaeologist Deni Seymour further describes the situation,  

“Many of the western O’odhams were drawn to Sobaipuri 

mission settlements along the river because of the 

promise of food and protection.  Thus, as Sobaipuris died 

these other groups moved in to supplement the 

population.  The missionaries were mainly concerned 

with keeping their baptism roles full to ensure financial 

and political support among decision-makers and with 

converting natives to save their souls before they died of 

disease or attack from uncooperative neighbors.” 

The mission population finally stabilized after 1800. 

Late Period Settlement  

With southeastern Arizona generally at peace, a time of “modest 

economic growth” began.  The overall population started to grow as new 

settlers moved in from Mexico. 

Mining resumed around 1804 - at gold placers in the Tumacácori 

Mountains west of the Santa Cruz River and at placers just south of the 

old Guevavi mission.  Some of the silver mines, in the Santa Rita and 

Patagonia Mountains and in the San Pedro River Valley, were revived.  

But mining never amounted to much in southeastern Arizona during the 

Spanish years. 

Settlers farmed the banks of the Santa Cruz River at Tucson and Tubac, 

and grazed cattle nearby.  Spanish and Native American farmers grew 

corn, wheat, vegetables, and cultivated fruit orchards in irrigated fields.  

Foreshadowing future problems, there was competition for water, 
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leading to agreements that increasingly favored the Spanish settlers over 

the Native Americans.  

To encourage settlement, the Spanish Colonial government began issuing 

land grants in southeastern Arizona.  The first one, the Tumacácori Grant 

in 1807, consisted of lands along the Santa Cruz River from the presidio at 

Tubac, south to the old mission at Calabazas.  The second grant, the 

Calabazas Grant in 1811, was for lands around the old mission.  A third 

land grant, the San Ignacio de la Canoa Grant, east of present day Green 

Valley, was applied for in 1820, but was not approved during the Spanish 

period. 

For the last 30 years of the Spanish empire in Mexico, most of the growth 

in southeastern Arizona occurred in the Santa Cruz Valley.  Awe-inspiring 

churches were built at the missions of San Xavier del Bac (completed in 

1797) and San Jose de Tumacácori (still under construction at the end of 

the Spanish era and not completed until 1828 in the Mexican period). 

 

 

 

Mission San Xavier del Bac about 1890.  (Courtesy of tripod.com) 
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Anthropologist Sheridan, writing in his book Arizona - A History, 

summarized the population situation in southeastern Arizona towards the 

end of the Spanish era, 

“Most Spaniards continued to live along the Santa Cruz.  

The total non-Indian population hovered around one 

thousand, with three hundred to five hundred people at 

Tucson, three hundred to four hundred at Tubac, and 

fewer than one hundred at Tumacácori.  The rest of 

Arizona remained in Native American hands.” 

But changes were brewing.  Spain, the world’s richest and most powerful 

nation, was in decline and its empire was breaking up; European wars had 

taken their toll.  In 1810 Mexicans started a revolution to achieve their 

freedom.  Finally in 1821, the Mexican War of Independence ended with 

Mexico free, after 300 years of Spanish colonialism.   

The war had little effect on southeastern Arizona - on Mexico’s extreme 

northern frontier. As Arizona historian Odie B. Faulk, in his book, Arizona - 

A Short History, put it, 

Mission San Jose de Tumacácori as it appeared in 1947.  (Courtesy of 

Wikimedia commons) 
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“The Mexican War of Independence … was of no 

consequence for Arizona.  Local soldiers and civilians 

were not involved.” 
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Chapter 7  

 

Mexican Period                                                                        

(1821 - 1854) 

 

The Mexican Period in southeastern Arizona lasted only 33 years - a time 

of economic troubles, continued decline of the missions, reemergence of 

the Apache threat, discovery by Americans, and a difficult transition to 

American territory. 

Difficult Frontier Development 

After achieving independence, Mexico suffered a financial depression - 

the revolution bankrupted the national treasury.  Funds that had 

supported missions, presidios, and Apache peace camps were exhausted.  

Moreover, Mexico’s political situation was fragmented, as the old 

provinces under centralized control were replaced by semi-independent 

states that struggled for power.   

Frontier colonization efforts in the Santa Cruz Valley suffered greatly.  

There was a shortage of resources, people, and a roadmap for 

development.  The presidios at Tucson and Tubac fell into disrepair.  

Church buildings were neglected. 

To attract additional settlers, the Mexican government continued the 

Spanish practice of awarding private land grants in southeastern Arizona.  

In 1821 the government approved the San Ignacio de la Canoa Grant, east 
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of present day Green Valley, proposed at the end of the Spanish era.  

Through 1833, the government issued additional grants along the Santa 

Cruz River and its tributaries, and in the San Pedro River watershed.  A 

San Bernardino Grant was issued in northern Sonora, with its northern tip 

jutting into Arizona, east of Douglas.  It was from these land grants that 

some of southeastern Arizona’s most important cattle ranches would 

later emerge. 

 

 

Farming continued as a main industry along the Santa Cruz River. Winter 

crops of wheat, barley, chickpeas, lentils, and garlic followed the summer 

crops of corn, beans, squash, pumpkins, chili peppers, tobacco and 

cotton.   

No significant mining was accomplished in southeastern Arizona during 

the Mexican period.  Only sporadic attempts were made to rework some 

of the old Spanish gold placer and silver diggings. 

The missions that had been in decline in the late Spanish era suffered 

gravely during the Mexican period.  Those priests who refused to support 

Mexican independence were expelled in 1821.  Mission buildings were 

used as stables, barns, and barracks.  Mission San Augustin del Tucson 

was abandoned in 1831.  Then, in 1834, Mexico secularized all remaining 

missions.  Church property became government property!   

The Spanish and Mexican land grants were concentrated along the Santa 

Cruz and San Pedro Rivers. Some of the original grants were later rejected by 

U.S. Courts.   (Courtesy of Historical Atlas of Arizona) 
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The mission Indians (mostly Tohono O’odhams by that time) at San Xavier 

del Bac and Tumacácori hung on for a few years, with the missions in 

increasingly dilapidated condition.  Since the 1790s, Mexican settlers had 

been moving onto O’odham lands along the Santa Cruz River.  By the 

1840s, much of that land had been declared “abandoned” by the Mexican 

government and auctioned off to Mexican settlers - a veritable “land 

grab,” according to anthropologist Thomas E. Sheridan.   

Moreover, the population of the peaceful O’odham natives was declining 

drastically due to diseases brought by the Europeans.  

Meanwhile, the Mexican economic depression had caused the old 

alliances between Spain and the Apaches to end.  There were no rations 

for the peaceable Apaches, so by 1831 most had left the proximity of the 

Tucson and Tubac presidios and had resumed raiding in southeastern 

Arizona and northern Sonora.  Apaches attacked both Tucson and Tubac 

several times, with as many as 1,000 warriors, and residents only survived 

by taking refuge in the walled presidios.  By 1840 most of the Mexican 

cattle ranches had been abandoned.11  Tubac was finally abandoned in 

1849 after an Apache assault.  The Apaches had reasserted control over 

southeastern Arizona! 

Mexico responded with underfunded retaliatory campaigns against 

Apaches, with little success.  In 1837 they built Presidio de Calabazas to 

protect lands near Mission San Cayetano de Calabazas.  In the late 1830s 

they even instituted an ineffective Apache scalp-bounty system.  By the 

end of the Mexican period, no means of curbing the Apache menace had 

been found.  

Anthropologist Sheridan summarized the situation eloquently, 

                                                           
11 According to Thomas Sheridan in his Arizona history, Mexican period mixed-

breed long horn cattle numbers probably never exceeded thirty thousand 

animals. Droughts and Apache raids took a heavy toll.  After the Mexican ranches 

were abandoned, cattle herds ran wild.  Thereafter, the continuous slaughter of 

wild cattle by Apaches, American soldiers, civilians, and gold seekers crossing 

Arizona in the late 1840s and early 1850s, exterminated wild cattle from 

southeastern Arizona. 
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“The brief history of Mexican Arizona, then, can only be 

understood as a desperate seesaw for survival.  The 

Apaches would attack.  The Mexicans would 

counterattack.  The Apaches would attack again in larger 

numbers, with better guns. … Meanwhile the brief 

florescence of Hispanic Arizona withered under a harsh 

Athabaskan wind.” 

Mexican-American War     

In 1846 the expansionist-minded U.S. and a politically divided and 

militarily unprepared Mexico went to war over disagreements about the 

ownership of Texas and California.  American forces quickly occupied New 

Mexico and California, and then mounted expeditions from New Mexico 

to fortify and resupply California.  In 1846 Colonel Stephen Watts Kearny 

led a force of about 100 dragoons from Santa Fe, down Arizona’s Gila 

River12 to California, reporting friendly contacts with both Akimel 

O’odham and Apache natives.  In fact, the Apaches, who hated Mexicans 

after many years of warfare, offered to help the Americans in their fight 

against Mexico.  

Following Kearny, in 1846-1847 Captain Philip St. George Cooke led the 

500-man, famous Mormon Battalion across Arizona on a route to the 

south of Kearny’s, that was better suited to wagons.  Cooke’s Wagon 

Road entered southeastern Arizona though Guadalupe Pass in the 

Peloncillo Mountains, continued west along the current international 

border to the San Pedro River, then turned north along the River to about 

present day Benson, and then northwest through Tucson to the Gila River 

to join the Kearny’s Gila Trail.  

Lastly, in 1848 Major Lawrence Pike Graham led approximately 500 

troops from Monterrey, Mexico to San Diego, California.  Graham’ route 

entered southeastern Arizona at the headwaters of the Santa Cruz River 

                                                           
12 The western part of this trail had been pioneered years earlier by missionaries 

Father Eusebio Kino and Fray Francisco Garcés, and Spanish soldier Juan Batista 

de Anza.    
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and proceeded down the Santa Cruz, through Tumacácori, Tubac and 

Tucson, to join the Gila Trail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mexican-American War was short-lived.  It had started with a border 

skirmish in Texas, was fought mainly in central Mexico, far from Arizona, 

and ended in early 1848, soon after the Americans seized Mexico City.  

Under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hildalgo, that took effect on July 4, 1848, 

Mexico ceded one-third of its territory to the U.S. for $15 million13 - lands 

that included Texas and the future states of California, Utah, Colorado, 

Wyoming, New Mexico, and the part of Arizona north of the Gila River.  In 

1852 Boundary Commissioner John Russell Bartlett surveyed the southern 

boundary of the new U.S. lands.14 

At this point, southeastern Arizona still belonged to Mexico.  As historian 

Thomas Sheridan wrote, 

                                                           
13

 The U.S. also assumed $3.25 million of previous Mexican debt. 
 
14

 An error in the official map used to set the eastern end of the boundary in New 
Mexico resulted in a border dispute that wouldn’t be resolved until the Gadsden 
Purchase two years later. 

During the Mexican War, the U.S. mounted resupply missions through 

southeastern Arizona from New Mexico to California.   (Adapted from 

Historical Atlas of Arizona) 
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“Arizona was never a prize in the conflict.  On the 

contrary, most Anglo pioneers and politicians considered 

it a wasteland, a desert, an Indian-infested obstacle 

between Santa Fe and San Diego.  Several U.S. military 

expeditions passed through the area on their way west, 

but they did so as quickly as possible, and none of them 

stayed.” 

Another event occurred that would have enormous effect on the U.S. and 

cause tens of thousands of people to transit Arizona on their way to 

California.  On January 24, 1848 - a few months before the Treaty of 

Guadalupe Hidalgo went into effect - gold was discovered in the 

mountains east of San Francisco, California, causing the largest gold rush 

in U.S. history.  By 1849 the rush was on; in the next few years at least 

20,000 “Argonauts” would make their way across southeastern Arizona 

from the east on their way to the gold fields. 

The southern route to the gold fields was a network of trails through 

Arizona that converged along the Gila River in western Arizona.  Many 

gold seekers came by way of Kearny’s Gila Trail.  One of the most popular 

routes was along Cooke’s Wagon Road through Guadalupe Pass, then 

extending westward on Graham’s path to the Santa Cruz River, then 

north through Tucson to the Gila Trail.  A third route was pioneered by 

Jack Hays, a veteran of the Texas Rangers; this path, that entered Arizona 

near modern San Simon and extended westward north of the Chiricahua 

Mountains, would eventually become (with minor deviations) the route 

of the Overland Mail, the Southern Pacific Railroad, and Interstate 10. 

The “forty-niners” founds these routes parched and perilous.  Mules and 

men lost their lives in brutal stretches without water.  Historian Sheridan 

wrote that one forty-niner wailed, “What this God-forsaken country was 

made for, I am at a loss to discover.”   

A few of the gold seekers who transited southeastern Arizona noticed the 

lush grasslands suitable for cattle ranches, and opportunities for mining.  

Generally they were unimpressed with Tucson, as an old, dirty Mexican 

town.   
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As with the earlier military missions, Apaches didn’t bother most of the 

Argonauts, apparently seeing the Americans as potential allies in their 

struggles against the Mexicans. 

Gadsden Purchase      

Following the end of the Mexican War, American Army engineers had 

surveyed northern Arizona, looking for a path for a transcontinental 

railroad, to provide a critical communication link between the eastern 

U.S. and California.  A suitable route was determined, but it was not all-

weather; winter snow would be a problem. 

So, American eyes turned to southern Arizona (and extreme 

southwestern New Mexico).  Army surveyor Lieutenant William H. Emory 

had accompanied Colonel Kearny’s California resupply mission in 1846 

and determined that the eastern portion of the Gila Trail would be 

impassable for a railroad.  It was also clear that the country 60-100 miles 

south of the Gila River would provide a reasonable route. 

 

The Gadsden Purchase added southeastern Arizona to the United States.  

(Courtesy of Wikimedia) 
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The American government sent Colonel James Gadsden to Mexico to 

negotiate the purchase of enough land to provide a good southern 

railroad route to California.  After consideration of a number of 

geographical options, the Gadsden treaty was signed on December 30, 

1853, whereby Mexico sold the U.S. 29,670 square miles of land south of 

the Gila River for $10 million.  The U.S. Congress ratified the treaty on 

April 25, 1854 and the Mexican government took final approval action on 

June 8, 1854.  The new lands were attached to the U.S. Territory of New 

Mexico, created by the U.S. Congress in 1850.  (Of the total area, 27,305 

square miles were added to present day Arizona and the balance to New 

Mexico.)  Boundary Commissioner William Emory (then a major), along 

with his assistant Lieutenant N. Michler, completed the southern 

boundary survey in October 1855.   

Meanwhile, before the Gadsden Treaty had gone into effect, with the 

permission of the Mexican government, other American engineers had 

been surveying possible southern railroad routes.  Andrew B. Gray, 

formerly of the boundary commission, was hired by the Texas Western 

Railroad to run a preliminary survey along the Major Graham resupply 

route of 1848, completing his work in 1854.  Also in 1854, Lieutenant John 

G. Parke, of the U.S. Army Corps of Topographical Engineers, surveyed the 

route pioneered by Jack Hays in 1849, through Tucson, Apache Pass in the 

Chiricahua Mountains, to a junction with Cooke’s Wagon Road in New 

Mexico.  A year later Parke again covered the route and found a pass 

between the base of Mount Graham and the Chiricahua’s that cut 30 

miles from the distance and reduced the number of summits to be 

crossed.15 

So after more than 300 years of existence on the northern frontier of the 

Spanish empire and then Mexico, southeastern Arizona now belonged to 

the United States.  The region was not a coveted prize of the Gadsden 

Purchase; it just came along with the southern railroad route. Maligned 

by gold seekers and embattled with Apache raids, a cholera epidemic 

                                                           
15

 Twenty-eight years later, in 1883, the Southern Pacific Railroad completed its 
transcontinental line across southeastern Arizona - essentially along this route. 
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broke out in 1851 that further diminished its attractiveness to the rest of 

America.  At the time of the U.S. takeover, there were probably fewer 

than 1,000 non-Indian residents.  But some of the seeds for future 

development of cattle ranching and mining had been planted. 

Setting the southern boundary of the Gadsden Purchase did not stifle the 

ambitions of some independent American adventurers known as 

filibusters16 who dreamed that they could create new colonies or nations 

for themselves by invading Baja California or northern Sonora and 

usurping Mexican authority.  From the 1850s into the 1860s, northern 

Mexico was subject to repeated incursions or invasion threats by 

filibusters eager to gain their own lands.  But Mexico was able to rally 

their military, citizens, and native Tohono O’odham in defense of the 

country, sometimes brutally repelling attacks, and the filibusters did not 

succeed.   

Southeastern Arizona was not affected directly.  The easternmost Mexico-

bound filibuster border crossing was at Lukeville, about 200 miles west of 

                                                           
16

 Derived originally from the Dutch and then the Spanish word for pirate or 
freebooter. 

Americans surveyed the Mexican Cessation and Gadsden Purchase borders, 

and potential transcontinental railroad routes.   (Adapted from Historical Atlas 

of Arizona) 
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Nogales.  However, in 1857, a few men from Tucson, including well known 

lawyer and future member of the U.S. House of Representatives from 

Arizona, Granville Henderson Oury, were recruited for one of the raids.  

For a few years, these filibuster efforts left people in southeastern Arizona 

(and northern Sonora) concerned with their safety in northern Mexico.  
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Chapter 8 

 

American Territorial Period                    

(1854 - 1912) 

 

Arizona’s Territorial Period was a time of great transformation for 

southeastern Arizona.  As America took over, southeastern Arizona was 

mostly “empty” except for the small Mexican town of Tucson and the 

mission settlement at Tumacácori.  The rest of southeastern Arizona 

belonged to the Apaches. 

A growing colony of Americans began to settle in Tucson - attracted by 

local mining and ranching possibilities.  Development - including homes, 

stores and other businesses - expanded outside the walls of the presidio.  

According to Tucson historian C. L. Sonnichsen, Tucson was “Not a 

bustling town yet, but it was beginning to stir.”  

Connections were established with the rest of the country - first by 

overland stagecoach and then by transcontinental railroad.  The “Apache 

Wars” were finally resolved after years of brutal fighting.  Cattle ranches 

were established and proliferated in the grassland areas of the region.  

Fantastic silver and copper discoveries were made a few miles east of the 

San Pedro River.  Booming cattle and mining businesses opened up the 

interior of southeastern Arizona to permanent Anglo residents.  Towns 

developed quickly at the mining sites and along the transcontinental 

railway line to serve as mining and cattle shipping and supply points.  A 
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network of local stagecoach lines (and later, railroad lines) emerged to 

serve southeastern Arizona.  For a time, southeastern Arizona earned a 

reputation as the “Wild West.” But, even with this progress, Arizona’s 

road to statehood was long and difficult. 

 

These key events occurred in southeastern Arizona                                   

during the Territorial Period. 

Year Event 
 

Additional Information 

1856 Southeastern Arizona 
occupied by U.S. Troops for 
first time 

Mexican troops remained in 
Tucson to keep the peace until 
U.S. troops arrived to take 
charge. 

1858 Butterfield Overland Mail 
stagecoach service began 
across southern Arizona 

Followed Parke-surveyed route. 
Operated until 1861, then route 
moved north during Civil War. 

1861-  
1865 

American Civil War 
 

U.S. troops vacated southeastern 
Arizona to defend New Mexico 
from Confederates, allowing the 
Apaches to resume raiding. 

1862 Southeastern Arizona 
claimed as part of 
Confederacy 

Confederate troops “captured” 
Tucson in early 1862 and later 
that year skirmished with Union 
troops at Picacho Peak, before 
withdrawing from Arizona in mid-
1862. 

1863 Arizona became separate 
U.S. Territory from New 
Mexico 

Abraham Lincoln signed the 
statue based on Arizona’s 
mineral riches, agricultural 
potential, and “prospects.” 

1866-
1877 

Tucson served as capital of 
Arizona Territory 

Before and after this period, 
Prescott was the capital. 

1869 First steam sawmill in 
southeastern Arizona in the 
Santa Rita Mountains 

Other sawmills followed to 
support logging:  Huachuca 
Mountains (1878) and Chiricahua 
Mountains (1879).  

1870-
1920s 

Regional stagecoach lines 
operate 

With Tucson as base - carried 
mail, valuables, and people 
between towns and mines. 
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Key events, contd. 

Year Event 
 

Additional Information 

1872 Henry Hooker established 
Sierra Bonita Cattle Ranch  

See Cattle Ranching highlight 
section. 

1877 Mormon community of St. 
David founded 

Other Mormon groups settled in 
Douglas, Benson, and Tucson.  

1877 Silver discovered at 
Tombstone 

See Mining highlight section. 

1877 Copper discovered at 
Bisbee 

See Mining highlight section. 

1881 Southern Pacific completed 
southern route of 
transcontinental railroad 

Northern route across Arizona 
completed by Atlantic & Pacific in 
1883. 

1881 Gunfight at the OK Corral See Wild West highlight section. 

1886 Arizona’s Indian Wars 
ended with Geronimo’s 
surrender 

See Indian Wars highlight 
section. 

1899 County boundaries in 
southeastern Arizona 
finalized - Pima (1864), 
Cochise (1881), Santa Cruz 
(1899) 

Cochise County formed from 
Pima County because of local 
pride and growth of Tombstone.  
Santa Cruz County also formed 
from Pima County because of 
growth of Nogales. 

1908 Coronado National Forest 
established by presidential 
proclamation 

First forest reserves proclaimed 
in southeastern Arizona in 1902.  
U.S. Forest Service created in 
1906. 

1910 Mexican Revolution began U.S. Army sent troops to Naco 
and Douglas to enforce America’s 
neutrality and to stop smuggling 
of arms and ammunition into 
Mexico. 

1912 Arizona became 48th U.S. 
state 

See Road to Statehood highlight 
section. 
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Connecting to the U.S.  

In late 1857 John Butterfield of Utica, New York won a government 

contract to carry mail from St. Louis, Missouri to San Francisco, California.  

The agreement was to provide overland stagecoach service twice a week 

in each direction; each trip of 2,800 miles was to be completed in 25 days 

or less.  Mail was first priority but passengers were accepted. The first 

trips (east and west) across southeastern Arizona occurred in the fall of 

1858.  Overland Mail operations continued through Tucson until the 

spring of 1861, when the threat of Civil War and Texas’s seceding from 

the Union forced the southern transcontinental stage line to move north.  

 

 

About two decades later, the Southern Pacific Railroad Company began 

laying track in Yuma and proceeded to cross the southern Arizona desert, 

west to east, along the general route used previously by early explorers, 

Spanish missionaries, military expeditions, California gold rushers, freight 

wagons, and overland stagecoaches.  Completed in 1881, the railroad 

The overland stagecoach route across southern Arizona’s sparsely populated 

desert landscape was 437 miles long with 27 stagecoach stations.  The 

stations were simple adobe structures with corrals for the animals pulling the 

coaches.  It took about four days to get through Arizona.  (Map courtesy of 

Tom Bergin) 
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brought many changes: Large numbers of Anglo settlers slowly helped 

change Tucson from a Mexican agricultural economy to an Anglo urban 

center - effectively ending the southern Arizona frontier.  The railroad 

brought heavy equipment that enabled efficient mining development and 

expanded cattle ranching in southeastern Arizona.  Connection tracks 

were built to outlying towns and mines.  By 1900 you could take a train to 

Nogales, Tombstone, and Bisbee.  This slowly expanding rail network 

helped enable the Arizona Territory to develop along with the railroad.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indian Wars 

Under the Bureau of Indian Affairs, United States policy towards Indians 

was firmly established at the time of the Gadsden Purchase.  Seeking to 

provide for an expanding American population and industry’s demand for 

natural resources, the policy required that Indians be “concentrated, 

domesticated, and incorporated” on reservations.  Using treaties, 

This timeline map shows incremental construction progress of Arizona’s two 

transcontinental railroad routes. In the south, track-laying began on November 

18, 1878.  On March 8, 1881 the Southern Pacific connected at Deming, New 

Mexico to complete Arizona’s first transcontinental railroad route.   (Map 

courtesy of Tom Bergin) 



70 
 

coercion, and military force, the government actively consolidated Native 

American societies. 

Two tribes in southeastern Arizona were consolidated on reservations 

without the use of military force.  In 1859 the remaining Akimel O’odham 

people were placed on the Gila River Pima Reservation near the future 

site of Phoenix.  In 1874 local Tohono O’odham natives were collected on 

the San Xavier Tohono O’odham Reservation southwest of Tucson.   And 

in 1872 additional land near Gila Bend was added to the Tohono O’odham 

reservation.  Neither of these reservations included tribe members from 

Sonora, Mexico. 

Other Indian tribes in Arizona resisted strongly, especially the Chiricahua 

Apaches in southeastern Arizona.  Following the Gadsden Purchase, early 

friendships with Apaches degenerated into wariness and distrust, as 

Apaches began to raid the camps of “interloper” miners.  Similar 

skirmishes - that quickly turned to full hostilities - were occurring with 

other tribes across Arizona. 

In 1856, to protect settlers in southeastern Arizona against Apaches, the 

U.S. Army built Fort Buchanan three miles southwest of present day 

Sonoita.  Then, in 1861, a detachment from Fort Buchanan, led by 

Kentucky-born Lieutenant George N. Bascom, engaged Apaches in an 

event that precipitated 25 years of warfare in southeastern Arizona.  

Bascom Affair (1861-1863):  Lieutenant Bascom started a conflict at 

Apache Pass with a group of Apaches led by the prominent Apache leader 

Cochise, wrongfully accused of kidnapping a Sonoita-area rancher’s 

children and cattle rustling.  This set off a two-year series of brutal attacks 

and counterattacks from both sides that extended across southeastern 

Arizona into New Mexico, involving numerous Apache bands, and a major 

battle at Apache Pass.  An important Apache leader, Mangas Coloradas, 

was killed while in captivity.  Cochise managed to evade capture and 

continued his raids against white settlements and travelers until 1872, 

when a treaty was signed.17   

                                                           
17 Cochise was moved to the newly established, short-lived Chiricahua Indian 

Reservation (1872-1876), where he died of natural causes in 1874.  He was 
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Right after the Bascom Affair started, the U.S. Civil War began.  Federal 

troops were withdrawn from Arizona to help repel the Confederate 

invasion of New Mexico.  Fort Buchanan was destroyed to keep it from 

falling into Confederate hands.18  As historian Sheridan put it, “As the 

soldiers rode away, the Indians watched them go and thought they had 

won their war against the whites.” 

But, a civilian militia, a California Volunteers group, was able to build two 

additional forts in southeastern Arizona in 1862 to help protect settlers.  

As a result of the Bascom Affair, a “bare bones” Fort Bowie was 

constructed near Apache Pass.  Later, in 1868 a second, much more 

substantial, Fort Bowie was built.19  And in Tucson, Camp Lowell, 

described as “little more than a tent city” was established in 1862                                                                                                                           

within town limits.  In 1873 Fort Lowell was relocated seven miles 

northeast of town with permanent adobe buildings.20 

The California Volunteers were spread too thin to conquer the Apaches.  

Apache raiding increased.  Indians fought hard to resist encroachment on 

their tribal lands and practices.  Americans fought hard to secure new 

lands and resources.  Each side initiated brutal attacks and 

counterattacks.  Each side committed depredations.   

In 1871, a vigilante group of Tucson citizens became so upset with the 

deaths from Apache raids, that they (with Tohono O’odham allies) took 

matters into their own hands in what became known as the Camp Grant 

                                                                                                                                     
buried above one of his favorite camps in the Dragoon Mountains.  Cochise 

County is named after him. 

18 In 1867, following the Civil War, to aid in a renewed effort against the 

Apaches, the post was reactivated as Camp Crittenden, a half mile east of the 

Fort Buchanan site.  The fort was closed in 1873. 

19
 Fort Bowie was a focal point of operations against Apaches; the fort was 

abandoned in 1894. 
 
20

 Fort Lowell initially served more as a supply depot and administrative center 
than a combat base, eventually responsible for escorting wagon trains, 
protection of settlers, guarding supplies, patrolling the border, and conducting 
offensive operations against Apaches. 
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Massacre to attack a peaceful group of Apaches about 50 miles northeast 

of Tucson, killing 130 people, mostly women and children.   

Also in 1871, distinguished Civil War veteran General George Crook came 

to Arizona to manage the conquest of Indian Arizona.  According to 

Thomas Sheridan, Crook believed “that the hostile Indians of Arizona 

could be pacified only by relentless military campaigns. … And that’s 

exactly what he did.”   

An additional fort, Fort Huachuca, was founded in 1877 to counter the 

Apache threat.  It was located at the eastern base of the Huachuca 

Mountains.21 

General Crook’s efforts in southeastern Arizona included: 

Victorio’s Resistance (1877-1880):  After more than a decade of raiding in 

Arizona, in 1870 the U.S. Army convinced Apache leader Victorio to 

resettle his people in peace.  Victorio slipped away from the San Carlos 

Apache reservation in 1877 and led a force of 80 warriors into Mexico, 

then Texas, then back into New Mexico and into Arizona, carrying out a 

number of attacks.  He eluded mobilized American and Mexican forces, 

surviving a number of skirmishes, until he and more than half his group 

were killed by Mexican troops in a two-day battle in Mexico, just south of 

El Paso, Texas.  

Geronimo’s Resistance (1881-1886):  Starting in the late 1850s, Apache 

leader Geronimo fought against both Mexican and United States troops 

and became famous for his daring exploits and numerous escapes.  He 

was captured in 1877 and sent to the San Carlos Apache Reservation.  

After an Apache mystic was killed in a battle at Cibecue Creek on the Fort 

Apache Reservation in 1881, Geronimo left the San Carlos Apache 

Reservation to join other bands to fight the growing number of U.S. 

troops, beginning the most tenacious resistance to American settlement 

in Arizona.  Most Indians in Arizona had already “given up,” but Geronimo 

fought on.  He was pursued into Mexico, talked into returning to the 

                                                           
21

 Fort Huachuca continued operations after Geronimo’s final surrender in 1886 
because of its strategic border position.  In 1913 the Fort became the base for 
the “Buffalo Soldiers,” the black 10

th
 Cavalry Regiment. 
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reservation in 1884, escaped again in 1885, agreed in a parley to 

surrender, but broke free once again.  Geronimo surrendered for the final 

time on September 4, 1886, at Skeleton Canyon, 30 miles northeast of 

Douglas, in the Peloncillo Mountains. 

Soon afterward, Geronimo and most of the remaining Chiricahua Apaches 

(about 500) were sent by railroad to a reservation in Florida, and a year 

later to Alabama, and finally in 1894 to Oklahoma.  Geronimo was never 

granted permission to return to his homeland, dying a prisoner of war in 

1909.  

In the end, superior military resources won the war of attrition against 

Arizona’s Indians.  By 1890, 95% of surviving Indians lived on 

reservations.22  

 

                                                           
22

 For the complete story of Arizona Indians, see “The History of Native 
Americans in Arizona,” Chapter 6 in the book Arizona Reflections - Living History 
from the Grand Canyon State, by Bob Ring. 

C. S. Fly photographed Geronimo posing with members of his tribe and U.S. 

Army staff at the site of his final surrender.  (Courtesy of Wikimedia) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peloncillo_Mountains_(Hidalgo_County)
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Cattle Ranching 

Following the Gadsden Purchase in 1854, American cattlemen tried “to 

make a go of it” in Arizona.  But continued Apache hostilities and the 

outbreak of the Civil War severely limited these efforts. 

A cattle boom in southeastern Arizona started after the Civil War ended, 

when large numbers of Texas longhorns, from overgrazed pastures, were 

driven to the attractive empty grasslands of southeastern Arizona.   

A few large ranches and numerous small ranches were founded in this 

period as hostilities with Apaches gradually declined under constant 

attention from the U.S. Army.  In 1872 New England native Colonel Henry 

Hooker established the first permanent American cattle ranch in Arizona, 

the Sierra Bonita Ranch, 27 miles north of Willcox.  The ranch grew to 

become the largest in Arizona with 800 square miles of range.  By the 

mid-1870s, Hooker was running 11,000 cattle.  The Sierra Bonita ranch 

continues as a working cattle ranch today and in 1964 was declared a 

National Historic Landmark. 

In 1876 Englishman Walter Vail bought and later expanded the Empire 

Ranch south of Vail, on the eastern slope of the Santa Rita Mountains.  

This “real photo” postcard shows a typical cattle roundup on a southeastern 

Arizona ranch.  (Postcard courtesy of Al Ring) 
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The ranch became one of the largest in Arizona, with a range of 180 

square miles, and almost 40,000 head by 1898.  Vail became an important 

figure in the establishment of southeastern Arizona’s cattle industry. The 

ranch was listed as a National Historic Landmark in 1976. 

Also in 1876, cattlemen Thomas Driscoll and Frederick Maish bought the 

old 17,000-acre Spanish Canoa Land Grant, near today’s Green Valley, 

from Tomas and Ignacio Ortiz.  Driscoll and Maish continued cattle 

ranching that had started there in 1820, and worked the ranch until 1912, 

expanding the range to about 780 square miles, between the Baboquivari 

Mountains to the west and the Santa Rita Mountains to the east.  Canoa 

Ranch became the social and economic center of the middle Santa Crus 

Valley.  Cattle operations continued with successor owners until the 

1970s; in 2001 the Arizona Open Land Trust, working with Pima County, 

conserved approximately 4,800 acres as permanent open space and 

wildlife habitat.  In 2016 the Canoa Ranch was listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places. 

The completion of the Southern Pacific transcontinental railroad across 

southern Arizona in 1881 enabled the southeastern Arizona cattle 

industry to expand rapidly.  Big money investors shipped cattle into 

Arizona from various locations around the country, particularly from 

Texas, where cattlemen were looking to escape mandatory grazing fees 

on state lands.  Also, windmill technology improved to allow pumping of 

ground water into ponds, freeing cattle to graze oven extended distances 

from natural sources of water.  And Hereford cattle were introduced into 

Arizona to improve the herd.   

In the 1880s, Pennsylvania-born Colin Cameron purchased the San Rafael 

Ranch, in the headwaters region of the Santa Cruz River, where Spanish 

cattle ranching in southeastern Arizona had started in the 1790s.  In 1903 

the ranch was sold to Colonel William Greene who raised tens-of-

thousands of Hereford cattle and horses.  Ranching ended in 1998, but 

the property is preserved today as the San Rafael State Natural Area (not 

currently open to the public).   

In 1884 Texas native and Cochise County sheriff John Slaughter purchased 

the San Bernardino Ranch east of Douglas.  The ranch, two-thirds of 
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which extended into Mexico, grew into a major Arizona cattle operation 

and became a National Historic Landmark in 1964. 

Cattle ranching extended across southeastern Arizona, including the 

watersheds of the Santa Cruz and San Pedro Rivers, and eastward to the 

Sulphur Springs Valley, and across the Chiricahua Mountains to the San 

Simon and San Bernardino Valleys. 

With the decline of warfare against the Apaches, previously established 

Hispanic families returned to ranching in southeastern Arizona.  Also, 

newcomers from Mexico arrived. 

Cattle ranching also flourished in east central Arizona.  The number of 

cattle in Arizona grew “exponentially.”  By the 1890s there were about 

1.5 million cattle in Arizona. 

Severe draughts in the 1890s and overgrazing affected all Arizona cattle 

operations.  To survive, cattlemen had to adopt a different approach - the 

open range gave way to stock raising as a modern business enterprise.  

From growing the largest herds possible, Arizona ranchers increasingly 

specialized in breeding superior beef animals and then shipping them to 

other states for fattening.  They limited the number of cattle, invested in 

the land, and practiced good management.  Small ranches proliferated - 

to all 15 Arizona counties. 

Mining 

American adventurers began exploring southern Arizona immediately 

after the Gadsden Purchase, rediscovering old Spanish and Mexican silver 

diggings.  In southeastern Arizona, attention was focused initially on the 

upper Santa Cruz valley, near the new international border with Mexico.   

In 1857, Kentuckian and future Arizona Territorial pioneer Charles 

Debrille Poston organized the Sonora Exploring and Mining Company, 

headquartered in the abandoned Tubac Presidio, centrally located 

between silver mining interests on both sides of the Santa Cruz River.  

Poston’s mining efforts were largely unsuccessful, but Tubac had been 

resurrected as a local mining center and later, a cattle ranching and 

farming town. 
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In 1858, Rhode Islander and former U.S. Army officer Sylvester Mowry 

purchased the old Mexican-worked Patagonia mine in the Patagonia 

Mountains, renamed it the Mowry Silver Mine, and began mining - 

constructing a small mill and smelter.  The mine became the most 

valuable producing property in Arizona for a few years before closing in 

1862, yielding between $100,000 and $485,000 ($2.5-12.1M in 1917 

inflated dollars). 

Most mining in this borderland area in this early post-Gadsden-Purchase 

period encountered problems with Mexican labor, Apaches, banditry, lack 

of machinery, a continuing shortage of capital, and of course the Civil 

War.  Additionally, ore veins were thin (or exhausted) and often difficult 

to reduce.   

After the Mowry mine closed in 1862, southeastern Arizona saw only 

limited mining until the late 1870s when silver and copper mining helped 

Arizona mining grow to become the future state’s biggest business. 

Silver Mining in Tombstone.  Ed Schieffelin, briefly a civilian scout for the 

U.S. Army headquartered at Fort Huachuca, and a frequent prospector, 

found pieces of silver in a dry wash while working the hills east of the San 

Pedro River.  On September 21, 1877, Schieffelin filed his first claim and 

called his stake “Tombstone” after his friends warned him that the only 

thing he’d find on his prospecting trips in Apache country was his own 

tombstone.  Other eager prospectors raced to file additional claims over a 

wide area.   

Tombstone boomed and its underground mines produced more silver 

than any other mining district in Arizona, for an estimated total value in 

1890 of $40-$85M ($1.1-2.3B in 2017 inflated dollars).   

Due to the lack of readily available water near town, mills to process the 

silver ore were built along the San Pedro River about nine miles away, 

leading to the establishment of small milling towns at Charleston, 

Contention City, and Fairbank.  After 1882 Fairbank was also the nearest 

railroad connection to Tombstone for mining supplies and export of 

processed silver ore.  Ironically, starting in 1880, many of the mines struck 

water at depths of several hundred feet - greatly complicating the 

underground mining process. In 1884 the miners installed huge Cornish 
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engines to pump out the water, but in 1886 the largest pumping plant 

burned, literally melting and warping the Cornish engine and destroying 

headworks of the main shaft.  That disaster, and dropping silver prices, 

ended profitable silver mining in Tombstone. 

Copper Mining in Bisbee.  In the summer of 1877, another civilian scout 

from Fort Huachuca, Jack Dunn, discovered traces of silver and lead in 

Mule Gulch in the Mule Mountains, 23 miles southeast of Tombstone.  He 

staked the first mining claim in the district in August 1877 and then 

grubstaked a local ne’er-do-well prospector George Warren to file 

additional claims.  One of these claims, filed in late September 1877, 

became the fabulously rich Copper Queen Mine.  Ironically, the mining 

district was later named Warren23, while the original discoverer Dunn was 

soon forgotten. 

Bisbee became one of the richest mineral sites in the world, producing 

tons of copper and gold, plus significant amounts of silver, lead, and zinc.  

The town was named after San Francisco judge DeWitt Bisbee, one of the 

financial backers of the Copper Queen Mine. 

                                                           
23

 An image of George Warren, taken by pioneer photographer C. S. Fly, was used 
a model for a miner on the state Seal of Arizona in 1912.  Bisbee suburb, Warren, 
and Warren Ballpark, were named after George Warren.  A large monument was 
erected at his gravesite in Bisbee-Lowell Evergreen Cemetery. 

A typical major Tombstone mining operation in the early 1880s.   (Courtesy of 

the Arizona Historical Society) 
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The success of the Copper Queen Mine convinced Phelps Dodge to invest 

in Bisbee mining, becoming the largest mining company in Bisbee, 

eventually buying control of the Copper Queen Mine.  The Calumet and 

Arizona Company formed in 1901 to operate the large and profitable 

Calumet and Arizona Mine, adjacent to the Copper Queen.  Both 

companies initially operated smelters in Bisbee, but by the mid-1900s, 

had built new smelters 27 miles east along the international boundary 

with Mexico, in the newly-developed town of Douglas, named after Dr. 

James Douglas, the principal engineer of the Phelps Dodge Company. 

For the first few years of underground mining operations, processed ore 

was shipped by wagon to the closest railhead at Fairbank.  Inbound 

shipments of coke to fuel smelters, machinery and all sorts of goods 

required to support Bisbee’s mines, were received in Fairbank.  Around 

1890, rail lines were completed from Fairbank to Bisbee and Douglas, 

thereby establishing a connection to the transcontinental railroad that 

greatly improved transport of ore and goods.  And by 1903, another rail 

line had been constructed directly from Douglas, via Rodeo, New Mexico, 

Bisbee’s Copper Queen Mine in the early 1880s.   Smoke from the Czar shaft 

operations at center left obscures the town of Bisbee behind.  (Courtesy of 

Tucson.com) 



80 
 

to Deming, New Mexico on the transcontinental line, establishing a 

competing route that helped drive costs down. 

Underground copper mining operations continued to expand in Bisbee 

through the Territorial Period.   

Other Mining.  There were other smaller mining operations in the region 

during the Territorial period - most a few miles east/northeast of 

Tombstone.  From 1894 to the end of the Territorial period, John Gleeson 

mined for copper at an old turquoise mining site, employing 500 people 

at the peak of the operation, residents of the town of Gleeson.  Also, from 

1895 through the Territorial period, James Pearce mined for gold.  The 

town of Pearce peaked at 1,500 people.  And, starting in 1909, Courtland 

Young of the Great Western Mining Company, mined copper throughout 

the period; the associated town of Courtland peaked at about 500 

people.  These mining camps were all ghost towns by the time of the 

Great Depression in the 1920s and 1930s. 

Regional map showing mining towns and railroads, circa 1912.  (Courtesy of 

History of the Warren (Bisbee) Mining District) 
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Wild West 

Over a period of a little more than 25 years, southeastern Arizona earned 

its legendary reputation of being the “Wild West.”  The time was 

characterized by Victorio’s and Geronimo’s Apache resistance, increased 

ranching operations, rapidly growing mining boom towns, smuggling and 

cattle rustling across the U.S.-Mexico border, and a blooming network of 

stagecoach lines and railroads. 

Besides Apache raids across southeastern Arizona until 1886, Cochise 

County, and particularly Tombstone, was where most of southeastern 

Arizona’s Wild West action was.  There was considerable tension between 

the rural residents who were for the most part Democrats from the 

agrarian Confederate States and town residents and business owners 

who were largely Republicans from the industrial Union States.  During 

the rapid growth of Cochise County in the 1880s, at the peak of the silver 

mining boom, outlaws frequently robbed stagecoaches and brazenly stole 

cattle in broad daylight.  Between 1877 and 1882, bandits robbed 36 

stagecoaches in southeastern Arizona.   

In 1876, teenager Henry McCarty, who would later be known as William 

H. Bonney and then Billy the Kid, fled to territorial Arizona from New 

Mexico after stealing clothing and firearms, and was hired as a ranch 

hand by Henry Hooker at the Sierra Bonita Ranch, north of Willcox.  After 

murdering a blacksmith during an altercation in 1877, McCarty returned 

to New Mexico, participated in the Lincoln County War, and was 

eventually shot and killed by Sheriff Pat Garrett in 1881. 

Cattle rustlers from both the U.S. and Mexico used the International 

border to raid across in one direction and find sanctuary on the other 

side.  Bandits were even stealing horses from the Santa Cruz Valley and 

selling the livestock in Sonora, Mexico.  Mexican authorities complained 

about American outlaw Cowboys24 who stole Mexican beef and resold it 

in Arizona.  The Clanton and McLaury clans were among those allegedly 

involved in cross-border livestock smuggling from Sonora into Arizona. 

                                                           
24 A Cowboy in that time and that part of the country was generally regarded as 

an outlaw.  Legitimate cowmen were referred to as cattle herders or ranchers.   
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From 1878 -1881, there were a number of deadly engagements along the 

border (including the First and Second Skeleton Canyon Massacres, and 

the Guadalupe Massacre in the Peloncillo Mountains) involving American 

Cowboys, Mexicans, or the Mexican militia - each trying to get the upper 

hand in local smuggling and cattle rustling operations. 

Shootings were commonplace, especially in and around Tombstone.  The 

townspeople and business owners welcomed the Cowboys who spent 

money in the numerous bordellos, gambling halls, and drinking 

establishments.  As officers of the law, five Earp brothers (Wyatt, Virgil, 

Morgan, James, and Warren) held authority at times on the federal, 

county, and local level.  They were resented by the Cowboys for their 

rough tactics, including buffaloing drunken troublemakers.  And the lines 

between the outlaw element and law enforcement were not always 

distinct.   

Here are a few examples of the Wild West mayhem that occurred over a 

three-and-a-half year period, during Tombstone’s peak mining years25: 

In mid-June 1880, a drunken, estranged husband shot at his rival on the 

porch of Tombstone’s Cosmopolitan Hotel, but missed, and was in turn 

shot and killed by his rival. 

On October 28, 1880, Tombstone town marshal Fred White was trying to 

break up a group of late night revelers shooting at the moon on Allen 

Street.  He attempted to confiscate the pistol of Cowboy Curly Bill Brocius 

and was shot (supposedly accidentally) in the abdomen and later died. 

On January 14, 1881, Tombstone gambler Michael O’Rourke got into a 

disagreement with the chief engineer of the Tombstone Mining and 

Milling Company and shot and killed him.  

On February 28, 1881, Tombstone professional gambler and gunfighter 

Charlie Storm was killed by Luke Short in self-defense after being 

                                                           
25

 Besides the mayhem of gunfights, Tombstone suffered two disastrous fires 
during the same period.  On June 22, 1881, a major fire destroyed 66 businesses 
in the eastern half of the business district.  Less than a year later, on May 25, 
1882, an even bigger fire destroyed 100 businesses and most of the business 
district. 
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confronted by Storm for the second time that month. 

On October 1, 1881, in Charleston, drunken James Hickey taunted and 

harassed gun fighter Billy Claiborne until Claiborne shot and killed him. 

The most famous shooting occurred in Tombstone on October 26, 1881 

when a group of lawmen led by Marshall Virgil Earp and two brothers 

Wyatt and Morgan, plus the infamous John “Doc” Holiday, tried to arrest 

five Cowboys for violating a city ordinance against carrying weapons in 

town - in a confrontation that became known as the “Gunfight at the OK 

Corral.”  The lawmen prevailed (see figure caption), but the Cowboys 

would seek revenge. 

On December 28, 1881, Virgil Earp was shot-gunned and maimed while 

walking the streets of Tombstone. 

Pictorial representation of the Gunfight at the OK Corral.  Gunfight lasted 

approximately 30 seconds.  Cowboys Tom and Frank McLaury and Billy 

Clanton were killed.  Virgil and Morgan Earp and “Doc” Holiday were 

wounded and survived.  Wyatt Earp was unharmed.  It is regarded as the 

most legendary gunfight in the history of the Wild West.   (Courtesy of 

pdxretro.com) 
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On March 18, 1882, Morgan Earp was shot through a window and killed 

while playing billiards in Tombstone. 

On March 20, 1882 Cowboy Frank Stillwell was killed by Wyatt Earp in 

Tucson, on Earp’s so-called Vendetta Ride in retaliation for the shooting 

of Virgil and Morgan Earp. 

On March 24, 1882, Curly Bill Brocius was killed by Wyatt Earp in the 

Whetstone Mountains, about 20 miles from Tombstone, also on Earp’s 

so-called Vendetta Ride. 

On July 13, 1882, Cowboy and gunman Johnny Ringo was shot near 

Chiricahua Peak.  His death was ruled a suicide, but alternate theories 

suggest Ringo was killed by Wyatt Earp, Doc Holiday, or others. 

On November 14, 1882, Frank Leslie became involved in an argument in 

Tombstone with Billy Claiborne who shot at Leslie but missed, and was 

killed by Leslie who returned fire. 

On February 23, 1883, in Tombstone, May Woodman shot and killed 

William Kinsman, who although living with her at the time, had published 

his intentions not to marry her in the Tombstone Epitaph newspaper. 

On December 8, 1883, six outlaw Cowboys robbed a Bisbee mercantile 

store, killing four people, later referred to as the Bisbee Massacre.  Six 

men were arrested and convicted, and five of them were hanged on 

March 28, 1884 - the first criminals to be legally hanged in Tombstone, 

then the county seat.  The sixth outlaw was sentenced to life 

imprisonment. 

With the onset of Tombstone’s mining difficulties in the mid 1880s, the 

pace of gunfights and outlawry slackened also.   

But in 1886, Cochise County Sheriff John Slaughter was chasing the Jack 

Taylor gang, wanted for robbery and murder, who were visiting relatives 

in Tombstone.  In the ensuing gunfight, at Contention City, near 

Tombstone, two of the gang members were shot and killed.  Two others 

escaped but were later killed in Mexico.   
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As late as the early 

1900s, there were 

active outlaw gangs 

in southeastern 

Arizona. Former 

lawman Burt Alvord 

resigned his post as 

a sheriff’s deputy in 

1899 and together 

with partner Billy 

Stiles, began a series 

of armed robberies, 

including train 

robberies.  They 

were captured, 

escaped, and 

wounded, but 

persisted until they 

were captured for 

the final time in 

Mexico in 1904. 

Some towns 

became refuges for 

outlaws of the day.  

One such town, 

Galeyville, on the 

eastern edge of the Chiricahua Mountains, was a silver mining site for a 

short period, before it busted, and became the home of a pack of outlaws 

led by Curly Bill Brocius, who for a time was known as the outlaw king of 

Cochise County.  The mining town of Pearce was, for a period, the home 

of the Alvord-Stiles gang. 

With the rapid decline of Tombstone in the late 1880s and the final 

surrender of Apache leader Geronimo in 1886, the so-called Wild West 

started to wind down, and by the early 1900s, had ceased to exist.  Some 

of southeastern Arizona’s historic outlaws and lawmen are shown in the 

accompanying figure.                                                               

Grave marker in Tombstone’s Boot Hill Cemetery for 

the five outlaws who were hanged for committing 

the Bisbee Massacre.  (Courtesy of Wikimedia) 
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William 
Bonney                                
B 1859           
D 1881                                                                                        

Nicknamed 
“Billy the 

Kid.”  
Robber, 

rustler, and 
killer.  

Bill Brocius                                
B 1845           
D 1882                                                                                       

              
Nicknamed 
Curly Bill.  

Cowboy and 
gunman. 

William 
Claiborne                                

B 1860           
D 1882                                                                                        

Cowboy, 
miner, and 
gunfighter. 

Johnny Ringo                                
B 1850           
D 1882                                                                                        

Cowboy and 
gunman. 

Bart Alvord                            
B 1867            

D after 1910 

             
Lawman and 

outlaw; 
robbed trains 
with partner 
Billy Stiles. 

John Holiday                               
B 1851           
D 1887                                                                                        

Nicknamed 
“Doc.” 

Dentist, 
gambler, 

gunfighter.   

Wyatt Earp                                
B 1848          
D 1929                                                                                        

Gambler, 
lawman; 

participant in 
the Gunfight 

at the OK 
Corral. 

Frank Stillwell                               
B 1856              
D 1882                                                                                        

Cowboy, 
lawman, and 

gunman. 

Outlaws and Lawmen of the Wild West in southeastern Arizona.                                                                        

(Images courtesy of Wikimedia) 
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Cities and Towns 

At the start of the U.S. Territorial period, the relatively few Hispanic and 

Anglo people in southeastern Arizona were concentrated in the Santa 

Cruz River Valley, particularly Tucson - with the mobile Apaches spread 

thinly over the rest of the region.  As the Apache Wars wound down in 

the late 1870s, non-Indian development of southeastern Arizona began 

slowly with the founding of the Mormon community St. David along the 

lower San Pedro River and the start of extensive cattle ranching across 

the region.  Then silver and copper discoveries along a north-south line a 

few miles east of the San Pedro River opened up the middle of 

southeastern Arizona with the development of the mining boom towns of 

Tombstone and Bisbee.  Other towns, like Benson and Willcox were 

founded along the transcontinental railroad route to support increased 

cattle ranching and the mining operations.  Douglas was founded to 

support Bisbee’s copper smelting operations and Nogales first developed 

as a railroad intersection for transportation between Arizona and Mexico. 

Tombstone photographed by C. S. Fly in 1881.  An ore wagon at the center of 

the image is pulled by mules leaving town for one of the mines.  The town had 

a population of about 4,000 that year with 600 dwellings and two church 

buildings.  There were 650 men working in the nearby mines.   The Tough Nut 

Mine hoisting works are in right foreground.  The firehouse is behind the ore 

wagon, with the Russ House hotel just to the left of it.  The dark, tall building 

above the Russ House is the Grand Hotel.   (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 
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A summary of the history of the development of these towns in 

southeastern Arizona during the U.S. Territorial period is shown in the 

following table.26 

 

                                                           
26

 For details on Tucson’s development, see Tucson Reflections - Living History 
from the Old Pueblo, by Bob Ring. 

Bisbee’s Brewery Gulch shortly after 1900.  (Courtesy of Wikimedia Commons) 
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Southeastern Arizona’s principal towns during the Territorial Period. 

Year 
Founded 

Town Population 
in 1910 

Additional Information 

1752 Tubac         91 First Spanish presidio/settlement 
in Arizona.  Abandoned in 1849 
after an Apache raid.  Later, 
repopulated as a small town of 
miners, farmers, and ranchers.  
Arizona’s first newspaper 
published in 1859.   

1775 Tucson  13,193 By 1912 Tucson had transitioned 
from a small Mexican village to a 
sizeable American town. 

1877 St. David       361 One of the founders was a 
member of the 1846 Mormon 
Battalion.  Residents did much of 
the logging in the Huachuca 
Mountains to provide lumber to 
build Tombstone and rebuild it 
after two destructive fires.  

1879 Tombstone    1,582 The mesa-top silver boom town 
prospered until the late 1880s, 
early on reaching a peak 
population of 14,000 people.  
Tombstone boasted a bowling 
alley, four churches, an ice 
house, a school, two banks, three 
newspapers, and an ice cream 
parlor, alongside 110 saloons, 14 
gambling halls, and numerous 
dance halls and brothels.  The 
town suffered horrible fires in 
1881 and 1882.  Profitable mining 
ended in 1886; the town staved 
off becoming a ghost town 
because it was the County Seat of 
newly formed Cochise County 
(until 1929).  Tombstone is 
known today for the “Gunfight at 
the OK Corral” that occurred in 
1881. 
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Territorial towns, contd. 

Year 
Founded 

Town Population 
in 1910 

Additional Information 

1880 Bisbee    9,019 The copper town, incorporated in 
1902, built in two steep-sided 
canyons in the Mule Mountains, 
showed steady growth to about 
9,300 people in 1912, becoming 
the largest city between St. Louis 
and San Francisco, and known as 
the “Queen of the Copper 
Camps.”  Early ramshackle-shack 
Bisbee suffered repeated floods, 
fires, and epidemics. Suburbs 
developed in the early 1900s 
included Lowell, San Jose, and 
“City Beautiful” Warren that 
opened in 1907.  Warren Baseball 
Park built in 1909 - still active and 
one of the oldest ball parks in 
America.  Interurban trolley 
completed in 1912. 

1880 Benson    1,035 Founded as a rail terminal when 
the Southern Pacific Railroad 
built east on their southern 
transcontinental route from 
Tucson.  Named after Judge 
William B. Benson, a friend of the 
president of Southern Pacific.  
Site chosen to cross the San 
Pedro River.  Received ore and 
refined metal by wagon from 
mines in Tombstone and Bisbee.  
In turn, shipped rail freight back 
to the mines.  Became rail 
“center” when tracks completed 
between Benson and Nogales in 
1881.  Steady growth through 
1910. 
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Territorial towns, contd. 

Year 
Founded 

Town Population 
in 1910 

Additional Information 

1880 Willcox    1,632 Founded as a “whistle stop” on 
the Southern Pacific 
transcontinental route.  Originally 
known as “Maley,” the town was 
renamed Willcox in 1889 after a 
visit by General Orlando B. 
Willcox.  In the early 20th century, 
Willcox was a national leader in 
cattle production.  Steady growth 
through 1910. 

1893 Nogales    3,514 Town on International border 
started as a trading post in 1880.  
Named for abundant black 
walnut (Nogales in Spanish) 
trees.  Added U.S. Post Office in 
1883.  Linked to Benson by 
railroad in 1882 and to Tucson in 
1909.  Town developed on both 
sides of border with Mexico.  
Official port of entry to U.S. since 
1902.  Steady growth through 
1910. 

1901 Douglas    6,437 Incorporated in 1905 as a smelter 
town to treat the copper ores of 
nearby Bisbee mines.  The town 
operated smelters for the Phelps 
Dodge Company and the Calumet 
and Arizona Company through 
the Territorial period.  Located on 
the International border across 
from the town of Agua Prieta, 
Sonora. Army Camp Harry J. 
Jones was established in 1911 to 
deal with border troubles during 
the Mexican Revolution. 
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Road to Statehood 

Since the end of the Mexican-American War in 1848 and the Gadsden 

Purchase in 1854, Arizonans had been busy trying to develop the new 

American Territory.  Odie Faulk, in his book, Arizona - A Short History, 

captures the attitude, 

“Until 1890, Arizonans were most concerned with 

internal matters, such as securing the railroad, 

developing their mineral wealth, establishing farms and 

ranches, and ending the Indian menace.  During the 

1880s, most of these goals became realities.”   

Southeastern Arizona had certainly done its part, building the southern 

transcontinental railroad, exploiting fabulous silver and copper riches, 

pioneering the territory’s first large cattle ranches that had soon spread 

to the entire territory, and finally defeating the Apache threat.  

Historian Faulk thought that Arizona had reached a turning point, 

“By 1890, Arizonans knew relative security and could turn 

their thoughts to self-government and to the rising 

demand for statehood.” 

Similar thinking was going on next door in New Mexico. 

Many members of the U.S. Congress considered that there were too few 

people in the Southwestern desert, that the people were uneducated and 

poor, and were further bothered by the proportionally large numbers of 

Mexicans and Native Americans.  Other Congressmen were worried about 

the balance of Democratic and Republican representation from new 

states, causing them to consider admitting New Mexico and Arizona as a 

single state (called jointure) or even splitting the combined states into 

two pieces along an east-west line to fashion a “northern” state and a 

“southern” state. 

Finally things began to move in the early 1900s.  In 1906 Arizona rejected 

a proposal for joint (combined) statehood with New Mexico.  In 1911 

President Taft, a former judge, disapproved Arizona statehood due to a 

provision in the new Arizona state constitution that permitted recall of 
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judges.  Finally, on Valentine’s Day, February 14, 1912, with the offending 

provision removed, President Taft signed the documents admitting 

Arizona as the 48th state. 

Between 1854 and 1912, southeastern Arizona saw tremendous growth.  

Arizona’s total population at the time of the 1910 U.S. Census was 

204,354 persons.  The population of southeastern Arizona was probably 

fewer than 40,000, but that was quite an increase from “fewer than 

1,000” non-Indian residents in 1854. 
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On Valentine’s Day, February 14, 1912, President William Howard Taft signed 

the bill that made Arizona the 48
th

 U.S. state.  (Courtesy of the Library of 

Congress) 
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Chapter 9 

 

American Statehood Period                    

(1912 - ) 

 

After 1912, southeastern Arizona developed slowly, except for Tucson 

which experienced explosive growth, especially in the 1950s, to become 

America’s 33rd largest city.  The Tohono O’odham people settled on an 

expanding reservation, but the Chiricahua Apaches remained in exile 

without any home in Arizona.  Cattle ranching peaked and then sustained, 

while adding dairy business to the mix.  Farming started across the region 

- everything from alfalfa for hay, to fruits and vegetables, with a recent 

emphasis on pecans, and grapes for wine.  Mining closed down in the 

middle of the region but was reborn in the Santa Cruz Valley.  The 

population balance shifted west to the new mining area and nearby 

retirement communities.  Military bases emerged as a very important 

part of the southeastern Arizona economy.   The international border 

with Mexico transformed from a trade tariff collection place to the scene 

of military skirmishes to a focus on controlling immigration and 

interdicting illegal drugs.  And historic and natural places in the region 

were preserved for current and future generations.   

The following table describes some of the key events during this period. 
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These key events occurred in southeastern Arizona                                    

during the Statehood Period. 

Year Event 
 

Additional Information 

1910-
1920 

Mexican Revolution Skirmishes in Nogales in 1913, 
1915, 1918 between U.S. Army 
and Mexican militia over border 
tensions.  See Border Issues 
highlight section. 

1917-
1918 

World War I - U.S. 
engagement 
 

A period of concern about the 
possibility of Germany invading 
Arizona through Mexico, severe 
labor-relations problems with the 
radical Industrial Workers of the 
World (IWW) Union that interfered 
with war-critical copper mining, 
and the onset at the end of the 
war of the great influenza 
epidemic. 

1917 Striking Bisbee miners 
deported to New Mexico 

With the encouragement of mine 
managers, 1,186 striking IWW 
Union mine workers were sent to 
New Mexico via train and 
abandoned near an Army camp in 
the desert.  

c. 1924 Dude Ranching begins A winter-resort tradition expanded 
to small cattle ranches which 
offered paying guests a “ranching 
experience” including horseback 
riding, round-ups, rodeos, hiking, 
cookouts, and pack trips.  By 
World War II, dude ranches had 
proliferated across southeastern 
Arizona. 

1941-
1945 

World War II Southeastern Arizona had a major 
role - from modifying bombers in 
Tucson to training bomber pilots in 
Tucson, Bisbee, Hereford, and 
Sahuarita. 
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Key events, contd. 

Year 
 

Event Additional Information 

1947 Tucson relocates 
municipal airport to 
current location 

Other regional airports include 
Bisbee-Douglas (1940), Nogales 
(1940), Sierra Vista (1972), and 
Benson (1999). 

1963-
1987 

Titan II missile sites 
operational around 
Tucson 

Six of eighteen sites were located 
in southeastern Arizona.  Operated 
from Davis-Monthan Air Force 
Base in Tucson. 

1978 Pascua Yaqui Indian 
Reservation established  

See Indian Affairs highlight 
section. 

1978 Completion of I-19 from 
Tucson to Nogales 

North-south sixty-three mile 
freeway that generally follows the 
Santa Cruz River.  Partially signed 
in metric system (kilometers, 
meters). 

1985 Sonoita designated by 
U.S. agency as official 
wine growing region. 

Most vineyards in Arizona are 
located in southeastern Arizona. 
Willcox received wine growing 
region designation in 2016. 

1990 Completion of I-10 from 
Tucson to New Mexico 
border 

East-west 130-mile freeway 
segment that generally follows 
Southern Pacific Railroad and 
earlier Overland Stagecoach route. 

 

Indian Affairs 

After dominating southeastern Arizona’s attention and activities for more 

than 30 years during the first part of Arizona’s Territorial Period, Indian 

Affairs changed dramatically with Geronimo’s final surrender in 1886, and 

the end the Indian Wars in Arizona.  By the time Arizona became a state 

in 1912, there were very few Chiricahua Apaches left in southeastern 

Arizona; most had been deported to Florida along with Geronimo in 1886, 

never to return.  They were held as prisoners of war through 1914 until 
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finally being relocated from the east to Fort Sill, Oklahoma.  There are no 

Indian reservations in Arizona for Chiricahua Apaches.27 

Following Arizona statehood, reservation area for the Tohono O’odham 

people expanded greatly from the original San Xavier and Gila Bend 

reservation increments, established in 1874 and 1882, respectively. In 

1916, a huge area, in south-central Arizona, bordering on the 

international border with Mexico, was added.  Finally, in 2009, small 

increments of land near Glendale and Why were added, making the 

reservation the second largest in the U.S. at 4,375 square miles. The 

Tohono O’odham Nation is the collective government body of the Tohono 

O‘odham tribe. 

The last Indian reservation to be established in southeastern Arizona was 

for the Pascua Yaqui tribe, not a native Arizona tribe, whose ancestors 

came from northern Sonora, Mexico. After 400 years of warfare against 

Spanish and Mexicans, Yaqui refugees fled north to southeastern Arizona, 

eventually earning recognition as a U.S. tribe.  In 1978 the U.S. 

Government gave the Pascua Yaqui two square miles of land for a 

reservation in the southwestern part of metropolitan Tucson, adjacent to 

the eastern part of the Tohono O’odham Reservation.   

Historically, Arizona Indian rights were slow in coming. Indians in Arizona 

during World War I were exempt from the military draft because they 

were not considered American citizens.  Nevertheless many Arizona 

Indians (8,000 nationwide) voluntarily served.  Indians were given U.S. 

citizenship and the right to vote in 1924, but Arizona, New Mexico, and 

Maine withheld voting rights (on both national and state issues) until 

after World War II.  In 1948 the Arizona Supreme Court unanimously 

overruled previous court opinions to permit Indians to vote.   

U.S. policy towards Indians was truly schizophrenic.  From the start of the 

Arizona statehood period, that policy changed from an objective to 

“civilize” Indians on reservations under government control; to 

“assimilate” Indians into mainstream society, thereby reducing the 

                                                           
27

 Other Apache tribes in Arizona reside on the Fort Apache, San Carlos, or Tonto 
Apache Indian reservations in east-central Arizona.   
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importance of reservations; to “self-determination” on reservations - the 

policy that is operative today. 

The U.S. Congress issued a series of reform laws to improve conditions for 

Indians, including federal assistance for public housing, economic 

development, education and training, and business financing.  Other 

Congressional actions were issued to protect Indians’ religious freedom 

and child welfare rights.  More recently, Presidential Executive Orders 

have been issued to protect Indian sacred sites and religious practices, 

and reaffirm tribal sovereignty and the government-to-government 

relationship.   

Of particular importance to the economic future of Indians, the 1988 

Indian Gaming Act set up the framework for gaming for profit on Indian 

reservations. There are currently four casinos operating in southeastern 

Arizona along the I-19 corridor: Tohono O’odham Desert Diamond 

casinos, in Tucson and Sahuarita, and two Pascua Yaqui casinos in Tucson.  

Income from these casinos and associated hotels are the major source of 

income for the Tohono O’odham and Pascua Yaqui tribes. 

Casino del Sol Resort, at 5655 Valencia Road in Tucson, an enterprise of the 

Pascua Yaqui tribe.  (Courtesy of Casino Del Sol) 
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Other sources of income for Tohono O’odhams include farming, and sale 

or lease of mineral rights.  Basket weaving remains an economic pursuit; 

the tribe produces more basketry than any other U.S. tribe.   

Despite this solid economic progress, many Arizona Indians continue to 

experience poor living standards.  Unemployment rates are high and per 

capita income is low.  Much of reservation housing is inadequate with 

central heating, piped water, and indoor toilets not available.   

Indians have significantly higher death rates than the non-Indian 

population from diabetes, alcoholism, accidents, and suicide.   

The Indian Health Service (IHS), an agency within the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services, is the principal federal health care provider 

and health advocate for American Indians.  Comprehensive (free, but 

budget-limited) services include primary care and specialty services, 

dental services, behavior health, public health nursing, health education, 

and environmental health services.  In southeastern Arizona, IHS 

maintains offices in Tucson. 

San Xavier Health Center, south of Tucson off I-19 at exit 19, provides 

outpatient primary care to Tohono O’odham members.  (Courtesy of San 

Xavier Health Center) 
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Indian student dropout rates from elementary and secondary schools are 

high compared to the general population, contributing to an ongoing 

cycle of poverty.  One factor in dropout rates is the wide dispersal of 

secondary schools (especially on large reservations like the Tohono 

O’odham) and the difficulty of travel and/or lodging.  Participation and 

graduation rates in higher education remain low as well.  On the brighter 

side, an Indian operated college offers classes at Tohono O’odham 

Community College in Sells, Arizona. 

U.S. Indian policy seems to have finally stabilized around the principal of 

Indian self-determination.  As Indian archivist Carl Waldman puts it, 

“The tribes themselves, through economic development 

and cultural renewal, and through political and legal 

action have given shape to the concept of self-

determination. When encountering new issues, as has 

been the case in matters of regulation and taxing of 

gaming, new laws and programs will be developed, but it 

would seem that another dramatic shift to an entirely 

new federal policy - some new version of forced 

assimilation, for example - seems unlikely.  U.S. Native 

policy seems finally to have found itself.” 

Cattle Ranching and Farming 

After statehood in 1912, cattle ranching in southeastern Arizona 

continued to be a major activity, with production peaks and valleys 

occurring.  Herd size peaked in the late 1910s, fell by over 50% by 1930, 

increased until the mid-1970s, and then gradually decreased to the 

present time.  Overall, cattle ranching in Arizona today is about half what 

it was during its peak, but remains a large source of revenue.   

Cattle raising has expanded to livestock raising on southeastern Arizona 

ranches.  Livestock includes cattle for beef, a sizeable dairy industry, hogs, 

pigs, sheep, and lambs. 

Some of the ranches found in southeastern Arizona today are guest 

ranches where cattle are grazed and where modern cowboys 

demonstrate cow herding skills.  Dude ranches include Tombstone 
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Mountain Ranch in Tombstone, Circle Ranch in Patagonia, Tanque Verde 

Ranch in Tucson, and the Triangle T Guest Ranch in Dragoon.  Rodeos, 

county fairs, and livestock shows remind southeastern Arizonans of their 

cattle ranching roots. 

Farming came into its own after Arizona 

achieved statehood.  Southeastern 

Arizona farms grow grains, fruits, 

vegetables, and nuts.  Alfalfa for hay, is 

grown near Benson, Sonoita, Sierra 

Vista and in the San Simon Valley 

northeast of the Chiricahua Mountains.  

Apple orchards abound in places like 

Willcox and Hereford.  Vineyards to 

grow grapes for wine making started 

around Sonoita and Elgin in the 1970s 

and have expanded to the Willcox area, 

which now produces almost three 

quarters of Arizona grapes.  Pecan 

harvests grew rapidly in the 1980s 

around Sahuarita, now hosting the 

largest pecan orchard in the world.  

Other crops in southeastern Arizona 

include cotton, pistachios, chili, beans, spinach, beets, carrots, melons, 

and honey. 

Mining 

Since 1912, copper has become even more important in southeastern 

Arizona and dominates the region’s mining activity.  Bisbee continued 

producing until the mid-1970s and three new copper mines were 

developed in an unusual complex near Green Valley, 20 miles south of 

Tucson.  A fourth copper strike has been identified in the Santa Rita 

Mountains, 30 miles southeast of Tucson, but has not yet been approved 

for development.  Byproducts of copper mining include significant 

amounts of lead, zinc, manganese, gold, and silver. 

Southeastern Arizona has 

become a major producer of 

wine. (Courtesy of 

arizonaexperience.org) 
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Copper Mining in Bisbee.  By the mid-1910s, mining technology had 

reduced the need for traditional mining skills in Bisbee.  Safety, working 

conditions, and wage scales were issues.  Ethnic tensions existed between 

American, European, and Mexican miners.  The U.S. entry into World War 

I in 1917 raised feelings of nationalism and fear of sabotage.  There was 

also concern about Mexican revolutionaries. 

The Industrial Workers of the World (IWW), one of the more radical labor 

unions of the day, was very active in Bisbee in organizing the camp’s 

mining population.  The managers of Bisbee’s copper mines refused to 

recognize the union’s demands and were emphatic that there would be 

no compromise.  On June 27, 1917 nearly half of Bisbee’s 4,700 miners 

went out on strike.  With copper a critical war resource, strikers and their 

supporters were regarded as “people of treasonable inclinations.”   

With the encouragement of the mine managers, vigilante groups, under 

the leadership of the Sheriff of Cochise County, were formed.  Early on 

the morning of July 12, 1917, the striking miners were rounded up.  Those 

strikers who refused an offer to return to work were marched four miles 

under armed guard to the Warren Ball Park.  The 1,186 strikers who 

refused to go back to work were loaded into a special freight train of 23 

cattle and box cars, provided by the Phelps-Dodge-controlled railroad, the 

El Paso & Southwestern.  The train left Warren, headed for Columbus, 

New Mexico, 174 miles away.  Officials in Columbus would not accept the 

deportees, so the train backtracked to Hermanas, near an Army camp, 

where the deportees were abandoned and warned not to return to 

Bisbee.28   

Within days of the deportation of the striking miners, a new era of open-

pit mining began in Bisbee.  Open-pit mining allowed recovery of lower-

grade ore than had previously been obtained from the vertical mine 

shafts and tunnels.  First, one of Bisbee’s well known landmarks, 

                                                           
28 The question of whether the deportation was an act of patriotism designed to 

ensure continued copper production for the war, or a violation of human rights, 

was argued in the press and the courts for years, using the “law of necessity” 

defense.  There were no criminal convictions.   
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Sacramento Hill, was literally obliterated.  Production of copper ore from 

the Sacramento Pit began in 1921 by Phelps Dodge.  

In 1931 Phelps Dodge acquired the failing Calumet & Arizona Company 

and then in 1951 started work on probably the last major copper mining 

operation in Bisbee, the Lavender Pit, just south of the Sacramento Pit.  

The concentric contours of the Lavender Pit gradually spiraled outward to 

devour most of Bisbee suburb, Lowell, as well as the Sacramento Pit.  Two 

hundred and fifty houses were relocated, U.S. 80 was shifted to the 

north, and the railroad line into Bisbee was entirely removed.  Mining in 

the Lavender Pit ceased in 1974 and overall mining in Bisbee stopped by 

1975. 

The Warren mining district is credited with having produced 7.92 billion 

pounds of copper.  In addition the mining recovered 324 million pounds 

of lead, 355 million pounds of zinc, 28 million pounds of manganese, 2.79 

million ounces of gold, and 102 million ounces of silver. 

Bisbee’s Lavender Pit grew to a depth of 900 feet, one mile long, and a half-

mile wide.  The city of Bisbee is visible at the upper center of the image.          

(Postcard courtesy of Al Ring) 
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In 2007 Freeport-McMoRan bought Phelps Dodge Mining.  The Company 

continues to explore future mining prospects around Bisbee.   

Other Copper Mining.  Three large open-pit copper mines were 

developed within ten miles of Green Valley, in the Santa Cruz River Valley.   

Underground copper mining operations at the Twin Buttes Mine, just 

northwest of the future site of Green Valley, began slowly in 1903, 

resulted in the creation of a small town,  picked up when connected to 

the railroad at Sahuarita in 1906, and suffered ups and down before 

closing during the Great Depression in the early 1930s.  After ten years of 

preparation, expanded copper mining began in 1975 by the Anaconda 

and Amax Mining Companies, operating in partnership.  From 1975-1985, 

the copper mine workings grew to an open pit 5,000 feet long by 4,000 

feet wide and 800 feet deep.  Production ended in 1994, with much of the 

original town buried underneath mine tailings. 

In 1895 mining claims were recorded that would become the Sierrita 

Mine.  Underground operations began in 1907.  The open pit mining 

operation was developed by the Duval Corporation in the 1960s, with 

production starting in 1970.  Pennzoil Company bought a controlling 

interest in Duval in 1968, then sold its copper properties to Cyrus 

Minerals in 1986.  The mine was purchased by Phelps Dodge in 1999.  

Phelps Dodge operated the mine, about five miles west of Green Valley, 

until 2007 when Phelps Dodge was acquired by Freeport-McMoRan.  In 

2009 Freeport-McMoRan purchased the adjacent Twin Buttes mine, 

looking toward potential future mining activities.  The Sierrita mine has 

become one of the largest copper producers in Arizona. The open pit is 

more than a mile wide and 1,400 feet deep. The operation includes a 

102,000-metric-tons-per-day concentrator that produces copper and 

molybdenum concentrates.  In addition to copper and molybdenum, the 

mine produces rhenium, a rare and highly valued metal used to make 

high-temperature alloys for jet engine parts and in high-octane, lead-free 

gasoline. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phelps_Dodge
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The Mission Complex Mine, located northwest of Green Valley, about five 

miles north of the Sieritta and Twin Buttes mines, was discovered by the 

American Smelting and Refining Company (ASARCO) in 1954 after 

extensive diamond drilling and exploratory work.  ASARCO started 

development in 1958 and commercial production in 1961.  The Mission 

Complex Mine became one of the largest producers of copper in the state 

of Arizona, incorporating the Eisenhower, Pima, Mineral Hill, South San 

Xavier, and North San Xavier properties.  In 1999 ASARCO was purchased 

by Mexico’s largest mining company, Grupo Mexico.  Today the enormous  

This photograph, taken by astronauts from the International Space Station in 

2010, shows the three open-pit copper mines located west-northwest of Green 

Valley.  While the mines appear to be close to each other, each exploits a 

separate copper ore deposit.  (The image field of view is approximately 15 miles 

wide by 10 miles high and north is to the left.)  The mine pits are recognizable 

by the concentric lines of benches cut into the pit sides.  The benches allow 

equipment and personnel access to the fresh ore (gray) exposed at the bottom 

of the excavation.  Water may also pool at the bottom of the inactive pits, such 

as in the Twin Buttes Mine at image upper right (black areas).  The open pit 

areas are surrounded by an array of sculpted tailing ponds and mine dump 

areas; these receive mine waste rock for storage and later leaching for further 

recovery of metals.  The dark color of the water in the tailings pond at image 

right is likely due to the presence of leached metals.  (Courtesy of 

eaerthobservatory.nasa.gov) 
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open pit is two and a half miles long, a mile and half wide, and 1,200 feet 

deep.  Concentrates from the Mission Complex Mine are sent by rail to 

the ASARCO Hayden smelter.  Byproducts produced include molybdenum 

and silver. 

Plans for additional new mining to satisfy future copper requirements are 

actively underway by Canadian mining corporation Hudbay Minerals for 

Rosemont Copper, a proposed large open-pit mine, 30 miles southeast of 

Tucson, in the Santa Rita Mountains and Coronado National Forest.  The 

proposal is now in the permitting process under the direction of the U.S. 

Forest Service and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Cities and Towns 

Between 1912 and the present, Tucson experienced tremendous growth 

and today remains the largest city in southeastern Arizona, while being 

ranked as the 33rd most populous city in the entire U.S.  The silver/copper 

north-south corridor, down the center of the region, that contains 

Tombstone and Bisbee, suffered a drastic loss of population as first silver 

and then copper mining ended.  Meanwhile the Santa Cruz River Valley 

regained its population preeminence due primarily to the new copper 

strikes around Green Valley and new retirement communities along the 

Santa Cruz River.  Nogales, Douglas, and to a much lesser extent Naco, 

grew into international border centers with busy ports of entry into the 

U.S.  Sierra Vista and Huachuca City were established in the center of the 

region to support major new military responsibilities at Fort Huachuca. 

Besides the well-known old mining town of Tombstone, there are 

numerous ghost towns of other mining camps in the same area, including 

Charleston, Contention City, Courtland, Fairbank, Gleeson, and Pearce.  In 

addition, two small communities with historical association with mining 

and ranching, Portal and Paradise, survive today east of the Chiricahua 

Mountains, near the border with New Mexico.                                                 
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A summary of the development of the major cities and towns in 

southeastern Arizona after 1912 is shown in the following table.29   

 

Southeastern Arizona’s principal towns during the Statehood Period. 

Year 
Founded 

City/Town Population 
in 2010 

Additional Information 

1752 Tubac       1191 Became an art colony in 1930s-
1960s.  Tubac Festival of the Arts 
founded in 1964.  Some historic 
buildings have been restored.  
Site of Tubac Presidio State 
Historic Park. 

1775 Tucson  520,116 Tremendous growth in the 1950s.  
Burgeoning aerospace, space 
sciences, and optoelectronics 
industries. University of Arizona 
emerges as Tucson’s largest 
employer. 

1877 St. David      1,699 An influx of non-Mormons 
occurred when St. David became 
the site for a Civilian 
Conservation Corps camp from 
1935 to 1940 - working soil 
erosion and flood control 
projects.  Only 6.14% of residents 
are Mormon today. 

1879 Tombstone      1,380 Remained Cochise County seat 
until 1929.  Tourism and Western 
memorabilia are the main 
commercial enterprises today.   

 

 

                                                           
29

 For details on Tucson’s development, see Tucson Reflections - Living History 
from the Old Pueblo, by Bob Ring. 
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Cities/Towns, contd. 

Year 
Founded 

City/Town Population 
in 2010 

Additional Information 

1880 Bisbee      5,575 Population declined from 9,019 
in 1910 to low of 3,801 in 1950.  
Became Cochise County seat in 
1929. After Lavender Pit 
excavation started in 1950, 
population rapidly increased to 
high of 9,914 in 1960.  By 1959, 
Bisbee had annexed suburbs of 
Lowell, San Jose, and Warren.  
After copper mining stopped in 
1975, Bisbee’s population 
declined to current level.  In 
1960s, became destination for 
artists and hippies.  Reborn as a 
tourist destination for mining 
history and art. 

1880 Benson      5,105 Benson transitioned from a 
railroad center to a cattle town 
and farming center.  In 1926 the 
second largest explosive 
manufacturer in the U.S., the 
Apache Powder Company, 
established operations.  
Population growth has been 
relatively steady.  Known today 
as gateway to Kartchner Caverns. 

1880 Willcox      3,757 Agriculture, including nearby 
apple orchards and pistachio 
groves, remain important to the 
local economy - also tied to 
business from Interstate 10.  
Population declined during the 
Great Depression, but from a low 
of 806 in 1930, has grown 
steadily to current value.  The 
Willcox wine region produces 
74% of the wine grapes grown in 
the state of Arizona. 
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Cities/Towns, contd. 

Year 
Founded 

City/Town Population 
in 2010 

Additional Information 

1893 Nogales    20,837 Arizona’s largest international 
border community.  Major ports 
of entry; funnels $30M per year 
of fresh produce and 
manufactured goods into U.S. 
from Mexico and the deep sea 
port Guaymas, Sonora. Along 
with Nogales, Sonora (2010 
population 275,704), one of 
largest maquiladora clusters. 
Steady population growth.  
County seat of Santa Cruz 
County. 

1897 Naco      1,046 Started as a border crossing to 
connect copper mines in Arizona 
and Mexico.  Developed as a 
small town directly across from 
Naco, Sonora, Mexico.  Official 
port of entry to U.S. since 1902.  
Site of border conflicts with 
Mexico during the Mexican 
Revolution and the Escobar 
Rebellion in 1929.  Today Naco 
has major problems with the 
smuggling of drugs and people.   

1905 Douglas    17,378 Operated Phelps Dodge copper 
smelter until 1987.  Surrounding 
grassy lands supported roundups 
for many of the region’s largest 
cattle ranches; nearby valley 
known for its rich agriculture - 
both of which remain an 
important part of economy. 
Official port of entry to U.S. since 
1914. Population languished at 
about 9,000 from 1920-1950; 
steady growth thereafter. 
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Cities/Towns, contd. 

Year 
Founded 

City/Town 
 

Population 
in 2010 

Additional Information 

1948 Patagonia         913 First settled in 1891 by rancher 
R.R. Richardson.  Developed as a 
railroad stop between Benson 
and Nogales and a supply center 
for nearby mines and ranches.  
ASARCO operated a mill from late 
1930s to 1957 to service local 
small mines.  In 1968 Sonoita 
Creek was dammed to create 
Patagonia Lake.  Today, the town 
enjoys a growing colony of 
artisans and artists, and 
capitalizes on the area’s scenic 
beauty and diversity of plant and 
animal life, attracting birders, 
fishermen, and hikers.       

1956 Sierra Vista    43,888 Sierra Vista (Spanish for 
“Mountain Range View”) grew up 
around Fort Huachuca which was 
established in 1877 to support 
the Apache wars.  The town 
started with an “outside the 
gate” saloon (1892), nearby 
homesteading (1901), farmers 
(1913), post office (1917), and 
mercantile (1918).  The City 
annexed Fort Huachuca, one of 
the largest employers in Arizona, 
in 1971.  Located northeast of 
the Huachuca Mountains, just 
west of the San Pedro River. 
Nickname is:  Hummingbird 
Capital of the United States.  The 
small town of Huachuca City, 
incorporated in 1958, is located 
outside the north gate of Fort 
Huachuca. 
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Cities/Towns, contd. 

Year 
Founded 

City/Town Population 
in 2010 

Additional Information 

1964 Green 
Valley 

   21,391 An unincorporated retirement 
community, located 20 miles 
south of Tucson, that occupies 
part of the San Ignacio de la 
Canoa Land Grant (awarded by 
Mexico in 1821), on the western 
side of the Santa Cruz River. 

1969 Rio Rico    18,962 A large real estate development 
near the site of mission San 
Cayetano de Calabazas 
established in 1756.  Located 
about midway between Tubac 
and Nogales.  Straddles I-19 and 
Santa Cruz River. 

1994 Sahuarita    25,259 Located between Tohono 
O’odham Reservation and Green 
Valley. Dates from the creation of 
Sahuarita Ranch in 1879.  Named 
for the preponderance of 
saguaros.  Starting in 1915, 
Continental Farm began growing 
rubber plants (backup in case 
WWI Germany blockaded 
rubber), switched to cotton in the 
1920s, and changed crops again 
to pecans in 1965, becoming 
today’s largest pecan orchard in 
the world.  Sahuarita Bombing & 
Gunnery range trained bomber 
crews from 1942-1962.  Today, 
about 2,000 residents are 
employed at the Freeport 
McMoRan Sierrita Mine or the 
ASARCO Mission Mine - large 
nearby open-pit copper mines. 
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Military Bases 

In the 1940s and 1950s, two new U.S. Air Force units were established in 

the Tucson area and an old cavalry post was reborn as a major U.S. Army 

installation. 

Davis-Monthan AFB.  Davis-Monthan Field, located just north of 

Interstate 10 in Tucson, was dedicated in 1927 as both an Army air base 

and Tucson’s new Municipal Airport.  After the U.S. entered World War II 

in late 1941, the base rapidly expanded to train bomber aircrews prior to 

overseas deployment.  Following World War II, in 1947 the Tucson 

Municipal Airport moved to its current location south of Interstate 10 and 

east of Interstate 19, and Davis-Monthan Field became Davis-Monthan 

Air Force Base (DMAFB).  Over the years DMAFB continued to grow; its 

current mission is “training and deploying A-10 pilots” in addition to tenet 

units including Aircraft Maintenance and Regeneration, Electronic 

Combat, and Rescue.  The annual economic impact to southeastern 

Arizona is $2.6 billion.  There are approximately 6,500 active duty military 

personnel employed on base, in addition to 1,000 Reserve and Air 

National Guard personnel, and about 3,000 civilians. 

162nd Air National Guard.  The Air Force’s 162nd Fighter Wing Air National 

Guard was established in 1956 at Tucson’s Municipal Airport, located with 

the F-86 as principal air defense aircraft. Through 1969 the Wing provided 

air defense missions with the F-86, F-84, F-100, and F-102 aircraft.  In 

1969 the unit transitioned from air defense to air training with the F-100.  

In 1975 the Wing converted to the A-7 aircraft and in 1993 transitioned to 

the F-16 aircraft.   Today, the primary mission is education and flight 

training of international F-16 flight crews.  In addition the Wing performs 

air defense and homeland protection of the U.S.  The annual economic 

impact is $383.6 million. 

Fort Huachuca.  Fort Huachuca, located about 15 miles north of the 

border with Mexico, at the northern end of the Huachuca Mountains, was 

originally founded as Camp Huachuca in 1877 to counter the Chiricahua 

Apache threat and secure the border with Mexico.  From 1913-1933 the 

Fort was the home of the “Buffalo Soldiers” of the 10th Calvary  
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Regiment.30  During the buildup for World War II, the Fort had quarters 

for 25,000 male soldiers and hundreds of WACs.   

Fort Huachuca was shut down after the Korean War, but was reactivated 

seven months later in 1954 to begin a new era as a leader in the 

development of Electronic Warfare.  Major responsibilities today include 

cyber space operations, intelligence training, and emergency 

communications.  Other activities include systems engineering, 

integration, and testing of information and electronic systems.  Libby 

Army Airfield is on base and shares its runway with Sierra Vista Municipal 

Airport.  

The Fort has a radar-equipped aerostat that supports Drug Enforcement 

Administration interdiction missions by detecting low-flying aircraft 

attempting to enter the U.S. from Mexico. 

                                                           
30 The nickname, “Buffalo Soldiers,” was given to the nation’s first regiment of 

black soldiers by the Indian tribes they fought. 

 

Fort Huachuca has grown to become a major U.S. military operation, with 

over 18,000 people on base during work days.  (Courtesy of pinterest.com) 
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Today, Fort Huachuca covers about 120 square miles with an annual 

economic impact of $2.86 billion.  In the 2010 census, Fort Huachuca had 

a population of about 6,500 active duty soldiers, 7,400 military family 

members and 5,000 civilian employees.  The facility also hosts about 

10,000 annual visitors.  

Border Issues 

The international border between southeastern Arizona and Mexico 

extends for about 120 miles between Nogales and the neighboring state 

New Mexico.  Before Arizona statehood, the border was used as a matter 

of convenience by Apaches, escaping into Mexico after raids in 

southeastern Arizona; and by cattle-rustlers and robbers in back and forth 

operations initiated on both sides of the line.  After statehood, border 

issues transitioned from cattle rustling and robbery to custom duty 

collection, military skirmishes, immigration management, illegal alien 

entry prevention, illegal drug interdiction, and national security concerns. 

After the deportation of the remaining Chiricahua Apaches in 1886, trade 

began to increase between southeastern Arizona and northern Sonora, 

Mexico, and quickly expanded to include more of Arizona and the U.S. 

and Mexico.  Increasing mining and cattle ranching in southeastern 

Arizona fueled the development of the border towns Nogales, Naco and 

Douglas in southeastern Arizona.  As trade between the U.S. and Mexico 

increased, each country established tariffs on selected goods and customs 

stations to collect these “duties” began to appear on the border in the 

late 1800s.  By the early 1900s official ports of entry had been established 

at Naco (1902), Nogales (1903), and Douglas (1914).  Starting in 1904, the 

international border was patrolled by horse-mounted U.S. guards. 

In the 1910s tensions from the Mexican Revolution (1910 to 1920) and 

World War I (1914 to 1918) undermined border cooperation between the 

U.S. and Mexico.  Mexican rebels and federals fought each other in 

several engagements along the border; the rebels sometimes raided 

southeastern Arizona border towns - resulting in military skirmishes at 

Naco (1913), Douglas (1915), and Nogales (1913, 1915, 1918).  U.S. troops 

and the National Guard reinforced border positions and patrolled along 

the border to protect U.S. neutrality.  The result of these conflicts was 
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stricter control of the border and the beginning of permanent fences that 

bisected border towns like Nogales. 

Large numbers of Mexicans began coming into the U.S. during and after 

the Mexican Revolution, looking to escape military and political turmoil, 

and tough economic conditions.  Significant Mexican migration to the U.S. 

continued during World War I to replace American workers who were 

fighting overseas.  The U.S. Border Patrol was established in 1924 to stem 

the flow of Mexicans by preventing illegal entries along the Mexico-U.S.  

border.31  While historically being able to cross the border freely, Mexican 

immigrants were now subject to registration, literacy tests, head taxes, 

health inspections, and passport requirements. 

The demand for Mexican immigrants increased at the start of World War 

II; there was a need for farm workers to ensure the continued production 

of the U.S. food supply during the war years.  The U.S. made an 

agreement with Mexico to supply large numbers of farm workers, known 

as “braceros.”  Though intended as a temporary wartime agreement, the 

Bracero Program continued until 1964, to support the booming post-war 

economy.  The U.S. government ended the Bracero Program, but U.S. 

                                                           
31

 The Border Patrol was also to operate along the Canada-U.S. border. 

International border fence, circa 1920s - right down the middle of the street 

dividing U.S. and Mexican Nogales (Courtesy of speccoll.library.arizona.edu) 
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growers still demanded cheap farm labor - thus the beginning of Mexican 

illegal immigration as a serious border problem.  

From 1964 on, illegal immigration into the U.S. from Mexico increased 

dramatically, finally peaking in 2000, and then declining steadily as Border 

Patrol action increased.  According to the Arizona Daily Star, in 2015, 

300,000 illegal aliens lived permanently in Arizona. 

Since the election of Donald Trump as U.S. president in 2016, illegal 

immigration has decreased significantly, probably due to the president’s 

determined efforts to reduce it and his plan to build a 30-foot 

impenetrable wall along the border with Mexico.  As of early 2018, eight 

prototypes for the wall have been built, but no final selection has been 

made, and no funding to build the wall has been approved the U.S. 

Congress. 

Drug smuggling from Mexico into the U.S. began with opium smuggling in 

the 1910s and rum running in the 1920s, during America’s alcohol 

prohibition period (1920-1933).  Smuggling of illegal substances emerged 

as one of the most contemporary border control issues.  Rachel St. John, 

in her book Line in the Sand, describes the situation, 

“In the second half of the twentieth century drug 

smuggling expanded along the U.S.-Mexico border in 

response to American consumers’ growing demand for 

illegal drugs … Efforts by both the U.S. and Mexican 

governments to crack down on drug production and 

smuggling in the 1970s and 1980s led to some short-term 

successes, but ultimately prompted the development of 

increasingly sophisticated and violent drug cartels that 

channeled drugs from South America through Mexico to 

the United States.  … despite increasing drug seizures, 

they [Mexican and U.S. governments] failed to stem the 

transborder drug traffic.  By the early twenty-first 

century, the continued traffic in drugs and the escalating 

cartel violence had created a crisis on the border.” 

For years, the Border Patrol has been focused on deterring illegal 

immigration and illegal drug traffic.  After the September 11, 2001  
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terrorist attacks, the Border Patrol was placed under the umbrella of the 

Department of Homeland Security, and preventing terrorist and terrorist 

weapons from entering the U.S., was added to the mission.   

Interesting sidelight:  Tohono O’odhams still live on both sides of the 

border - some on the U.S. reservation, others in a handful of towns in 

northern Sonora.  U.S. immigration laws prevent Tohono O’odhams from 

freely crossing the border.  O’odhams must produce passports and border 

identification cards at official border stations to enter the U.S. 

Today, the Border Patrol operates at or near the U.S.-Mexico border with 

a variety of equipment and methods such as electronic sensors to detect 

people or vehicles, video monitors, night vision scopes, and specially 

trained canine units.  Agents patrol the border in motor vehicles and 

aircraft.  Air surveillance capabilities are provided by unmanned aerial 

vehicles such as drones and the aerostat at Fort Huachuca. 

 

Contemporary Border Patrol agents patrolling along a fence on the 

international border with Mexico.   (Courtesy of thenation.com) 
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The Border Patrol for the Mexico-Arizona part of the international 

boundary operates out of Tucson, with regional centers in southeastern 

Arizona in Sonoita and Willcox, and border stations still in Naco, Nogales, 

and Douglas.  The Naco Station is now named the Brian A. Terry Station in 

honor of Border Patrol agent Brian A. Terry, who was shot and killed on 

December 15, 2010 attempting to apprehend a group of armed suspects. 

The Border Patrol also operates fixed “checkpoints” on highways north of 

the border where they briefly question northbound motorists, and 

sometimes inspect vehicles.  Checkpoints in southeastern Arizona include 

I-19, just north of Tubac; Arizona Highway 90, between Whetstone and 

Benson; and Arizona Highway 80, between Tombstone and Benson.   

The Tucson Sector of the Border Patrol has approximately 4,200 agents 

working in the southeastern Arizona stations and checkpoints, plus two 

additional regional stations, six ports of entry, and eight checkpoints in 

central and southwestern Arizona. 

Preserving History and Nature 

The people of southeastern Arizona have taken action to preserve both 

their history and the region’s natural treasures through the establishment 

of national historic landmarks, national and state parks, and 

environmentally protected areas.   

National Historic Landmarks.  The National Historic Landmarks in 

southeastern Arizona are identified in the accompanying table, starting 

with the first designated in 1960, San Xavier del Bac Mission, and 

continuing in order by year designated.  They are managed by the 

National Park Service.  There are also about 200 additional sites in 

southeastern Arizona listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  

This list includes such places as historic districts, ranches, and buildings, 

many of which are located in Tucson. 
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National Historic Landmarks in southeastern Arizona. 

Year 
Designated 

 Landmark Location Description 

1960 San Xavier 
del Bac  

Tucson Spanish mission founded in 
1699. 

1960 Apache Pass 
and Fort 
Bowie 

Southeast 
of Willcox 

Commemorates the conflict 
between the Chiricahua 
Apaches and U.S. Army; 
preserves the ruins of Fort 
Bowie. 

1961 Double 
Adobe Site 

Douglas Archaeological site where 
development of the Cochise 
Culture occurred. 

1961 Tombstone 
Historic 
District 

Tombstone Classic Western mining 
boomtown; location of the 
OK Corral. 

1964 San 
Bernardino 
Ranch 

Douglas Historic cattle ranch. 
 

1964 Sierra Bonita 
Ranch 

North of 
Willcox 

First permanent cattle ranch 
in Arizona. 

1967 Lehner 
Mammoth-
Kill Site 

Hereford Clovis Culture mammoth 
butchering site. 

1976  Fort 
Huachuca 

Sierra Vista Commemorates “Buffalo 
Soldiers.” 

1983 Phelps Dodge 
General 
Office  

Bisbee Phelps Dodge mining 
company headquarters from 
1896-1961. 

1987 Tumacácori 
Museum 

Tumacácori Museum for region’s three 
Spanish missions. 

1990 Los Santos 
Angeles de 
Guevavi 

Nogales Ruins of Spanish mission 
founded in 1691. 

1990 San Cayetano 
de Calabazas 

Nogales Ruins of Spanish mission 
founded in   1756. 

1994 Titan II ICBM 
Site 

Green 
Valley 

Last surviving Titan II missile 
launch facility; inactive. 

2012 Murray 
Springs Clovis 
Site 

Sierra Vista Clovis site associated with 
Clovis Culture bison and 
mammoth kills. 
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Parks. There are a number of national and state parks in southeastern 

Arizona.  They are listed in the table below in order of the year 

designated.  The parks preserve important historical or natural sites and 

provide recreational opportunities. 

 

National and State Parks in southeastern Arizona. 

Year 
Designated 

Park Location Area 
(acres) 

Description 

1924 Chiricahua 
National 
Monument 

Willcox 
Basin 

 
12,000 

Preserves unique rock 
formations, plants, 
and animals. 

1958 Tubac 
Presidio 
State 
Historic 
Park 

Tubac       
N/A 

Preserves the ruins of 
Presidio San Ignacio 
de Tubac, the first 
European settlement 
in Arizona, 
established in 1752.  
First state park in 
Arizona.  

1960 Fort Bowie 
National 
Historic Site 

Southeast 
of Willcox 

      
N/A 

Protects site and ruins 
of Fort Bowie which 
protected region from  
Apaches from 1862-
1894. 

1960 Tombstone 
Courthouse 
State 
Historic 
Park 

Tombstone       
N/A 

Preserves original 
Cochise County 
courthouse built in 
1882. 

1962 Parker 
Canyon 
Lake 

Canelo Hills 
- south of 
Patagonia, 
southwest 
of Sonoita 

      
132 

Site for boating, sport 
fishing, hiking, and 
camping in beautiful 
mile-high 
environment.  
Managed by Arizona 
Game and Fish Dept. 
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Parks, contd. 

Year 
Designated 

Park Location Area 
(Acres) 

Description 

1974 Patagonia 
Lake State 
Park 

Patagonia    2,658 Popular site for 
fishing, camping, 
boat rental, 
picnicking, hiking, 
and birding.  Since 
1994, co-located 
Sonoita Creek State 
Natural Area protects 
local flora and fauna. 

1988 Kartchner 
Caverns 
State Park 

South of 
Benson 

     N/A Preserves natural 
limestone live-cave 
system with 2.4 miles 
of passages. 

1990 
 
 
 

Tumacácori 
National 
Historic 
Park 

Tumacácori       360 (Tumacácori National 
Monument 
established in 1908.)  
Protects the ruins of 
three Spanish 
mission 
communities:  San 
Cayetano de 
Tumacácori (1691), 
Los Santos Angeles 
de Guevavi (1691), 
and San Cayetano de 
Calabazas (1756).  
Includes a section of 
the Juan Bautista de 
Anza National 
Historic Trail. 

1990 Juan 
Bautista de 
Anza 
National 
Historic 
Trail 

Generally 
follows the 
Santa Cruz 
River in 
Arizona 

      N/A Commemorates de 
Anza’s 1775-1776, 
1210-mile route from 
northern Sonora to 
northern California.   
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Protected Areas. There are several environmentally sensitive areas in 

southeastern Arizona that are managed as protected areas.  They are 

identified in the table that follows in order of the year designated.  There 

are also additional wilderness areas in southeastern Arizona designated 

under the 1964 Wilderness Act to preserve natural conditions.  These 

include the Chiricahua, Miller Peak, and Mount Wrightson Wilderness 

Areas.  

Protected areas in southeastern Arizona. 

Year 
Designated 

Protected 
Area 

Location Area 
(acres) 

Description 

1908 Coronado 
National 
Forest 

Southeastern 
Arizona and 
southwestern 
New Mexico 

1,780,196 Protects native 
forests and 
wildlife in non-
contiguous 
mountain 
ranges that rise 
above 
surrounding 
desert (sky 
islands).  
Includes Madera 
Canyon 
Recreation Area 
near Mount 
Wrightson. 

1924 Chiricahua 
National 
Monument 

Willcox Basin      12,000 Preserves 
unique rock 
formations, 
plants, and 
animals.  Mgt. 
by National Park 
System. 

1952 Coronado 
National 
Memorial 

Upper San 
Pedro Basin 

       4,750 Commemorates  
Coronado’s 
expedition of 
1540-1542.  
Mgt. by 
National Park 
System. 
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Protected Areas, contd. 

Year 
Designated 

Protected 
Area 

Location Area 
(Acres) 

Description 

1982 San 
Bernardino 
National 
Wildlife 
Refuge 

San 
Bernardino 
Valley Basin 

       2,309 Protects water 
resources, 
habitat for 
endangered 
native fishes.  
Mgt. by U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Svs.  

1988 Leslie 
Canyon 
National 
Wildlife 
Refuge 

Near Douglas        2,770 Protects 
endangered 
fishes and a rare 
velvet ash-
cottonwood-
black walnut 
gallery forest.  
Mgt. by U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Svs. 

1988 San Pedro 
Riparian 
National 
Conservati
on Area 

Upper San 
Pedro Basin - 
from 
international 
border to St. 
David 

     57,000 First congress-
designated 
Riparian National 
Conserv. Area.  
Protects the 
desert riparian 
ecosystem.  
Home to 84 
species of 
mammals, 14 
species of fish, 41 
species of 
reptiles and 
amphibians, and 
100 species of 
breeding birds.  
Also provides 
home for 250 
species of 
migrant and 
wintering birds.  
Mgt. by BLM.  
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Protected Areas, contd. 

Year 
Designated 

Protected 
Area 

Location Area 
(Acres) 

Description 

1994 Sonoita 
Creek 
State 
Natural 
Area 

Patagonia      9,584 Protects 
endangered birds, 
and cultural and 
historical relics. 

2000 Las 
Cienegas 
National 
Conservati
on Area 

Cienega 
Creek Basin  

   45,000 Protects aquatic, 
wildlife, 
vegetative, and 
riparian resources; 
also seeks to 
protect water 
quantity and 
quality.  Mgt. by 
BLM. 

 

In addition, the Nature Conservancy has acquired lands in southeastern 

Arizona designated as Preserves for habitat protection, including the 

Ramsey Canyon Preserve in the Huachuca Mountains, and the Patagonia-

Sonoita Creek Preserve in the Cienega Creek Basin.  Also, the Nature 

Conservancy helped the Arizona Parks Board purchase a “conservation 

easement” for the San Rafael Ranch Natural Area at the headwaters of 

the Santa Cruz River, where cattle ranching began in southeastern 

Arizona in the 1690s, that will preserve natural conditions for a possible 

future Arizona State Park. 

Conclusion 

Since Arizona statehood in 1912, southeastern Arizona continued to grow 

steadily in population, led by Tucson’s explosive growth.  According to the 2010 

Census, the population of Arizona was about 6.4 million people, with Maricopa 

County and Phoenix accounting for 4.2 million.  The population of metropolitan 

Tucson was about 520,000 and the population of the rest of southeastern 

Arizona in 2010 was perhaps 300,000 persons.  Major contributors to 

southeastern Arizona’s population and economy, exclusive of Tucson, have been 

copper mining, retirement communities, military bases, and tourism. 



126 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

National Historic Landmark – 

San Xavier del Bac Mission.  

(Courtesy of arica.com) 

Park - Chiricahua 

National 

Monument.   

(Courtesy of Pat 

Wood) 

Protected Area - San Pedro 

Riparian National Conservation 

Area.  (Courtesy of aziba.org) 



127 
 

 

 

 

Chapter 10 

 

Future Reflections 

 

The future economic potential of southeastern Arizona may be largely 

dependent on three issues:  copper mining, water resources, and tourism. 

Copper Mining 

The state of Arizona produces about two-thirds of the total copper mined 

in the U.S.  In 2012 the value of copper produced in Arizona was $4.37 

billion; the copper workforce was approximately 10,500 people. 

At the present time, southeastern Arizona has a closed (copper 

exhausted) mine in Bisbee, two producing mines near Green Valley, and a 

prospective new copper mine about 20 miles east of Green Valley, on the 

eastern slopes of the Santa Rita Mountains: 

a. Bisbee Mine:  owner Freeport-McMoRan; production stopped in 

1976. 

b. Sierrita Mine:  owner Freeport-McMoRan; still producing. 

c. Mission Complex Mine:  owner:  ASARCO; still producing. 

d. Rosemont Mine:  owner Hudbay Minerals; prospective new mine. 
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For years the Sierrita Mine and the Mission Complex Mine have been the 

fifth and sixth, respectively, largest producers of copper in Arizona.32  In 

2012 the Sierrita Mine produced 157 million pounds of copper, with the 

Mission Complex Mine producing 134 million pounds.  Both Free-Port-

McMoRan and ASARCO have kept up on needed maintenance and 

expansions, and with enormous reserves identified, should be major 

producers for years, subject to variable copper prices and workforce 

adjustments to match needs. 

 

These two vast open-pit copper mines and Freeport-McMoRan’s open-pit 

Bisbee Mine have produced enormous amounts of waste material (called 

tailings) that has been dumped in sculpted piles near the huge mining 

pits.  These mine dumps are “low-grade ore stockpiles” in the sense that 

additional copper and other precious metals can be obtained by leaching 

                                                           
32

 After the Morenci, Ray, Bagdad, and Safford copper mines. 

The Mission Complex Mine has copper reserves that will last until 2033.  

(Courtesy of southwestphotojournal.com) 
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processes that expose the material to chemical solutions that release and 

collect the desired metals.   

 

These processes are complex, time-consuming, costly, and fairly 

inefficient to date.  Leaching also takes a lot of land area and raises 

concerns about possible environmental effects from the caustic chemicals 

involved. 

The longer term future of copper mining in southeastern Arizona lies with 

the proposed Rosemont Mine.  The original plan of operations for the 

open-pit Rosemont Mine in the Santa Rita Mountains was filed in 2007.  

The Canadian mining corporation Hudbay Minerals acquired control of 

the proposed mine in 2014, with the mine still in the permitting process, 

under the direction of the U.S Forest Service and the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers. 

Over a planned 21-year lifespan, the 5,420-acre Rosemont Mine is 

projected to produce 5.9 billion pounds of copper, earn $6.9 billion after-

tax income, and become the third largest copper mine in the U.S., 

supplying about 10% of the nation’s copper.  Annual production is 

expected to reach 243 million pounds of copper, 5.4 million pounds of 

molybdenum, 2.9 million ounces of silver, and 17,000 ounces of gold.  The 

mine is projected to pump $701 million per year into the local economy, 

create 400 high-paying mining jobs, and indirectly, an additional 1,700 

jobs. 

Opponents of the Rosemont Mine argue that the mine will pollute surface 

and subsurface water and damage aquifer quality and quantity, destroy 

natural habitats and endanger populations of vulnerable and unique 

wildlife, cause regional air pollution, and harm the local tourism industry. 

As of early 2018, final approval for the Rosemont Mine development and 

production has not been given. 

Water Resources 

Water is a critical resource all across the southwestern U.S.  In 

southeastern Arizona, a sufficient water supply is needed not only for an 

expanding population, but to support key industries like copper mining 
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and agriculture.33  Years of depleted surface water, below-normal rainfall, 

shrinking groundwater supplies, and environmental protection activities 

have raised concern about sustainable water supplies. 

Southeastern Arizona has several primary sources for its water.  These 

include surface water from now-ephemeral rivers, groundwater from the 

underground aquifer, and effluent from treated liquid industrial or mining 

waste, and raw sewage.  Since the 1990s, Tucson and a few nearby areas 

in southeastern Arizona have obtained significant amounts of water from 

the Central Arizona Project, the trans-Arizona pipeline from the Colorado 

River. 

Surface Water.  Starting with the Paleo Indians, for thousands of years, 

people have obtained ample water from southeastern Arizona’s three 

major river systems - the Santa Cruz, San Pedro, and San Simon - and a 

few natural springs34. But in the 1800s, as southeastern Arizona saw 

significant development, increasing amounts of that water were diverted 

for larger town populations, agriculture, and industry.   

Overgrazing cattle and drought in the late 1800s caused extreme erosion 

of the San Simon River bed.  Unsuccessful restoration efforts included 

construction of numerous earthen dikes and dams.  That, plus increasing 

demands, has essentially caused the San Simon River to “dry up” as a 

source of surface water. 

The Santa Cruz River originates in Arizona’s San Rafael Valley northeast of 

Nogales, then loops 25 miles through Sonora, Mexico and flows back 

across the border into Arizona and northward to Tucson and then 

northwest to the Gila River near Casa Grande.  The river seldom flows 

continuously, instead disappearing frequently along its course to continue 

underground, only to resurface at some point downstream.  Moreover, 

efforts over the years to build diversion dams on the Santa Cruz River at 

Tucson were sometimes mismanaged, leading to serious soil and river 

channel erosion.  Historically, Santa Cruz River water has been shared 
                                                           
33

 In 2006 Arizona’s water use was 75% for agriculture, 5% for mining, and 20% 
for cities. 
 
34

 The City of Tombstone began piping surface water 25 miles from springs in 
Huachuca Mountains in 1881 and continues to do so today. 
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between the twin cities of Nogales, Sonora and Nogales, Arizona before 

supplying the Santa Cruz River Valley in Arizona.  By the early 1900s, 

Tucson was running out of Santa Cruz River water and today obtains no 

water from the river. 

  

The San Pedro River originates in Sonora, Mexico near the mining town of 

Cananea, located south of Naco, Arizona.  The river enters Arizona near 

Palominas and flows northwest between the Huachuca and Mule 

Mountain ranges to Benson, then continues northwest to the Gila River at 

Winkelman.   It is the last major, free-flowing undammed river in 

the American Southwest. Apart from (protected) year round flow through 

today’s San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area, the river is mostly 

ephemeral and flows only when there is rainfall.  Two of the biggest users 

of San Pedro River water today, with increasing requirements, are the 

Cananea Copper Mine in Sonora and the Army Intelligence Center at Fort 

Huachuca, Arizona.  When available, small amounts of river water are 

diverted for agricultural use in the Willcox area. 

Today, the Santa Cruz and San Pedro Rivers supply no more than 15% of 

southeastern Arizona’s water.  (Courtesy of wrrc.arisona.edu) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southwestern_United_States
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Groundwater.  In the 1890s, Tucson35 began digging wells in search of 

groundwater to supplement the decreasing availability of water from the 

Santa Cruz River.  Beneath the ground, formed during the same Basin and 

Range geological events that created southeastern Arizona’s mountain 

ranges, lies a tremendous mass of porous sediments filled with water 

deposited during long ago glacial periods and over thousands of years, 

from seepage of rain and snowmelt runoff.  This body of water-filled 

sediments (aquifer) extends from very near the surface of the ground in 

some places, down to over a thousand feet deep. 

In the 1890s, the Tucson Water Company constructed 20-foot deep wells 

all over the Tucson metropolitan area.  As more and more water was 

pumped out of the ground, the underground flow of the Santa Cruz River 

essentially “dried up,” bringing an end to irrigation farming along the river 

by the 1930s.     

In 1940, with Tucson’s population at nearly 37,000 people, Tucson began 

increasing its groundwater pumping and for decades, groundwater was 

the only water source.  Groundwater was pumped faster than nature 

could replace it (natural recharge from rain and snow melt), causing the 

water table in some places to drop more than 200 feet.  Groundwater 

pumping also caused the land in some places to sink and drew off water 

from riparian areas.   

By 1970 Tucson’s population had exploded to more than 260,000 people 

and water had become a critical resource.   

Meanwhile the rest of southeastern Arizona has turned to groundwater 

to satisfy increasing needs for population, mining, agriculture, and 

industry.   Well fields proliferate in drainage basins over the region, 

including the watersheds of the Santa Cruz, San Pedro, and San Simon 

Rivers, and the Sulphur Springs and San Bernardino Valleys.  Today, 

outside of Tucson, groundwater supplies about 85% of southeastern 

Arizona’s water. 

                                                           
35

 Water resource issues arose first in Tucson because that’s where most of the 
people in southeastern Arizona lived at the time. 
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Effluent.  A very small amount (less than 1%) of southeastern Arizona’s 

water comes from effluent.  Effluent is used is some places for golf course 

irrigation, dust control, industrial processes, and groundwater recharge 

(running treated water into local rivers to seep into the aquifer).  There 

are a number of wastewater treatment plants in southeastern Arizona, 

including several in the Tucson-Green Valley area, Fort Huachuca, Sierra 

Vista, Bisbee, and Nogales.  The Nogales International Waste Water 

Treatment Plant discharges effluent into the channel of the Santa Cruz 

River at Rio Rico.  In addition to sustaining a rich riparian area north of the 

water treatment plant, the effluent recharges the Santa Cruz River 

aquifer, which is used for irrigation and drinking water by communities 

along the river such as Rio Rico, Tumacácori and Tubac. 

CAP Water.  In 1938 Parker Dam was completed as one of a series of 

dams to help control and regulate the once unruly Colorado River.  Parker 

Dam’s primary purpose was to provide reservoir storage for water to be 

diverted to the states of California, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, 

Wyoming, New Mexico and to Mexico.   

For four decades lawmakers argued about how to allocate Colorado River 

water among its claimants, how to manage this critical resource, and the 

priorities for use of the water in the various states.  Arizona got its act 

together in the late 1960s and early 1970s with, as the Arizona Republic 

reported, “probably the state’s most celebrated bipartisan achievement 

of the 20th century,” which led to the approval of the Central Arizona 

Project (CAP) to divert water from the Colorado River from Lake Havasu 

City into central and southern Arizona.   

Construction of the project, the largest and most expensive aqueduct 

system ever built in the United States, began in 1973.  Over a period of 20 

years, workers built a 336-mile diversion canal, from the Colorado River 

to just southwest of Tucson, and in 1992 officials “turned on the faucet” 

to start providing Tucson with water to supplement limited groundwater.  

In 2001, after resolving some CAP water-quality problems, Tucson began 

blending CAP water and underground water before delivering it to users.   
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In 2017, the first of two 

planned pipelines was 

completed to bring 

CAP water to Green 

Valley to support 

increased copper 

mining operations and 

agriculture. 

The Future.         

Maintaining an 

adequate water supply 

for southeastern 

Arizona in the future 

will certainly be a 

challenge.  Years of 

below-normal rainfall 

to recharge the aquifer 

have produced draught 

conditions.  Surface 

water from the Santa 

Cruz and San Pedro Rivers now contributes less than 15% of the region’s 

water.  Groundwater supplies are shrinking at an alarming rate.  The 

Colorado River, which is a source of water for 40 million people in seven 

states, including CAP water to southeastern Arizona, has often seen 

below-average runoff in recent years, reducing reservoir water levels.  

But there is good news.  Pumping has stopped in most of the wells where 

the water table has dropped significantly and where the loss of riparian 

areas and sinking of the land has been most damaging.  As a result, the 

water table has begun to rise slightly in some areas.  The goal is to limit 

pumping to no more than the rate of natural replenishment so that this 

resource can still be used without causing environmental damage.  In an 

effort to conserve water, many areas are recharging groundwater 

supplies by running some of the CAP water and effluent into local rivers 

to seep into the aquifer. The region is also using increasing amounts of 

reclaimed water (treated wastewater) for irrigation, dust control, and 

The 336-mile canal of the Central Arizona Project 

brings water to southeastern Arizona from the 

Colorado River.  (Courtesy of Wikimedia) 
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industrial uses.  In addition, southeastern Arizona has been saving water:  

some of the CAP water that doesn’t actually get used is poured into 

underground water banks for future use.  Finally, Arizonans are getting 

better at using less water:  water demand has leveled off as people use 

water more efficiently and keep conservation of this critical resource in 

mind. 

The management of water resource issues in southeastern Arizona is 

particularly challenging and complex.  There are Mexican, U.S. federal, 

and Arizona state agreements and rules to comply with - some of which 

need to be frequently renegotiated.  Southeastern Arizona consists of 

three counties - Pima, Cochise, and Santa Cruz - each of which has its own 

rules and regulations.  There are legal issues with respect to Indian water 

rights, unresolved surface water adjudication, and inter-basin transfer 

prohibitions.  Managers must also consider water quality standards and 

environmental impacts.   

Successful management of southeastern Arizona’s critical water resource 

will require careful planning, adequate data to make informed decisions, 

and financial resources to improve aging infrastructure and make capital 

improvements. 

Tourism 

Climate has been a critical resource since Arizona’s beginning.  Sunny, 

warm, dry weather provided the foundation for successful cattle ranching 

and agriculture.  Scientists came to Arizona to uncover the regions well-

preserved ancient history, and to study the heavens through clear skies.  

Early on, Arizona’s fantastic climate drew health seekers, explorers of the 

state’s natural beauty, guest ranchers, and finally tourists by the millions.   

The development and wide use of the automobile, the proliferation of 

picture postcards, the establishment of national and state parks, and the 

invention of air conditioning - all helped spur Arizona tourism. 

Besides a wondrous climate, southeastern Arizona has abundant 

historical and natural wonders that attract visitors (and permanent 

settlers and retirees) - and have a significant impact on the region’s 

economy.  According to the Arizona’s Office of Tourism, travelers spend 
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over a billion dollars annually in southeastern Arizona and provide four to 

seven per cent of direct employment, depending on the district.  Visitors 

spend money on lodging, food services, recreation, shopping, and local 

transportation.  In addition, local governments collect taxes that are 

generated from visitor spending. 

Southeastern Arizona’s travel destinations include the National Historical 

Landmarks, the National and State Parks, and the Protected Areas 

discussed in Chapter 9.  Other travel destinations in southeastern Arizona 

are listed alphabetically in the accompanying table.   

Tourism destinations in southeastern Arizona. 

Destination 
 

Location Attractions 

Amerind 
Foundation  
 

Dragoon A private, nonprofit archaeological 
research facility and museum devoted 
to the study and interpretation of 
Native American cultures.                                                                                             

ASARCO 
Mission 
Complex 
Copper Mine 

Sahuarita ASARCO Mineral Discovery Center 
displays the history of copper mining in 
Arizona and the western U.S.  Provides 
tour of open-pit mining operation, 
including the processing plant and 
historical mining equipment. 

Benson 
 

N/A Historic overland stagecoach stop and 
railroad town. Home to the acclaimed 
Singing Wind Bookshop, which 
specializes in books about the 
Southwest.  Gateway to Kartchner 
Caverns and the Amerind Foundation. 

Bisbee 
 
 

N/A Historic copper mining town and art 
community. Bisbee’s history can be 
seen at several museums, viewing the 
famous Lavender Pit, or by touring the 
historic Copper Queen Mine.  
Downtown features numerous art 
galleries; specialty shops, featuring arts 
and crafts, jewelry, and western items; 
popular restaurants; hotels; and bed 
and breakfasts. 
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Toursim Destinations, contd. 

Destination 
 

Location Attractions 

Cochise 
Stronghold 
 
 

Dragoon 
Mountains 

Remote, rugged, oak-juniper forested 
canyons that were used by Chiricahua 
Apache leader Cochise as a stronghold 
hideaway.  Campsite and hiking trail. 

Douglas 
 
 

N/A Historic sites of Douglas’s founding as a 
copper smelting town in 1901 and 
location of a military fort to protect the 
international border during the 
Mexican revolution. Has 400 buildings 
on National Register of Historic Places. 
Proximity to year-round outdoor 
recreation and convenient shopping 
and sight-seeing in Mexico, including 
Agua Prieta, just across the border.  
Gateway to the Slaughter Ranch and 
the San Bernardino National Wildlife 
Reserve. 

Farm Country 
 
 

Sulphur 
Springs 
Valley near 
Willcox 

Fertile valley that produces a bounty of 
fresh fruits and vegetables with a host 
of farms offering their wares directly to 
the public during the growing season, 
mid-summer to early fall.  Apples and 
peaches are particularly abundant. 

Ghost Towns 
 
 

Within 40-
miles of 
Tombstone 

Five mining ghost towns are easily 
visited by automobile from Tombstone:  
Fairbank and Charleston to the west 
along the San Pedro River, and 
Gleeson, Courtland, and Pearce to the 
northeast, on the southeastern side of 
the Dragoon Mountains. 

Green Valley 
 
 

N/A Retirement community featuring 
historic ranches, golf experiences, and 
shopping. Gateway to the Mission 
Complex and Sierrita open-pit copper 
mines, Madera Canyon, and the Fred 
Lawrence Whipple Observatory. 
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Tourism Destinations, contd. 

Destination 
 

Location Attractions 

Nogales 
 
 

N/A American and Mexican towns straddle 
international border - popular place for 
day-trips into Mexico for restaurants 
and shopping, especially crafts. 

Ramsey Canyon 
 
 

Seven miles 
southwest of 
Sierra Vista 

Nature Conservancy preserve where 
plants and wildlife from the Sonoran 
and Chihuahuan deserts mingle with 
those from the Rocky Mountains and 
the Sierra Madre.  Spring-fed stream 
and high-walled canyon provide a 
unique, stable environment.  One of 
the best bird watching spots in the 
world with 150 species of birds, 
including up to 14 species of humming 
birds. 

Sierra Vista 
 

N/A Gateway to Fort Huachuca, Ramsey 
Canyon, historic mammoth-kill sites, 
and San Pedro Riparian National 
Conservation Area. 

Slaughter 
Ranch 
 
 

Fifteen miles 
east of 
Douglas 

The home of one of Arizona’s most 
famous lawman, John Slaughter.  
Meticulously restored to its 1890s 
splendor.  Adjoins the San Bernardino 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

Tombstone 
 
 

N/A Perhaps the most historic town of the 
Wild West, where the Gunfight at the 
OK Corral became the west’s most 
famous legend.  Many of Tombstone’s 
original landmarks have been rebuilt or 
restored, giving the main street an 
1881 feeling.  Attractions include the 
OK Corral, Bird Cage Theater, Court 
House, and Boot Hill Cemetery. 

Tubac N/A Annual Festival of the Arts held in early 
February.  Site of Tubac Presidio State 
Historic Park and gateway to 
Tumacácori National Historic Park. 
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Tourism Destinations, contd. 

Destination 
 

Location Attractions 

Wine Country - 
1  
 

Elgin and 
Sonoita area 

Wineries include:  AZ Hops and Vines, 
Callaghan Vineyards, Dos Cabezas 
WineWorks, Flying Leap Vineyards & 
Distillery, Hannah’s Hill Vineyard, Kief-
Joshua Vineyards, Lightning Ridge 
Cellers, Rancho Rossa Vineyards, Rune 
Wines, Sonoita Vineyards, Village of 
Elgin Winery/Elgin Distillery, and 
Wilhelm Family Vineyards - all with 
tasting rooms.  Excellent wines in 
gorgeous rustic settings featuring tiny 
villages and lonely range country.  Bed 
and breakfasts and restaurants 
available. 

Wine Country - 
2 
 

Willcox area Wineries and vineyards include:  Aridus 
Wine Company, Arizona Stronghold 
Vineyards, Bodega Pierce - Saeculum 
Cellars, Burning Tree Cellars, Caduceus 
/ Merkin / Buhl Memorial Vineyard, 
Carlson Creek Vineyards, Chateau 
Tumbleweed, Chiricahua Ranch 
Vineyards, Coronado Vineyards, Deep 
Sky Vineyard, Dos Cabezas Wine 
Works, Flying Leap Vineyards, Four 
Tails Vineyards, Gallifant Cellars, 
Golden Rule Vineyards, Grand Canyon 
Winery, Kief-Joshua Vineyards, 
Lawrence Dunham Vineyards, Page 
Springs Cellars, Passion Cellars at 
Salvatore Vineyards, Pillsbury Wine 
Company, Rhumb Line Vineyard, Rune 
Wines, Sand-Reckoner Vineyards, 
Sandor Vineyard, Sierra Bonita 
Vineyards, and Zarpara Vineyard. 

 

In addition to these travel destinations, there are numerous museums in 

southeastern Arizona.  They are listed in Appendix 1. 
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Tombstone’s famous Allen Street has been restored to its early 1880s Wild West 

look.  Actors dressed in Western style walk through town and staged gunfights 

breakout on the streets.  Note the OK Corral at the left of the image.  (Courtesy 

of amyperkinsblog.wordpress.com) 
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Appendix 1 

 

Museums in Southeastern Arizona 

 

Name Location County 
Area of 
study 

Summary 

Amerind 
Museum 

Dragoon Cochise 

Ethnic - 
Native 
American 

Native American 
archaeology, art, 
history and culture. 
Fulton-Hayden 
Memorial Art 
Gallery features 
paintings by 20th 
century Anglo and 
Native American 
artists. 

Arizona 
Rangers 
Museum 

Nogales 

Santa 
Cruz 

Military 

History of 
the Arizona Rangers, 
located in the 
historic 1904 
courthouse. 

ASARCO 
Mineral 
Discovery 
Center 

Sahuarita  Pima Mining 

ASARCO copper 
mining, mining 
history of Arizona 
and the western 
United States. 

Benson 
Museum 

Benson Cochise 
History - 
Local 

Operated by the San 
Pedro Valley Arts 
and Historical 
Society. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amerind_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amerind_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dragoon,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cochise_County,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nogales,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arizona_Rangers
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Asarco_Mineral_Discovery_Center&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Asarco_Mineral_Discovery_Center&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Asarco_Mineral_Discovery_Center&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Asarco_Mineral_Discovery_Center&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahuarita,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Benson_Museum&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Benson_Museum&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benson,_Arizona
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Name Location County 
Area of 
study 

Summary 

Bird Cage 
Theatre 

Tombstone Cochise History 
1880s theater, 
saloon, gambling 
parlor and brothel. 

Bisbee 
Mining & 
Historical 
Museum 

Bisbee Cochise Multiple 
Local history, copper 
mining. 

Copper 
Queen Mine 

Bisbee Cochise Mining 
Underground tours 
of the mine. 

Cowbelles 
Museum 

Nogales 
Santa 
Cruz 

History 

Information, 
contributions of 
women in ranching, 
located in the 
historic 1904 
courthouse. 

Fort Bowie 
National 
Historic Site 

Bowie Cochise Military 

Includes ruins 
of Fort Bowie, visitor 
center exhibits 
about the fort and 
the conflict between 
the Chiricahua Apac
he and the U.S. 
military. 

Fort 
Huachuca 
Museum 

Fort 
Huachuca 

Cochise Military 

History of the U.S. 
Army in the 
Southwest, located 
at Fort Huachuca. 

Fred 
Lawrence 
Whipple 
Observatory 

Amado 

Santa 
Cruz 

Science 

Visitor center 
exhibits about 
astronomy and 
astrophysics, natural 
science, and cultural 
history, tours of the 
observatory. 

Gleeson Jail Gleeson Cochise Prison 
Restored early 20th-
century jail. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_Cage_Theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_Cage_Theatre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tombstone,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bisbee_Mining_%26_Historical_Museum&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bisbee_Mining_%26_Historical_Museum&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bisbee_Mining_%26_Historical_Museum&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bisbee_Mining_%26_Historical_Museum&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bisbee,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copper_Queen_Mine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copper_Queen_Mine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bisbee,_Arizona
http://www.nogalesaz.gov/Museums/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Bowie_National_Historic_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Bowie_National_Historic_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Bowie_National_Historic_Site
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowie,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Bowie
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chiricahua
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apache
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apache
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Huachuca_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Huachuca_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Huachuca_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Huachuca,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Huachuca,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Huachuca
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Lawrence_Whipple_Observatory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Lawrence_Whipple_Observatory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Lawrence_Whipple_Observatory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fred_Lawrence_Whipple_Observatory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amado,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Cruz_County,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Cruz_County,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gleeson_Jail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gleeson,_Arizona
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Name Location County 
Area of 
study 

Summary 

Henry 
Hauser 
Museum 

Sierra Vista Cochise 
History - 
Local 

Operated by the 
Sierra Vista 
Historical Society. 

Hilltop 
Gallery 
 

Nogales 
Santa 
Cruz 

Art 
Community art 
gallery. 

Historic 
Fairbank 
Schoolhouse 

Fairbank  Cochise School 

Restored one room 
schoolhouse, 
exhibits about the 
ghost town. 

Muheim 
Heritage 
House 
Museum 

Bisbee Cochise 
Historic 
house 

Operated by the 
Bisbee Mining and 
Historical Museum, 
early 20th century 
period home. 

Pimeria Alta 
Historical 
Society and 
Museum 

Nogales 
Santa 
Cruz 

History - 
local 

Located in the 
historic 1904 
courthouse. 

Rex Allen 
Arizona 
Cowboy 
Museum 
and Willcox 
Cowboy Hall 
of Fame 

Willcox Cochise 
Biographi
cal 

Memorabilia of 
Western actor and 
singer Rex Allen. 

Rio Rico 
History 
Museum 

Rio Rico 

Santa 
Cruz 

History - 
local 

Sponsored by the 
Garrett family and 
operated by the Rio 
Rico Historical 
Society. 

Slaughter 
Ranch 

Douglas Cochise 
Historic 
house 

Complex includes 
adobe ranch house, 
ice house, wash 
house, granary, 
commissary, and car 
shed. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Henry_Hauser_Museum&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Henry_Hauser_Museum&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Henry_Hauser_Museum&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sierra_Vista,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fairbank,_Arizona
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rex_Allen_Arizona_Cowboy_Museum_and_Willcox_Cowboy_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rex_Allen_Arizona_Cowboy_Museum_and_Willcox_Cowboy_Hall_of_Fame
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rex_Allen_Arizona_Cowboy_Museum_and_Willcox_Cowboy_Hall_of_Fame
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willcox,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rex_Allen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_Rico,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Bernardino_Ranch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Bernardino_Ranch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas,_Arizona
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Name Location County 
Area of 
study 

Summary 

Titan Missile 
Museum 

Sahuarita  Pima Military 
Former ICBM missile 
site and missile 
exhibits. 

Tombstone 
Courthouse 
State 
Historic Park 
 

Tombstone Cochise History 
Restored 1880s 
courthouse. 

Tubac 
Center for 
the Arts 

Tubac 

Santa 
Cruz 

Art 
Includes exhibit 
gallery. 

Tubac 
Presidio 
State 
Historic Park 

Tubac 
Santa 
Cruz 

History 

Includes ruins of the 
Tubac Presidio, 
furnished 1885 
schoolhouse, 
museum about the 
area's historic 
periods. 

Tumacácori 
National 
Historical 
Park 

Nogales 

Santa 
Cruz 

History 

Ruins of three 
Spanish mission 
communities and a 
museum, consists of 
360 acres in three 
separate units. 

U.S. Army 
Intelligence 
Museum 

Fort 
Huachuca 

Cochise Military 

Evolution of the 
intelligence art 
within the U.S. 
Army, located 
at Fort Huachuca. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Titan_Missile_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Titan_Missile_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sahuarita,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tombstone_Courthouse_State_Historic_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tombstone_Courthouse_State_Historic_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tombstone_Courthouse_State_Historic_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tombstone_Courthouse_State_Historic_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tombstone,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tubac_Center_for_the_Arts&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tubac_Center_for_the_Arts&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tubac_Center_for_the_Arts&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tubac,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tubac_Presidio_State_Historic_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tubac_Presidio_State_Historic_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tubac_Presidio_State_Historic_Park
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tumac%C3%A1cori_National_Historical_Park
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nogales,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/US_Army_Intelligence_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/US_Army_Intelligence_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/US_Army_Intelligence_Museum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Huachuca,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Huachuca,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Huachuca
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Appendix 2 

 

A Short History of Northern Sonora, Mexico 

 

Sonora is one of 31 states that, together with Mexico City, comprise the 

32 federal entities of the United States of Mexico.  Sonora is located in 

northwestern Mexico, bordered by three other Mexican states: Baha 

California (west), Chihuahua (east), and Sinaloa (south).   Sonora has 

Sonora is located in northwestern Mexico, with significant coastline on the 

Gulf of California. (Courtesy of lamecherry.blogspot.com) 
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significant western coastline on the Gulf of California, and shares a 378-

mile long international border with the U.S. state of Arizona to the north, 

about 120 miles of which borders southeastern Arizona.  

Sonora’s natural landscape is divided into three parts:  the Sierra Madre 

Occidental (western) Mountains in the east, plains and rolling hills in the 

center, and the western coast on the Gulf of California.  Sonora is 

primarily arid or semiarid deserts and grasslands, with the higher eastern 

elevations supporting a variety of vegetation.  Hermosillo, located 

centrally, is the capital and largest city, as well as the main economic 

center, for the state and region.  Guaymas, in southwestern Sonora, is the 

state’s principal port, with access to the Pacific Ocean. 

The largest river in Sonora is the Yaqui River.  The river drains from 

southeastern Arizona, near Douglas, into Sonora, where it proceeds in a 

south-to-southwest direction across Sonora and finally empties into the 

Gulf of California.  The San Pedro River, of so much importance to 

southeastern Arizona, originates in northern Sonora near the mining 

town of Cananea, and flows northward to Arizona.  The similarly critical-

The principal cities and towns of Sonora.  (Courtesy of carinteriordesign.com) 
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to-southeastern-Arizona Santa Cruz River, originates in Arizona, northeast 

of Nogales, flows south into Sonora and then turns north to flow back 

into Arizona.  Both the San Pedro River and the Santa Cruz River drain 

into Arizona’s Gila River.  All of the major rivers of northern Sonora are 

shown in the accompanying figure. 

Early Humans 

The first evidence of humans in Sonora is the El Fin del Mundo Clovis site 

in northwestern Sonora, about 60 miles southwest of Tucson, dated at 

about 11,550 BC.  Other evidence of Paleo-Indian hunter-gatherer 

The major rivers of northern Sonora.  (Courtesy of wildsonora.com) 
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habitation has been found at the San Dieguito Complex in the El Pinacate 

Desert, just below California’s southern border. 

In northern Sonora, archaic period cultures (7,500 BC - AD 200) included 

the Desert and Cochise Cultures that populated southeastern Arizona.  

Similarly, prehistoric civilizations (AD 200 - AD 1450) in northern Sonora 

included the Hohokam and Mogollon Civilizations.  Between 1100 and 

1350 the region had small, but somewhat socially complex villages.  

Sonora is not considered to be a part of the earlier Mesoamerican 

civilization that started in central Mexico, but there is evidence of trade 

between the people of Sonora and Mesoamerica. 

Spanish Colonization 

Spanish colonization of Mexico began in 1519-1521 with the conquest of 

the Aztec Empire in Central Mexico.  By 1528 Spanish conquistadors had 

reached northward to today’s Mexican State of Chihuahua.  The conquest 

of that territory took nearly 100 years in the face of fierce resistance from 

the indigenous Concho Indians, but the Spanish Crown persisted to 

transform the region into a profitable mining center.  Chihuahua became 

the launching place for expeditions into New Mexico, including that of 

Spanish explorer Antonio de Espejo, who in 1583 explored northern New 

Mexico and northeastern Arizona.  This trek was followed by the 

formation of the Spanish Province of New Mexico in 1598 and the 

abortive mission building efforts in northeastern Arizona in the mid 1600s 

that culminated in the “Pueblo Revolt” in 1680.   

In Sonora, Spanish Conquistadors first contacted the indigenous Mayo 

Indians in southern Sonora in 1531.  As the Spanish moved relentlessly 

north, they encountered Yaqui Indians36 along the Yaqui River, Seri 

Indians on Tiburon Island in the Gulf of California and the adjacent 

mainland, and in 1565 the Opata people in mountainous northeastern 

Sonora.  For decades all of these tribes fiercely resisted Spanish 

colonization efforts and Spanish military campaigns made little progress.  

                                                           
36

 The indigenous Yaqui Indians resisted Spanish and then Mexican control for 
almost 400 years. 
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Jesuit missionary efforts, beginning around 1600 in southern Sonora, 

slowly spread northward across Sonora and began to help mediate the 

combative conditions.  As the indigenous people (largely) accepted 

missionary efforts to evangelize them, Spanish settlers moved into 

“pacified” regions.  The Opata slowly transitioned to Christianity, 

commonly spoke Spanish, and accepted Spanish government. 

In the late 1680s, Jesuit missionaries began to move into Pima and 

Tohono O’odham territories along the Altar River and surrounding deserts 

in north-central Sonora.  

The most famous Spanish missionary of Sonora (and southeastern 

Arizona) was Italian-born Jesuit Eusebio Kino, who arrived in Sonora in 

1687 to begin work in the Pimeria Alta (upper Pima) area of northern 

Sonora and southern Arizona.  Before his death in 1711, Father Kino 

would help establish over 20 missions, most in Sonora.  He also taught 

European farming techniques to indigenous people he encountered in 

order to establish an economy for the benefit of natives.  The 

accompanying map shows the locations of Spanish missions in Pimeria 

Alta.  

Spanish colonization increased in Sonora during the first half of the 18th 

century after mineral deposits were discovered, leading to the 

establishment of Spanish-controlled mining camps, forcing many natives 

off their agricultural lands.  Loss of these lands, and increased efforts by 

the Spanish to control the native lives, including forced labor and 

interference in religious practices, led to native uprisings. 

A major Seri rebellion took place in the coastal area in 1725-1726.  The 

largest resistance was by the Yaqui’s and Mayos from 1740-1742, with 

the goal of expelling the Spanish.  Another Seri rebellion occurred in 1748 

with Pima and Tohono O’odham support that lasted until the 1750s and 

expanded northward into southeastern Arizona, along the upper Santa 

Cruz River. 

In 1751, the charismatic Pima leader, Luis Oacpicagua, tried to organize 

the Pima and Tohono O’odham natives in the Altar Valley to drive the 

Spanish out of the country.  The revolt began in the Sonoran towns of  
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These are the Spanish missions of northern Sonora and southern Arizona.  

(Courtesy of Tumacácori’s Yesterdays) 

 These are the Spanish missions of northern Sonora and southeastern Arizona.  

(Courtesy of Tumacácori Yesterdays) 
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Saric and Tubutama, and spread to the more isolated missions in the west 

at Caborca and Sonoyta.  The Indians attacked missions, mines, and 

ranches, including a ranch in Arivaca, in Arizona, across the mountains, 

about 15 miles west of Tumacácori.  Two Spanish missionaries, and over a 

hundred settlers and peaceful natives, were killed before Spanish troops 

restored order and negotiated peace. 

In response to these native uprisings, the Spanish built three new forts 

(presidios) to control the native population - at Altar and Buenavista in 

Sonora, and at Tubac, in southeastern Arizona.   

Meanwhile, the non-indigenous Chiricahua Apaches had become a force 

in Sonora.  Starting in 1682, Apaches began raiding into northeastern 

Sonora from southeastern Arizona.  For over a hundred years (1682-

1786), Sonora suffered brutal attacks by Apaches on mines, ranches, and 

missions.  The indigenous Opata Indians slowly became allies of the 

Spanish in resistance against their common enemy.  Fierce battles with 

the Apaches took a heavy toll on the Opata.  The Spanish established a 

cordon of additional presidios along their northern frontier and 

undertook periodic punitive missions against Apaches - but were 

ineffective in halting Apache raids.   

In the late 1780s, the Spanish changed their approach and offered peace 

and rations to Apaches who voluntarily settled at the presidios.  By 1790 

most of the Apache bands, which had no central leadership, were at 

peace - a situation that continued through the early 1830s. 

Independent Mexico 

Spanish colonization ended in Sonora with the Mexican War of 

Independence from 1810 to 1821.  Sonora was not directly involved; 

independence came by decree. 

Ironically, after Mexico achieved independence from Spain, the 

indigenous people in Sonora resumed their struggles for independence - 

now from Mexico.  Yaquis, Mayos, Opatas, and Pimas resisted Mexican 

control in a succession of (unsuccessful) revolts that lasted to the end of 

the 19th century. 
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Also, when Mexico became independent, the long-standing peace with 

the Apaches began to fall apart.  Mexico suffered an economic 

depression; the budget for soldiers to man the northern frontier presidios 

was reduced. Finally in 1831, the Mexican government cut off food 

rations for Apaches settled near presidios.  The Apaches left the presidios 

and began raiding again.  The Mexican government’s response to Apache 

attacks was insufficient and ineffective.  Even offering a bounty on 

Apache scalps did not reduce the Apache threat. 

The Mexican-American War in 1846-1848 ended with Mexico ceding vast 

territories to the U.S., including the future states of California, Utah, 

Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico, and Arizona.  The northern boundary 

of Sonora was set at the Gila River in today’s Arizona.   

With the Gadsden Purchase, signed in 1853 and ratified by the U.S. 

Congress in 1854, Sonora lost more than a quarter of its territory.  After 

considerable negotiation and land surveying, the new northern boundary 

of Sonora was fixed at the present international boundary line, with the 

U.S. (and Arizona) gaining the part of Arizona south of the Gila River - in 

which the U.S. secured lands for a southern transcontinental railroad 

Mexico lost huge areas of land with Mexican-American War and the Gadsden 

Purchase.   (Courtesy of arizonahistoricalsociety.net) 
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route.  The size of the resulting (final) state of Sonora is about the same 

as the U.S. state of Missouri. 

During the Mexican-American War, the U.S. had blockaded Sonora’s 

seacoast at Guaymas, cutting off Sonora’s most important international 

trade route and helping to ruin Sonora’s economy.  Sonora’s weakness in 

the years after the war made Sonora susceptible to buccaneers (called 

“filabusters”) from the U.S. who invaded northern Sonora after the 

Gadsden Purchase to establish independent colonies for themselves.  

These filibuster raids continued through the 1850s, but were all repelled. 

Perhaps one unintended (or ignored) consequence of the Gadsden 

Purchase was that the new east-west international boundary literally 

bisected traditional indigenous O’odham lands - leaving half of these 

lands in Arizona and half in Mexico.  The accompanying map shows this 

situation that would lead to future border issues.  For comparison, the 

map also shows the current extent of the Tohono O’odham Nation 

Reservation in Arizona. 

The Gadsden Purchase bisected traditional O’odham lands.  (Courtesy of 

consortiumnews.com) 
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The Mexican-American War and the Gadsden Purchase did not initially 

impact the ongoing war between Mexico and the Apaches.  Apache raids 

into northern Sonora and within the new lands of Arizona, continued.  

Over time, however, the U.S. took the bulk of the responsibility for 

defeating and pacifying the Apaches, most of whom resided in the U.S., 

but who often used Sonora’s Sierra Madre Mountains for refuge.  The last 

hostile band of Apaches, led by Geronimo, surrendered for the last time 

in 1886.   

Sonora saw rapid economic growth during the last half of the 19th century 

- particularly in mining and agriculture.  The fertile lands of the Mayo and 

Yaquis attracted outsiders - from Europe, the Middle East, and China – 

who brought new forms of agriculture, mining, livestock, industrial 

processes, ironwork, and textiles. 

The Sonora Railway was constructed by the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 

Railway between 1879 and 1882.  It ran from Guaymas on the west coast 

of Sonora, northward to Nogales on the U.S.-Mexican border.  From there 

it connected to the new U.S. transcontinental railroad.  Continued 

development of Sonora’s rail system helped integrate Sonora into 

Mexico’s overall economy and set the stage for increased trade with the 

U.S. 

In the 1880s and 1890s, the Mexican government, foreseeing a future 

garden spot of the world, took over the Yaqui agricultural lands along the 

Yaqui River.  This led to Yaqui uprisings and guerilla warfare.  In 1895 the 

government started to violently repress the Yaquis and began to expel 

captured Yaquis as slaves to plantations in southern Mexico.  The Yaqui 

resistance continued into the 1900s; by 1908 about one-quarter of the 

Yaquis had been sent out of the state of Sonora.  Some fled to Arizona. 

In 1899 mining development in northern Sonora was boosted by the 

opening of the Cananea Copper Mine about 50 miles southwest of 

Bisbee, Arizona.  In 1906 a labor dispute turned violent when the 

American mine owner called in a posse of Arizona Rangers that resulted 

in the death of 23 people and dozens of injured in a fight with strikers.  

The Cananea Mine went on to become Mexico’s largest open-pit copper 

mine and a driver for the Sonoran economy. 
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The Mexican Revolution (1910-1920) started as a revolt against the 

established order, changed to a multi-sided civil war, and finally ended in 

a period of new international border tensions.   

There were several military skirmishes along the Sonora-Arizona border 

between Mexican factions and even Mexican-U.S. combatants.  The 

skirmish between U.S. and Mexican forces at Nogales in 1918 marked the 

end of fluid cross-border movement, led to tighter security on both sides, 

and began the era of border fences. 

In the 1930s and 1940s, Sonora benefited from a Mexican national policy 

to develop cities along the border with the U.S. and to build a number of 

dams to help develop agriculture and water supplies. 

Since the mid-20th century, foreign investment in Sonora increased due to 

the state’s strategic location along the border and its port of Guaymas.  

More than 200 international and domestic enterprises moved into 

The Sonoran Cananea Copper Mine is Mexico’s largest open pit copper 

mine.  (Courtesy of geo-mexico.com) 
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Sonora.  This allowed for the development of modern infrastructure such 

as highways, and ports, and airports.   

Industrial growth includes the Ford automotive plant in Hermosillo and a 

number of assembly 

plants, called 

maquiladoras, in 

towns on the border 

with the U.S.  Other 

companies make 

electrical appliances, 

computer circuits, 

and vacuum 

cleaners for foreign 

and domestic 

markets. 

Even with substantial industrial growth, Sonora’s economy still relies 

mostly on cattle ranching and agriculture, leaving vast stretches of 

unpopulated desert areas. 

One of the fastest growing economic sectors has been tourism.  Among 

the more popular activities are mountain biking, horseback riding, fishing, 

and camping.  Of particular interest to people from southeastern Arizona 

is the community of Puerto Peñasco (Rocky Point) - west of Nogales on 

the northeastern shore of the Gulf of California - that features 62 miles of 

beaches, rugged outdoor sports, and natural settings.  

The population of Sonora has steadily increased, counting almost three 

million people in 2015. 

Illegal border crossings and drug smuggling have become major issues for 

northern Sonora.  Violence connected to drug smuggling on the border 

and deeper into Mexico is a very concerning problem for Sonora’s present 

and future. 

 

The Ford plant in Hermosillo is an example of 

today’s Sonoran industry.  (Courtesy of yelp.com) 
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Appendix 3 

 

Our Borderland Hispanic Heritage 

 

From 1848-1854, southeastern Arizona was a part of Sonora, Mexico.  

Since the Gadsden Purchase in 1854, southeastern Arizona and Sonora 

have shared about 120 miles of international border, from Nogales in the 

west to the New Mexico state line in the east.  This close proximity for 

over 160 years has resulted in a rich Hispanic heritage in southeastern 

Arizona.   

The Hispanic population of southeastern Arizona has had a direct impact 

on this heritage.  In the 1850s, that small population was almost entirely 

Hispanic. As the region’s population steadily grew, with Anglos eager to 

develop new lands, the percentage of Anglo population began to grow 

steadily, reached a peak in the 1960s, and then declined relative to 

Hispanics due to increased immigration from Mexico.   

The accompanying chart shows the racial mix population history of 

Tucson, southeastern Arizona’s largest city, where today, the proportion 

of Hispanics and Anglos is about equal at roughly 45%.  The population 

mix of the balance of southeastern Arizona followed a similar trend, with 

recent U.S. Census data reporting Hispanic populations of 36.8% for Pima 

County, 35.0% for Cochise County, and 83.3% for (close-to-the-border) 

Santa Cruz County. 
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Let’s take a closer look at Hispanic heritage items of language, 

architecture, food, and cultural events. 

Language 

There are hundreds of English words that originate from Spanish words.  

Here are a few of particular relevance to southeastern Arizona, excluding 

Spanish names given to many towns, mountain ranges, rivers, and other 

geographic features. 

 

 

 

Tucson has maintained a significant Hispanic population.   (Courtesy of 

tuconaz.gov) 
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Common English words of Spanish origin. 

Category 
 

Word Word 

 
Originally from 
the O’odham 
Language 
 

Arizona 
Guevavi 
Pima 
(San Xavier del) Bac 
 

Tubac 
Tucson 
Tumacácori 

 
Originally from 
the Aztec 
Language 

avocado 
chili 
chipotle 
chocolate 
cocoa 
coyote 
guacamole 

mescal 
mesquite 
mole 
shack 
tamale 
tomato 

 
Direct from  
the Spanish 
Language 
 

arroyo 
bronco 
buckaroo 
burrito 
burro 
canyon 
chorizo 
cockroach 
conquistador 
corral 
chaps 
desperado 
fiesta 
guerrilla 
lariat 
lasso 
macho 
matador 
mesa 
mosquito 

mustang 
nacho 
oregano 
patio 
piñata 
playa 
plaza 
pueblo 
quesadilla 
quirt 
ranch 
renegade 
rodeo 
salsa 
sherry 
sierra (mountain range) 
stampede 
tequila 
tortilla 
vigilante 
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Architecture 

Spanish Colonial Revival Style is an American architecture stylistic 

movement arising in the early 20th century based on the architecture of 

the Spanish colonization of the Americas.  For public buildings, the 

movement enjoyed its greatest popularity between 1915 and 1931 and is 

characterized by the prodigious use of smooth plaster (stucco) 

wall and chimney finishes, low pitched clay tile, shed, or flat roofs, and 

terracotta or cast concrete ornaments. Other characteristics typically 

include small porches or balconies, Roman or semi-circular arcades, 

wood casement or tall, double-hung windows, canvas awnings, and 

decorative iron trim. 

For individual residences, the style is still very popular in the 

southwestern U.S., including southeastern Arizona. Typical dwellings have 

thick stuccoed walls for heat protection, red tile roofs and enclosed 

courtyards that extend the living space.  Other common features include 

small windows; arches on entryways, principal windows, and interior 

passageways; and wooden support beams that project out over exterior 

walls. 

Tucson’s Spanish Colonial Pima County Courthouse was built in 1928.   

(Courtesy of Wikimedia) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chimney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roof_pitch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roof_tiles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concrete
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balcony
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semicircle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arcade_(architecture)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casement_window
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sash_window
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canvas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Awning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron
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Food 

The most distinctive food in southeastern Arizona is Sonoran-style 

Mexican food.  There is a tendency towards hearty simplicity with fresh 

quality ingredients without a lot of fuss or refinement.  Unlike much of 

Mexico where corn is king, Sonora is a wheat-growing region.  Sonoran-

style flour tortillas are stretched paper thin and cooked on a griddle, 

producing small blisters that give them a smoky flavor.  Sonora is also a 

land of vast cattle ranches; thus there is an emphasis on beef over pork, 

chicken, or fish.  Tacos, burros, and enchiladas are popular.  Many claim 

that Chimichangas (deep-fried burros) were invented in the Sonora-

southeastern Arizona region.  Cheese crisps are a favorite appetizer.  The 

Sonoran Hot Dog, invented in Hermosillo, the capital of Sonora, has 

recently come into prominence.  A hot dog is wrapped in bacon, grilled, 

and served on a roll topped with beans, tomatoes, onions, jalapenos, 

cheese mayonnaise, and mustard. 

 

A contemporary southeastern Arizona home in the Spanish Colonial Revival 

style.   (Courtesy of calviswyant.com) 
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Cultural Events  

Mexico and Sonora have contributed many practices to the culture of 

southeastern Arizona - holidays and customs rooted in religion and past 

events, helping to preserve Hispanic culture through celebrations and 

traditions.  The accompanying table lists some of these Hispanic heritage 

items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sonoran Hot Dog is a Sonoran-style food specialty item.   (Courtesy of 

tucsonfoodie.com) 
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Hispanic heritage cultural events celebrated in southeastern Arizona. 

Event 
 

Description 

Mexican Holiday:  Cinco de Mayo   
 
 
 
Mexican Holiday:  Independence 
Day 
 
 
Mexican Holiday:  Day of the Dead  
 

Commemorates the defeat of the 
French army by the Mexicans on 
May 5, 1862 at the Battle of Puebla.    

 

Commemorates the beginning of 
Mexico’s struggle for independence 
from Spain on September 16, 1810. 
 
Annual celebration held on October 
31-November 2 to pray for and 
remember friends and family 
members who have died, and help 
support their spiritual journey. 

Fiesta de Quinceañera 
 

Celebrates a girl’s fifteenth 
birthday, marking the transition 
from childhood to young 
womanhood. 

International Mariachi Festival 
 

Annual spring conference held in 
Tucson since 1982 to learn about, 
honor, and practice Mexican 
mariachi music. 

Rodeos 
 

Festive competitions that grew out 
of Spanish/Mexican cattle wrangling 
and bullfighting - dates back to 
sixteenth-century conquistadors.  
Held regularly in Benson, Douglas, 
Fort Huachuca, Sonoita, Tucson, 
and Willcox. 
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A colorful All Souls procession at a 

Day of the Dead celebration.  

(Courtesy of allsoulsprocession.org) 

A Mexican quinceañera after 

mass in church.  (Courtesy of 

wikimediacommons) 

A mariachi performance at a Tucson 

Mariachi Festival.  (Courtesy of 

mariachimiracle.com) 

The calf-roping event at the 

2017 Tucson rodeo.   (Courtesy 

of Pat Wood) 
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